sr 


1         <^-    FOR  ~\_,  M| 

THE  BLIND, 


QdLWv 


>> 


NETf      JEBSEX 


ADULT      BLIND 


VOLUME      1 


1906-   1911 


\^ 


\ 


4 


HHMH 


JY< 


-vr,^ 


;.,  - 


ee  rt,  ^ 


£ 


^cU 


•  •?■ 


NEWARK'S  JMND  CONTINUE 
TO  PROVE  THEIR  ABILITY. 


Deserve  E^couragenfent  In  Their  Work 

and  &uch  Credit  for  Their 

Advancement. 


t  thi  bli 
rivingVv 


That  thd  blind  of  Newark  and  vicinity 
are  givingNpVidence  of  their  right  to  be 
considered  able  members  of  the  commu- 
nity when  accorded  the  proper  conditions 
for  them  to  develop  their  ability  is  shown 
by  the  advancement  of  the  ones  who 
have  been  successful  without  that  small 
amount  of  assistance  that  is  needed  by 
most  of  those  in  this  unfortunate  condi- 
tion. When  the  State  Training  School  is 
started  it  is  certain  that  many  who  are 
now  partly  or  wholly  dependent  upon  rel- 
atives or  friends  will  then  be  self-support- 
ing. 

Miss  Alice  C.  L.  O'Neal,  of  281  Morris 
avenue,  who,  though  blind  herself,  has 
been  an  active  worker  for  the  advance- 
ment, of  her  fellow-sufferers,  recent-Iy 
managed  a  series  of  entertainments  given* 
in  Newark  churches,  the  proceeds  of 
which  went  to  a  fund  to  purchase  a  print- 
ing press  to  transcribe  sheet  music  and 
other  printed  matter  into  the  raised  letter- 
ing necessary  for  the  blind.  While  a  suf- 
ficient sum  yvffS"!f&f  r'ealizeo I,  the  press  is 
'already  in  course  of  construction,  and  the 
entertainments    will    be    continued    in    the' 

itumn  to  secure   the  necessary  amount. 

fAt  the  last  concert  given  in  the  Sixth 
jsbyterian  Church,  William  Schott, 
Hind  organist,  was  one  of  the  artists, 
and.  so  well  did  he  perform  that  he  has 
sine1  been  given  the  position  of  organist 
of    the    "hurch. 

The  (kuicert  was  produced  under  the 
direction  of  Signor  A.  Nutini,  who  will 
continue  in  the  work.  Also  included 
among  the  talent  will  be  Professor  W. 
JLearn,  a  blind  musician,  who  has  just  re- 
turned from  a  course  of  study  in  Paris, 
and  has  been  pronounced  by  critics  to  be 
the  finest  flute  player  in  the  United 
States.  Miss  O'Neal  will  participate  as 
contralto  soloist  and  also  as  lecturer, 
assisted  by  Miss  Helen  Lanigan. 

The  Rev.  David  W.  L,usk,  the  pastor, 
and  the  member/s  of  the  above  church 
have  taken  a  special  interest  in  assisting 
the  blind  to  secure  orders  for  mattrpss 
making  and  chair,  caning,  and  it  is  said 
that  excellent  work  is  being  done  in  this 
citv   in    these    and   other   vocations. 


Miss    O'Neal    I  in    her   lec- 

tures  that   if  every   church   should  adopt 
a    practical    method    of    investigating    the 

rendition  uf  the  blind  among  its  members 
and     give     llirm     assistance    in     Ob 

h    good   could   be  accomplished. 
'<!    any    eongri  I  -sire    to    do- 

iqe  for  an  enter- 
tainment she  will  be  pleased  to  receive 
the  offer. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  New  Jersey  is 
behind  other  States  in  making-  provision 
for  its  blind,  but  when  the  investigating 
committee  reports  to  the  Legislature  in 
the  autumn  it  is  expected  steps  will  be 
taken   to  remedy   the  deficiency. 

Knowing  that  State  institutions  are  slow  ; 
in  starting  their  work  and  that  the  scope 
Of    their    endeavor   is    necessarily   limited,  j 
Miss    O'Neal    will    gladly   be    seconded    in  : 
her    efforts    by    philanthropieally-inclined 
persons,  and  she  will  furnish  full  rrfforma-  j 
lion    that    the    helper    may    know    his    or 
her  assistance  is  wisely  as  well  as  kindly 
given. 
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Convince*  that  the  conditions  of 
the  blind  within  the  State  are  such 
as  to  warrant  the  attention  of  its 
citizens,  efforts  are  now  being  made 
to  form  and  incorporate  a  New  Jer- 
sey State  Association  for  the  Blind. 
Arrangements  have  been  made  to 
hold  a  mass  meeting  in  the  First 
Presbyterian  church  on  Broad  street, 
Newark,  Thursday  night,  December 
12,  to  arouse  interest  and  enthusiasm 
in  this  movement.  Percy  W.  Cannon, 
of  this  city,  will  be  among  those  whoi 
will  attend.  <v  J 
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OF  THE  BLIND. 


Relating  to  MoveBHHM K*  'i <UTr 
rganization    of    a    State    Assp- 
ciation    Are    Issued. 

With  the  object  of  furthering  the  proj- 
ect for  inaugurating  a  State  association 
for  the  blind,  some  of  the  most  energetic 
of  that  afflicted  class  in  this  city  and 
other  parts  of  the  State  have  issued  cir- 
culars calling  the  attention  of  the  people 
to  the  need  of  such  an  institution.  The 
object  will  be  to  put  in  the  way  of  those 
afflicted  with  blindness,  a  means  of  find- 
ing employment,  and  it  will  be  within  the 
function  of  the  association  to  receive  and 
expend  public  and  private  donations  for 
the  inauguration  and  extension  of  indus- 
trial and  educational  facilities  adequate 
to  the  needs  of  the  blind. 

A  meeting  in  the  interests  of  the  move- 
ment will  be  held  shortly  in  this  city,  and 
it  is  expected  to  bring  the  matter  before 
the    Legislature    this    winter. 

The  circulars  are  signed  by  Edward  G. 
Baptist,  chairman;  William  Schott  and 
Miss  Alice  L.  O'Neil. 
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^footing   for   the   BUu^pgPostponed. 

The  mass  meeting  which  was 
scheduled  to  be  held  in  Newark 
Thursday  night  in  the  interest  of  the 
blind  people  of  the  State  and  for  the 
purpose  of  forming  an  association, 
has  been  postponed  until  after  the 
holidays.  Due  notice  of  the  new 
date  will  be  published  in  advance., 
Percy  Cannon  is  among  those  fro 
this  city  who  are  interested  in  th 
movement. 
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SCHOOL  FOB  THE  BLIND 


ople 


pecial  Despatch  to  "The  Press, 

N.»J.,  Dec  12.—  Blind  peopl 
of '  Nfew  Jersey  have  formed  a  State  as- 
sociation with  a  view  of  asking  tht  ,-\ext 
Legislature  for  an  appropriation  1 ".. ,  the 
establishment  of  a  school  for  the  blind, 
similar  to  the  State  school  for  the  deaf 
in  this  city. 

Miss  C.  A.  L.  O'Neil,  of  Newark,  secre- 
tary of  the  society,  had  a  conference  on 
the'  subject  to-day  with  Governor  Stokes. 

She  says  there  are  2000  blind  people  in 
the  State   and  not  a  thing-  is  being  done 
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Want  State  Home  for  Blind. 

Trenton,  Dec.  12.— A  State^  associa- 
tion has  been  formed  by  the  blind  peo- 
ple, who  propose  to  ask  the  next  Legis- 
lature for  the  establishment  of  n  school 
for' 'those  thus  afflicted.  Miss  C.  A.  L. 
O'Neil,  of  Newark,  secretary  of  the  so- 
ciety, had  a  conference  with  Governor 
Stokes  to-day  on  the  subject.  She  says 
there  are  2000  blind  persons  in  the  Stated 
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BLIND  TRAINED  TO 

MAKEJWN  LIVING 

;" —    „ 

Reasons  Advanced   for  Estab- 
lishment of  State  School 
in  New  Jersey 

New  Jersey  persons  interested  in 
the  scheme  to  secure  from  the  incom- 
ing Legislature  an  appropriation  for 
the  establishment  of  a  state  school 
for  the  blind,  point  out  that  such  an 
institution  would  enable  many  blind 
boys  to  become  self-supporting,  taking 
them  entirely  from  the  dependent  class. 

Where  the  progressive  blind  have 
had  fairly  equal  opportunities,  their 
competency  is  without  doubt,  and 
their  achievements  almost  without 
limit:  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following 
examples. 

Under  the  management  of  a  blind 
Postmaster-General,  it  has  been  said, 
jthe  mail  system  of  England  has  never 
[been  conducted  more  satisfactorily.  A 
man  blind  since  childhood,  was  re- 
cently elected  to  the  United  States 
Senate. .from  the  new  State  of  Okla- 
homa. 

How  many  of  the  American  Cup 
defending  yachts  have  been  designed 
by  the  blind  Herreschoff  of  Boston? 
The  accomplishments  of  Miss  Helen 
Keller,  who  has  been  deaf,  dumb  and 
blind  from  infancy,  have  astonished 
even  the  most  philosophical.  Colum- 
bia University  employs  a  blind  man  in 
a  fellowship  capacity,  who  after  mas- 
tering classics,  subsequently  mastered 
mathematics,  and  improvised  the  high- 
est branch  of  mathematical  science, 
namely:  Calculus  Variations.  The 
same  institution  retains  a  blind  mathe- 
matician to  prepare  students  for  grad- 
uation; and  who,  finding  the  American 
libraries  inadequate  for  his  purpose, 
went  to  Germany,  returning  a  few 
years  later  with  the  degree  of  Doctor 
of  Philosophy.  While  Bachelor  of  Arts 
diplomas  among  the  blind  are  becom- 
ing nearly  as  common  as.  Fellowships 
in  the  pianoforte  and  musical  theory. 


The   officers   of   the   New   Jersey   So- 
ciety   for    the    Blind,    who   are   working 
up   the    Strife   and    plan,    and    who   wi" 
aeeept     privtae     donations     and    aprl 
them   to  the  work  are:     Chairman,  Ej 
ward   G.    Baptist.   399   Palisade  Aveni 
Jersey   City;    Corresponding  Secreta 
William    Schett,     364     Central    Avem 
Newark;    Recording  Secretary,  Miss 
A      L.     O'Neil.     138     South    Fourteei 
Street.   Newark. 
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WJfot  School  for  BJjnd.  I 

A  State  association  hjrisbeen  form- 
ed by  blind  persons  of  this  State,  who 
number  2,000,  and  it  is  proposed  to 
ask  the  next  Legislature  for  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  school  for  the  blind. 
Miss  C.  A.  L.  O'Neil,  of  Newark,  sec- 
retary of  the  society,  had  a  confer- 
ence with  Governor  Stokes  yesterday 
on  the  subject. 
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whaI  the   blind   can  do. 

New  Jerseyawff!f»*' provided  for  almost 
every  class  of  her  unfortunates,  but  up 
to  the  present  time  practically  nothing 
has  been  done  to  eliminate  the  trying 
conditions  under  which  the  blind  labor. 
An  effort  is  now  under  way  to  interest 
the  State  in  providing  for  their  care  or 
employment.  Casual  statistics  recently 
obtained  testify  that  there  are  from  fif- 
teen hundred  to  two  thousand  blind 
throughout  the  State  of  New  Jersey, 
many  of  whom  for  want  of.  industrial 
training  and  through  lack  of  opportunity 
have  been  unable  to  secure  remunerative 
employment:  despite  their  persistent  in- 
dividual efforts  to  disperse  the  prevailing 
prejudice,  that  blindness  means  total  dis- 
ability, and  to  emphasize  the  fact  that 
from  necessity  the  blind  have  developed 
unusual  mental  resources. 

Where  the  progressive  blind  have  had 
fairly  'equal  opportunities,  their  compe- 
tency is  without  doubt,  and  their  achieve- 
ments almost  without  limit,  as  will  be 
seen  by  the  following  examples,  cited  in 
a  circular  just  issued: 

"Under  the  management  of  a  blind 
postmaster-general,  it  has  been  said,  the 
mail  system  of  England  has  never  been 
conducted  more  satisfactorily.  A  man 
blind  since  childhood_was  recently  elected 
to  the  United  States  Senate  from  the 
new  State  of  Oklahoma. 

"How  many,  of  the  America  cup  de- 
fending- yachts  have  been  designed  by 
the  blind  Herreschoff  of  Boston?  The 
accomplishments  of  Miss  Helen  Keller, 
who  has  been  deaf,  dumb  and  blind  from 
infancy,  have  astonished  even  the  most 
philosophical.  Columbia  University  era- 
I  ploys  a  blind  man  in  a  fellowship  capac- 
ity, who,  after  mastering  classics,  sub- 
sequently mastered  mathematics,  and 
improvised  the  highest  branch  of  mathe- 
matical science,  namely,  calculus  varia- 
tions. The  same  institution  retains  a 
blind  mathematician  to  prepare  students 
for  graduation,  and  who,  finding  the 
American  libraries  inadequate  for  his 
purpose,  went  to  Germany,  returning  a 
few  years  later  with  the  degree  of  doctor 
of  philosophy." 
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URGED  TO  AID 
CW'S  BLIND 

life  Hay 


Mifs  Hayes  States    Ther 
Sixty  or  Seventy  Afflicted 
Ones  in  That  City. 

TELLS   HOW    THE   BLIND 

MAY  BE  GREATLY  HELPED 


Miss  Hayes,  a  representative  of  the 
Perkin's  School  for  the  Blind  at  Bos- 
ton, attended  the  meeting  last  even- 
ing of  the  Bayonne  Board  of  Educa- 
tion and  urged  the  members  to  give 
their  assistance  in  bettering  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind  in  Bayonne  and  in 
the  State.  M'iss  Hayes  gave  an  in- 
teresting talk.  She  is  totally  blind 
and  wrote  her  speech  previous  to 
the  meeting  by  a  well-known  system 
and  read  it  by  passing  her  fingers 
over  the   raised   characters. 

"I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of 
your  board,"  said  Miss  Hayes,  "to 
the  present  needs  of  some  of  the 
citizens  of  your  &tate  and  city.  At 
a  recent  convention  of  workers 
among  the  blind  much  was  said 
about  the  work  of  educating  them 
and  bettering  their  condition  so  that 
they  might  become  useful  men  and 
women.  We  feel  that  all  should  as- 
certain the  condition  of  persons 
afflicted  with  blindness  and  learn 
their  possibilities.  You  have  in  Bay- 
onnne,  I  am  informed,  about  sixty 
or  sey-enty  blind  persons.  Some  of 
them  are  children  who  ought  to  be 
in  some  school  or  institution  where 
they  could  be  educated  in  some  way 
to  earn  a  livelihood.  Most  of  your 
blind,  however,  are  adults  who  have 
lost  their  ambition  as  well  as  their  j 
sight.  Everything  possible  ought  to 
be  done  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of 
these  persons  and  I  appeal  to  your 
board  to  see  if  they  cannot  be  taught 
things,  such  as  reading  and  writing 
and  caning  chairs,  and  if  any  are 
students,    to    continue    their    teaching. 


"There  are  upwards  of  3,000  blind 
persons  in  New  Jersey,  and  thirty- 
five  of  the  children  are  being  educated 
in  New  York  and  Philadelphia.  I 
would  suggest  that  your  school  chil- 
dren learn  just  how  many  blind  per- 
sons there  are  in  this  city  and  see  if 
you  cannot  bring  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  the  State  officials.  The 
best  way  to  teach  the  blind  is  to  send 
blind  teachers  to  their  homes.  If  you 
can  aid  your  blind  you  will  decrease 
pauperism  and  increase  their  happi- 
ness." 

President  James  Benny  thought  it 
would  be  advisable-  to  bring  the  mat- 
ter to  the  attention  of  the  State 
Board  of  Education,  which  has  funds 
available  to  aid  the  blind.  Miss 
Hayes  thought  it  would  be  better  to 
have  action  taken  by  some  board  in- 
stead of  by  persons  outside  the 
State.  On  motion  of  Trustee  Dono- 
hoe  it  was  decided  to  have  (Superin- 
tendent James  H.  Christie  and  the 
school  teachers  to  procure  a  .census 
of  the  blind  persons  in  the  city  and 
refer  the  matter  to  the  State  Board 
of  Education. 
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HELP   THE  BLIX 

Meethf|  to  Be  H$m  In  Newark  Tues- 
**  day,  January  7. 
Arrangements  have  been  complet- 
ed for  a  meeting  to  be  held  in  the 
Public  Library,  Newark,  Tuesday  af- 
ternoon, January  7,  in  the  interest 
of  the  blind  people  of  the  State.  This 
movement  has  been  started  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  the  passage  of  c\ 
bill  in  the  Legislature  which  will 
take  care  of  the  blind  of  New  Jer- 
sey. 

It  is  argued  that  all  other  classes, 
such  as  cripples,  consumptives,  etc  , 
are  provided  for  by  the  State,  but 
that  nothing  has  ever  been  done  for 
the  blind.  A  meeting  is  to  be  held 
at  Hoboken  today,  when  it  is  hoped 
to   have   framed   such   a   bill   as   will 

imeet  with  the  approval  of  the  Leg- 
islators  and  the  blind.      Percy   Can- 

i  non,  of  East  Second  street,  is  among 
those  who  are  working  hard  for  thi 
objects  sought.  Hi       * 
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WHAT  THE  BLIND  CAN  DO. 

New  Jersey  ha»^rovided.  for  all 
most  every  class  of  her  unfortunates,! 
but  up  to  the  present  time  practical-^ 
ly  nothing  has  been  done  to  elimin-  j 
ate  the  trying  conditions  under 
which  the  blind  labor,  thoughtfully 
suggests  the  Trenton  Advertiser.  Ani 
effort  is  now  under  way  to  interest 
the  State  in  providing  for  their  care  ] 
or  employment.  Casual  statistics  re-j 
cently  obtained  testify  that  there  are 

from  fifteen  hundred  to  two  thousand 

•I 
blind   throughout   the   State   of   New 

Jersey,   many  of  whom,  for  want  of! 

industrial  training  and  through  lack 

of  opportunity  have  been  unable  to 

secure      remunerative      employment; 

despite  their  persistent  individual  ef-j 

forts  to  disperse  the  prevailing  preju-i 

dice,  that  blindness  means  total  dis-i 

ability,    and    to    emphasize    the    fact 

that   from   necessity   the   blind   have 

developed  unusual  mental  resources. 

Whore  the  progressive  blind  have 
had  fairly  equal  opportunities,  their 
competency  is  without  doubt,  and 
their  achievements  almost  without 
limit,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  follow- 
ing examples,  cited  in  a  circular  justj 
issued:  ' 

"Under  the  management  of  a  blind 
postmaster  general,  it  has  been  said,| 
the  mail  system  of  England  has  nev- 
er been  conducted  more  satisfactor- 
ily. A  man  blind  since  childhood 
was  recently  elected  to  the  United 
States  Senate  from  the  new  State  of! 
Oklahoma. 


"How  many  of  the  America  cup 
defending  yachts  have  been  designed 
by  the  blind  Herreshoff  of  Boston? 
The  accomplishments  of  Miss  Helen 
Keller,  who  has  been  deaf,  dumb  and 
blind  from  infancy,  have  astonished 
even  the  most  philosophical.  Colum- 
bia University  employs  a  blind  man 
in  a  fellowship  capacity,  who,  after 
mastering  classics,  subsequently  mas- 
tered mathematics,  and  improvised 
the  highest  branch  of  mathematical 
science,  namely,  calculus  variations. 
The  same  institution  retains  a  blind 
mathematician  to  prepare  students 
for  graduation,  and  who,  finding  the 
American  libraries  inadequate  for  his 
purpose,  went  to  Germany,  return- 
ing a  few  years  later  with  the  degree 
of  doctor  of  philosophy." 
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TO  TAKE  CENSUS 

of  gitt;s  Qy 

This  MatterT/Vas  Brought  to  At- 
tention of  Board  of 
Education. 


MISS  HAYES  SPEAKS 

ON  THEIR  BEHALF 


Before  the  regular  meeting  of  the 
Board  of  Education  was  held  last 
night,  Miss  Hayes,  president  of  the 
Home  For  the  Blind  in  Boston,  gave  a 
interesting  talk  concerning  the  work 
which  is  being  done  for  the  blind  in 
that  city,  Philadelphia  and  other  pla- 
ces.   Miss  Hayes  said  in  part: 

"At  a  convention  cr  workers  for  the 
blind,  held  in  Boston  in  August,  it 
was  decided  that  it  was  a  most  import- 
ant thing  to  call  the  attention  of  in- 
fluential men  to  the  position  of  the 
blind  in  New  Jersey  by  reason  of  its 
location  and  size  it  would  be  advisable 
to  have  a  school  of  its  own.  Each 
citizen  should  feel  the  position  of  the 
blind  in  rhis  city  and  other  places. 
Without  making  a  canvass  I  would 
say  that  we  have  about  sixty  or  sev- 
enty blind  persons  in  this  city.  We 
should  do  all  we  can  to  alleviate  the 
condition  of  these  members  of  so- 
ciety. 

-Now,  friends  of  humanity,  I  cannot 
make  my  appeal  too  strong.     I  appeal 


to  you  to  see  if  they  cannot  be  help- 
ed to  do  things.  The  men  could  earn 
their  living  caneing  chairs  and  by  var- 
ious other  trades  and  the  women,  by 
teaching,  etc.  In  New  York  City  they 
can  even  operate  switchboards.  In 
New  Jersey  there  are  about  3,000 
blind  people.  Of  these,  there  are 
about  thirty  children  being  educated 
in  Philadelphia.  If  a  school  were  es- 
tablished here,  thp.  blind,  np.nplg  would 
have  an  opportunity  of  learning  trades 
etc.  In  New  York  the  blind  persons 
work  is  placed  on  the  market  ana 
they  are  obliged  to  keep  them  up  to 
the  standard  otherwise  V  ould  not 

compete  with     other  in  the 

same  line. 

"What  I  would  ask  you  gentlemen 
to  do  in  Bayonne  is  through  your 
school  children  to  find  out  how  many 
blind  children  there  are  in  Bayonne 
and  if  you  cannot  meet  their  needs  to 
bring  the  matter  to  the  State  Board  of 
Education." 

Has  not  this  matter  been  present- 
ed to  the  State  Board?  inquired  Presi- 
dent Benny,  who  received  a  reply  in 
the  negative. 

"If  you  would  take  the  matter  be- 
fore the  State  Board,"  said  President 
Be«ny,  "it  would  be  much  better,  be- 
cause they  have  control  of  the  funds 
and  have  the  necessary  power,  while 
we  have  not." 

Miss  Hayes  said  that  she  thought 
the  request  for  a  school  for  the  blind 
would  have  more  effect  coming  from 
a  city  in  New  Jersey. 

After  Miss  Hayes  had  concluded 
speaking,  Trustee  Donohoe  introduc- 
ed a  resolution  that  a  census  of  the 
blind  should  be  taken  in  this  city. 
This  was  adopted  by  a  unanimous 
vote. 
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ORGANIZATION 

FOR   BLIND 

OF  STATE 

Formulate  Plans  Here  Next 

Tuesday  to  Give  Afflicted 

Ones  Practical  Aid. 


A  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Free 
Public  Library  in  this  city  next  Tues-| 
day  at  4  p.  m.  for  the  purpose  of  plan- 
ning a  State  association  for  the  blind. 
A  committee  composed  of  Edward  G. 
Baptist,  399  Palisade  avenue,  Jersey 
City;  William  Schett,  364  Central  ave- 
nue, Newark,  and  Miss  C.  A.  L.  O'Neil, 
of  13S  South  Fourteenth  street,  New- 
ark, has  the  matter  in  charge. 

The  organization  contemplated  is  not 
intended  to  be  one  of  a  strictly  char- 
itable nature,  but  "to  receive  and  ex- 
pend public  and  private  donations  for 
the  inauguration  and  extension  of  in- 
dustrial and  educational  facilities  ade- 
quate to  the  needs  of  the  blind." 

It  is  explained  that,  instead  of  blind- 
ness totally  disabling  its  victims,  it 
often  conduces  to  remarkable  mental 
development,  and  points  to  the  case 
of  Helen  Keller  and  other  notable 
afflicted  persons  as  examples.  A  cir- 
cular issued  continues 

"Casual  statistics  recently  obtained  tes- 
tify that  there  are  from  fifteen  hundred 
to  two  thousand  blind  throughout  the 
State  of  New  Jersey,  many  of  whom  for 
want  of  industrial  training  and  through 
lack  of  opportunity  have  been  unable  to 
secure  remunerative  employment;  despite 
their  persistent  individual  efforts  to  dis- 
perse the  prevailing  prejudice,  that  blind- 
ness   means    total    disability,    and    to    em- 


phaeize  the  fact  that  from  necessity  the 
blind  have  developed  unusual  mental  re- 
sou  rces. 

"It  is  these  discouraging:  conditions 
which  prove  a  greater  handicap  and  con- 
tribute more  to  the  dependency  of  the 
blind,  than  the  mere  fact  of  their  loss  of 
physical    vision. 

"Where  the  progressive  blind  have  had 
fairly  equal  opportunities,  their  com- 
petency is  without  doubt,  and  'their 
achievements  almost  without  limit." 
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*  Society  to  Aid  the  Blind. 

Plans  are  made  to  form  aJ3dtwfcu"W'i''5cIa- 
tion  far  the  aid  of  the  blind.  A  meeting 
iwill  be  held  at   the   Fi  Library, 

!  this  city,  at  4  o'clock,  next  Tuesday 
afternoon.  The  committee  in  charge 
comprises  Edward  G.  Baptist,  of  399  Pali- 
sade avenue,  Jersey  City;  William  Schott, 
of  364  Central  avenue,  this  city;  and  Miss 
C.  A.  L.  O'Neill,  of  138  South  Fourteenth 
street,  this  city.  According  to  statistics 
recently  collected,  there  are  from  1,500  to 
2,000  blind  persons  in  Jersey,  many  of 
whom  are  capable  of  doing  something 
toward  earning  a  livelihood,  if  they  had 
assistance,  or  were  taught  to  do  some- 
thing useful. 

A  preliminary  meeting  was  held  in  Ho- 
boken  and  Miss  Caroline  Alexander,  of 
that  city,  acted  as  chairman.  Among 
those  present  were  the  Rev.  A.  W.  Hop- 
per, of  West  New  York;  A.  Dippell,  of 
Hoboken;  Edward  G.  Baptist,  of  Jersey 
City;  William  Schott,  of  Newark;  Miss 
C.  A.  £.  O'Neill,  of  Roseville,  and  Richard 
Stephens,  of  Hoboken.  Plan's  for  the  work 
were  discussed  in  detail. 
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MOVEMENT  TO  ASSIST 
j&R/THIS  STATE 


*P 


Mrs.  Alexander  of  Hoboken  Is 
Chairman — Meeting  To-mor- 
row in  Newark  Library. 


A  (movement  its  in  progress  of  or- 
ganization  looking    toward    the    bet- 
terment   of    the    condition      of    the 
•adult    blifrnd    in    the    State    of    New 
JeaNsey.      At    the    presem.t    titme      'the 
State    cares    for    the    Wind    children 
tfihrough    tlhe    Snisttittutiloins     of    oitheir 
States    as    far    as    the    education    of 
this  class  of  unfortunates  is  concern-  | 
«d.     In  this  respect  the  State  is  far 
tjehlnd    many   of   the    sister    govern- 
ments,   although    far    in    advance    In 
srespect  to  the  care  of  other  unfortu- 
nates.    With  the  end  in  view  to  give 
the  hlind  equal  opportunities  with  all  j 
the  citizens  of  the  State  who  are  in! 
need   of   assistance,  a   temporary  or-j 
ganization    was    perfected    Saturday,  j 
the  28th  inst.    with  Mrs.   C.  B.   Alex- 
ander of   Hoboken   as   chairman    andi 
Mr.  J.  P.  Dippel  as  secretary. 

A  meeting  will  be  held  at  the  Free! 
Public  Library  of  Newark  Tuesday; 
afternoon,  Jan.  7,  at  4  »p.  m.,  atj 
which  the  following  speakers  will 
make  addresses:  Rabbi  Mayers  of i 
Paterson,  N.  J.;  Bishop  Wilson  of i 
Brooklyn,  N.  Y.;  Mr.  Baptist  of  Jer- 
sey City  and  Miss  Winnifred  Holt,! 
secretary  of  the  New  York  Associa-j 
tion  for  the  Improvement  of  the 
Condition  of  the  Blind.  All  persons 
Interested  4n  the  work  are  invited  to 
attend.  i 
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TO  aIWdult  blind 


STATE    SOCIETY    MAY    BE 
FORMED  IN  NEAR  FUTURE. 


Meeting  Held  Yesterday    with  William 

P.  Martin  Presiding — Well-Known 

Speakers  Heard. 


The  organization  of  a  State  society  for 
the  aid  of  the  blind  of  New  Jersey  will 
be  effected  in  the  near  future.  A  meeting- 
was  held  in  the  Free  Public  Library  yes- 
terday afternoon,  following  a  preliminary 
session  in  Hoboken,  last  week,  and  a  com- 
mittee of  three  was  appointed  to  confer 
with*  those  who  attended  the- Hoboken 
meeting,  for  the  purpose- of  arranging  to,* 
a  large  meeting,  to  be  held  either  in  New- 
ark or  Jersey  City,  when  all  of  those  in- 
terested in  the  movement  will  form  them- 
selves into  a  State  society,  with  county 
branches.  At  the  Hoboken  gathering  Mrs. 
Caroline  B.  Alexander,  of  Castle  Point, 
Hoboken,  was  appointed  temporary  chair- 
man, tc  act  in  that  capacity  until  the  so- 
ciety is  formally  organized.  The  commit- 
tee of  three,  appointed,  yesterday,  con- 
sisted of  Rabbi  Eli  Mayer,  of  Paterson, 
chairman;  Miss  C.  A.  O'Neill,  of  Newark, 
and  William  Fellowes  Morgan,  of  Short 
Hills. 

The  committee  was  appointed  by  Assem- 
blyman William  P.  Martin,  who  presided 
during  the  latter  half  of  the  meeting.  Mr. 
Martin  made  a  few  remarks,  telling  those 
present  to  organize  first,  and  then  get 
accurate  information  regarding  the  num- 
ber of  blind  in  the  State,  etc.,  before  ap- 
pealing to  the  Legislature.  He  declared 
that  the  Legislature  would  not  be  doing 
its  duty  by  the  public  if  it  acted  on  such 
a  matter  without  facts. 

An  effort  will  be  made  to  secure  statis- 
tics of  the  number  of  blind  in  Essex  and 
Hudson  counties,  and  other  parts  of .  the 
State,  so  that  the  society  will  have  cor- 
rect data  with-  which  to  substantiate  its 
plea-  to ■  the  State  Legislature  for  the  ap- 
pointing of  a  commission,    the  purpose   of 


which  will  be  to  find  out  the  exact  prob- 
lem of  the  blind  in  the  State,  with  a  view 
to  establishing  an  industrial  home  or 
workshop. 

The  speakers  included  Assemblyman 
William  P.  Martin,  Arthur  W.  McDougall, 
superintendent  of  the  Bureau  of  Associated. 
Charities;  Miss  Elizabeth  P.  Dunning,  of 
the  literary  department  of  the  Overbrook 
School  for  the  Blind,  in  Philadelphia;  Mrs. 
Victor  Pa.rsonette,  of  Newark;  Edward  G. 
Baptist,  of  Jersey  City;  E.  Eigeltinger,  of 
the  local  Y.  M.  C.  A.;  the  Rev.  Robert 
Love,  of  Plainfield,  and  Rabbi  Mayer,  who 
presided  until  Mr.  Martin  entered  and  was 
given  the  chair. 

Mr.  Baptist  said  that  a  committee  has 
been  appointed  at  the  Hoboken  meeting 
to  draw  up  a  resolution  to  be  presented 
to  the  Legislature  asking  for  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission  and  an  appropria- 
tion of  $500  to  be  used  in  obtaining  statis- 
tics. The  resolution  was  to  be  drawn  up 
by  Mrs.  Alexander  and  A.  Dippell,  of  Ho- 
boken. Mr.  Baptist  added  that  any  matter 
they  could  obtain  could  not  be  placed  in 
proper  form  for  consideration  for  this  sea- 
son's Legislature,  and  urged  that  all  pre* 
liminary  vcrk  be  done  during  the  year, 
so  that  when  the  following  Legislature 
convenes  definite  .  action  may  be  imme- 
diately taken. 

Mr.  McDougall  thought  it  advisable  to 
get  a  commission  appointed  by  the  Legis- 
lature to  investigate  conditions,  rather 
than  to  form  a  private  society,  unless  the 
members  of  that  society  should  have  time 
and  money  enough  to  make  a  commission 
unnecessary. 

Letters  were  read  from  Assemblyman 
George  B..  White,  Everett  Colby,  Charles. 
J.  Fiske,  Mayor  of  Plainfield;  the  Rev. 
Adolph  Roeder,  of  Orange,  and  others,  sig- 
nifying their  willingness  to  '  support  the 
project.  .Mr.  Martin  said  that  Sheriff. 
Frank  H.  Sommer  and  Lathrop  Anderson 
were  also  willing  to  join. 

The  names  of  those  present  were  taken 
by  Algernon  Osborne,  the  temporary  sec- 
retary, to  be  forwarded  to  Mrs.  Alexander 
as  charter  members. 
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INJUSTICE    TO    BLIND    C$J,LDREN  ; 

i  l\'s  astonishing  to  find  Conr^nissioii- 
er  of  Charities* and  Corrections  Wight 
in  Iris  annual  ""report  expressing  disap- 
proval of  the  proposition  that  the 
State  establish  a  school  for  the%care 
and  training  of  its  blind  children. 


The  language  of  the  constitution 
as  the  Trenton  Times  points  out,  is 
plain.  "The  Legislature,"  it  reads, 
"shall  provide  for  the  maintenance 
and  support  of  a  thorough  and  effic 
icut  system  of  free  public  schools  for 
the  instruction  of  all  the  children  in 
this  State  between  the  ages  of  five 
and  eighteen  years."  There  is  to  be 
no  discrimination,  according  to  this, 
against  the  blind,  the  deaf  or  mutes. 

"Not  only,"  as  the  Times  says,  "is 
the  blind  child  entitled  to  all  the 
rights  and  privileges  provided  by  cne 
State  for  children  who  can  see,  but 
the  parents  should  rot  be  compelled 
to  employ  a  private  instructor  or  pay 
$830  or  $421.60  to  have  their  blind 
child  educated.  According  to  the  re 
port  of  the  special  commission  an 
pointed  to  investigate  the  condition 
of  the  blind  in  New  Jersey,  there  are 
about  twelve  hundred  of  these  unfor- 
tunates in  the  State.  Of  these,  at 
least  one-third  are  children.  Dr. 
Wight  says  that  the  State  has  for 
many  years  endeavored  to  provide 
for  the  training  of  these  by  appro- 
priating $15,000  annually  for  the  pur- 
pose. 

"It  probably  escaped  the  attention 
of  Commissioner  Wight  that  the  last 
Legislature,  in  its  spasm  of  economy, 
reduced  this  appropriation  by  tone 
sixth,  and  that  for  :he  present  fiscal 
year  but  $12,500  will  be  available  'for 
clothing,  maintenance,  support  and 
instruction  of  the  blind  persons,  in- 
habitants of  this  State.'  It  costs  $300 
for  maintenance  and  instruction,  and 
$30  for  clothing,  per  capita,  we  are 
told;  and  that   'having  no  school  of  its 


.  ;  the     State     sends     twenty-j 
blind  children   to  the  New     York     Tu- 
tor the   Blin.l,   and   nventy-om> 
•vania  Institute  for  the 


'BliiwT 


every  care 


and  help  that  experts  can  give  them. 

"These  forty-three  nearly  exhau 
the  former  appropriation  of  $15,00 
with  the  cut  of  $2,500  some  of  tli 
must  'be  sent  back  home,  and  natural- 
ly they  will  be  those  who  lack  the 
necessary  influence  to  retain  their 
places.  But.  we  are  informed  that 
New  Jersey  is  depending  mpon  the 
charity  of  sister  States,  for  a  costs 
the  New  York  institution  $421.40,  and 
the  Pennsylvania  institution  $406.69 
for  each  one  of  our  children  cared  for 
by  them,  while  we  paid  but  $330. 

"Probably  one-tenth  of  the  blind 
children  in  New  Jersey  are  getting 
the  consideration  that  is  due  to  them.'' 

Can  there  be  any  excuse  for  deny- 
ing the  other  nine-tenths  their  con- 
stitutional right? 

It  would  be  interesting  to  hear  from 
Dr.  Wight  on  that.  '   J 
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IE  SCHOOL 


Wjsfe:  J.  Churchill,  of  Moot-, 
clair,  Petitions  Board  of 

Education. 

TO  GET  ESTIMATES  FOR 

v      ADDITIONS  TO  SCHOOLS 
.    __ 

Board  Will  Spend  $90,000  on 

Enlarging  Buildings,  if  It 
Gets  the  Money. 


The-  Montclair  Board  of  Education 
last  night  received  a  communication 
from  Mrs.  *..  J.  Churchill,  who  was  the 
first  instructor  of  music  in  the  Mont- 
clair schools,  urging-  the  I  to  '.me 
its  influence  with  the  State  Joard  cf 
Education  to  start  a  State  institution 
for  educating  the  blind.  Mrs.  Church- 
ill, who-  is„ ,.7D  years  old  and  resides  in 
MontcJair,  commenced  Home  time  ago 
to  loose  her  ?:  :sight,  and  since  l-iat 
summer  has  been  completely  blind.  The 
board  decided  to  take  the  matter  up 
with  the  State  Board  of  Education. 
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STATE    COMMISSION    FOR    THE     BLINJCL, 

In  speaking  of  this  commission,  of 
which  John  J.  Stanton,  of  Sussex,  was 
appointed  a  member  by  Governor  Fort, 
on  Tuesday,  tWGovernor  says: 

*h<k  co$aiMssion  for  the  blind  was 
pro^idM  for  by  a  joint  resolution  last 
ton.  The  State  of  New  Jersey  is 
now  mpending  about  fifteen  thousand 
dollars  per  year  for  the  care  of  blind 
patients  in  institutions  outside  of  our 
state.  They  cost  $330  each.  Applica- 
tions are  constantly  made  to  the  Gover- 
nor for  further  admission  by  blind  per- 
sons in  our  state  in  these  institutions  in 
other  states.  The  whole  subject  should 
be  considered  in  a  careful  way. 

"The  Legislature  at  its  last  session 
authorized  the  purchase  of  the  Arthur 
Home  property,  Summit.  Whether  this 
will  be  finally  secured  is  doubtful  owing 
to  questions  about  the  character  of  the 
title  which  can  be  given  the  state.  In 
any  event,  a  thorough  study  of  the  ques-j 
tion  should  be  had  by  those  who  are 
competent  to  pass  upon  it." 
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S7VI7B     C.4KE     OF    /rs    1.500    ADULT     BUND. 

The  only  provision  by  this  State  for  the  indigent  blind  is  the  maintenance 
of  about  eighteen  children  in  a  private  asylum  in  New  York  city  and  sixteen  in 
a  similar  institution  in  Pennsylvania.  There  is  no  provision  whatever  for  the 
adult  blind\  except^  tl|e  almshouse.  It  is  said  theje  are  more  than  fifteen  hun- 
dred adult  b%nd  in  New  Jersey.  The  Legislature  has  always  turned  a  deaf  ear 
to. the  proposition  for  a  State  blind  asylum,  and  yet  there  is  no  other  class  of 
dependents  more  worthy  of  State  care.  Private  philanthropy  in  New  Jersey  has 
also  entirely  overlooked  the  blind.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  if  philanthropic 
people  would  take  the  initiative  and  erect  an  asylum  the  Legislature  would  then 
,  make  an  annual  appropriation  for  its  maintenance  or  pay  to  the  asylum  enough 
money  for  the  proper  care  and  training  of  the  blind.  An  institution  under 
private  philanthropic  management  and  State  aided  would  be  preferable  to  a 
State  institution.  It  would  be  better  managed  and  would  be  under  constant  sur- 
veillance by  responsibble  citizens  interested  only  in  the  welfare  of  the  inmates. 
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Blind  idommission  Organizes. 

Trenton,  June  12  (Special).— The  new 
State  Commission  to  Investigate  Condi- 
tions of  the  Blind  met  with  Governor 
Fort  to-day  anret^organized  after  listening 
to  an  explanation  by  the  Chief  Executive 
of  the  purpose  of  the  inquiry.  Richard 
C.  Jenkinson,  of  Newark,  was  chosen, 
president,  and  Algernon  T.  Osborne,  oj? 
Newark,    secretary. 
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STATE  CARE  OP  THE  BLIND. 

In  investigating  the  conation  of  the 
blind  residents  of  New  Jersey  the  com- 
mission recently  appointed  for  that  spe- 
cific   purpose    sl^fcld    consider    whether 


the 


5t  better  care  for  these 
a  State  institution  than 


afflicted 

maintara^them  in  asylums  for  the  blind 
located  in  other  States.     New  Jersey  is 
now    paying    out    between    $12,000    and 
$15,000    annually    for    its    blind    in    New 
York  and  Philadelphia  institutions,  the 
per    capita    cost    of   maintenance    being 
$330  a  year.     An  institution  operated  by 
the  State  should  be  able  to  reduce  this j 
cost,    since    the    State .  would    have    the  j 
benefit   of   work   done   by   the   inmates,  i 
It  is  well-known  that  many  blind  per-  j 
sons  become  such  skilled  craftsmen  as ; 
to    make    living    wages,    while    at    any 
rate  the  labor  of  inmates  ,©f  the  State 
institution  could  be  utilized  to  some  ex- 
tent to  reduce  the  cost  of  maintenance. 
Under   the   present    system    compara- 
tively   few    of    the    State's    blind    resi-i 
dents   are   cared   for  at   the  public   ex- 
pense  and    these   not   under   the    direct 
charge    of    the    State's    representatives. 
New  Jersey  is  doing  less  comparatively 
for    the    blind    than    for    its    insane    or 
epileptic  citizens.     Whether  it   is  doing 
its  full  duty  by  them  is  something  foi 
the  new   State   Commission   to  consi< 
and  report  upon. 
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SEEK  TO  HELP 
^TATE'S  BLIND 


Commission  Mfeans  to  Get  Date 
fcr. Recommendations  to 
^     Legislature* 


FUND  FOR  BOARD  EXHAUSTED 


Preliminary  arrangements  for  a  thor- 
ough investigation  of  the  condition  of  the 
blind  residents  of  this  State  and  the  meth- 
ods used  by  other  States  in  caring  for 
those  similarly  afflicted  were  made  by  the 
State  commission  which  has  the  subject 
in  charge  at  a  meeting  in  the  Free  Public 
Library    building    to-day. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  commission 
Richard  C.  Jenkinson  was  chosen  chair- 
man and  Algernon  A.  Osborne  secretary. 
The  other-  three  members— John  J.  Stau- 
ton,  of  Sussex:  Mrs.  Frank  B.  Coltom  o| 
this  county,  and  Miss  Emily  B.  Roebling. 
of  Mercer — were  requested  to  join  with" 
Secretary  Osborne  in  ascertaining  just 
what  the  commission  was  expected  to  do. 

They  did  so  --and  in  a  report  pfreseAiea 
i  to-day  made  it  apparent  that  they*  will 
have  to  devote  much  time  to  the  task 
in  order  to  be  in  a  position  to  mr.ke  a 
comprehensive  report  to  the  Legislature 
next  January  as  directed  by  the  resolu- 
tion creating  the  commission. 

Mr.  Osborne  reported  a  list  of  adult 
blind  persons  now  being  cared  for  in  va- 
rious institutions  not  equipped  to  prop- 
erly treat  the  blind,  because  the  annual 
appropriation  for  the  board  of  those  so 
afflicted  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia  in- 
stitutions is  exhausted. 

Mr;  Jenkinson  said  this  fact  demonstrat- 
ed that  the  inquiry  had  been  too  long  de- 
layed, and  inasmuch  as  the  commission1 
had  assumed  the  responsibility  of  devis- 
ing the  best  method  to  recommend  to  th.3 
State  for  the  amelioration  of  the  condi- 
tion of.  the  blind,  the  work  should  be 
vigorously  prosecuted. 


The  Overbrook  Institute  in  Philadelphia. 

where  thirty-five  residents  of  this  State 
are  maintained,  the  chairman  added,  ic 
overcrowded.  The  management  has  de- 
cided to  accept  no  more  patients  from 
this  State,  and  may  at  an  early  date 
refuse  to  .longer  care  for  the  New  Jersey 
patients  now  in  the  institution. 

Another  feature  which  the  commission 
should  go  into,  Mr.  Jenkinson  declared, 
is  the  remarkable  increase  in  the  growth 
of  blindness,  now  said  to  be  thirteen  to 
each  1,000  of  the  population,  and  a  much 
larger  proportion  if  cases  of  impaired 
vision  are  considered. 

The  conditions,  the  chairman  averred, 
were  due  in  many  cases  to  careless  treat- 
ment of  the  eyes  at  birth,  and  it  might 
be  well  to  seek  the  co-operation  of  the 
State  Board  of  Health  and  various  State 
institutions  in  obtaining  data  and  su 
gesting  remedies. 
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BLIND    INVESTIGATION. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  commission  to 
investigate  the  condition  of  the  blind 
residents  of  New  Jtrsey  and  recommend 
remedijfsUjy  wkjjfch  their  condition  may 
be  am|lioWfc|cT.  one  of  the  members 
said  th%re*are  thirteen  blind  persons 
to  each  1,000  of  population.  As  by 
the  census  of  1905  there  was  a 
'population  of  2,144,1X4,  that  would 
make  the  number  of  New  Jersey's 
blind  nearly  28,000,  which  seems 
incredible.  But  if  the  number  is  but 
a  tenth,  it  is  large  enough  to  warrant 
the  Legislature  in  providing  an| 
institution  in  which  they  may  Jbe 
instructed  and  the  needy  ones  cared 
for. 

The  State  makes  an  annual 
appropriation  of  $15,000  "for  clothing", 
maintenance,    support    and    instruction 

of    th©    ^yJnuififgrfF*"* ttihoh^n^    of 

this  State."  Heretofore  such  as  have 
been  cared  for  by  the  State  have  been 
placed  in  institutions  In  New  York 
and      Philadelphia,      but      these      have 


become  so  overcrowded  that  no  more 
can  be  received  and  a  number  have 
been  sent  to  institutions  not  properly- 
equipped  to  treat  them.  Besides  the 
appropriation  is  insufficient  to  provide 
for  all  who  are  worthy  and  in  need 
of   the   State's   aid. 

The  insane,  epileptics,  consumptives, 
feeble-minded,  deaf-mutes,  paupers 
and  other  classes  are  provided  for,  and 
there  are  those  who  would  have 
established  a  women's  prison,  a 
women's  reformatory,  a  reformatory 
for  incorrigible  girls,  and  even  a  home 
for  drunkards.  Before  any  of  these 
is  authorized  there  should  be  an 
institution  for  the  blind,  where  the 
unfortunates  may  be  taught  to  read 
and  write  and  instructed  in  such 
trades  as  will  enable  them  to  become 
at    least    partially    self-supporting. 

None  of  the  many  commissions' 
recently  appointed  has  a  more 
important  work  than  that  which  is  to 
investigate  the  condition  of  the  blind. 
The  inquiry  should  have  been  made 
long  ago.  Its  report  no  doubt  will 
impel  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  a 
deserving  class,  if  it  does  not  result ; 
in  measures  to  remedy  the  growing 
increase  of  cases  of  impaired  vision. 
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The  Condition  of  t{|0*Blln<i. 

:      The  first  steps  in  an  investigation  of  the 
!  condition  of  the  blind  of  this  State  were 
I  takejlkpn  Friday,  when  the  State  commis- 
sion   appointed    tSr    that   purpose,    met   in 
the  Public-  Library  for  organization.  Rich- 
ard? C.    Jenldnson    was    chosen    chairman 
j  and   Algernon  I.   Osborne,   secretary.     The 
I  other   members    are    John    J.    Slanton,    of 
}  Sussex;   Mrs.   Frank  B.   Collon,   of  Essex, 
j  and   Mrs.   Emily   B.    Roebling,   of  Mercer. 
j  It   is   said   that  the   new   commission   will 
j  ask  the  State   Board  of  Health  and  State 
'  institutions    to    furnish    data    relative    to 
I  the  causes  of  blindness.  -;  ,, 
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SEEK  TO  HELP 

I  STATE'S  BLIND 


Commission  4  ftMns    to   Get    Data 
|pr<  Recommendation  to 
"     Legislature. 


r  Preliminary  arrangements  for  a 
thorough  investigation  of  the  condi- 
tion jarfw^hftwJbli^. , resident s  of  this 
|  State  and  the  methodT'^use^rtf^'other 
States  in  caring  for  those  similarly 
afflicted  were  made  by  the  State  com- 
mission which  has  the  'subject  iin 
charge  at  a  meeting  in  the  Free  Pub- 
lic Library  building  yesterday. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  com- 
mission Richard  C'  Jenkinson  .was 
chosen  chairman  and  Algernon  A.  Os- 
borne secretary.  The  other  three 
members — John  J.  Stanton,  of  Sus- 
sex; Mrs.  Frank  B.  Colton,  of  Es- 
sex county,  and  Miss  Emily  B.  Roeb- 
ling,  of  Mercer— were  requested  to 
join  with  Secretary  Osborne  in  ascer- 
taining just  what  the  commission  wasj 
expected  to  do. 

They  did  so  and  in  a  report  pre- 
sented yesterday  made  it  apparent 
that  they  will  have  to  devote  much 
time  to  the  task  in  order  to  be  in  a 
position  to  make  a  comprehensive  re- 
port to  the  Legislature  next  January 
as  directed  by  the  resolution  creating 
the  commission.  J 

Mr.  Osborne  reported  a  list  of  adult 
blind  persons  now  being  cared  for  in 
various  institutions  not  equipped  to 
properly  treat  the  blind,  because  the 
annual  appropriation  for  the  board  of 
those  so  afflicted  in  New  York  and 
Philadelphia  institutions  is  exhausted. 

Mr.  Jenkinson  said  this. fact  demon- 
strated that  the  inquiry  had  been  too 
long    delayed,    and    inasmuch    as    the 


commission  had  assumed  the  respon- 
sibility of  devising  the  best  method  to 
recommend  to. the  State  for  the  ame- 
lioration of  the  condition  of  the  blind, 
the  work  should  be  vigorously  prose- 
cuted. 

The  Overbrook  Institute  in  Phila- 
delphia, where  hirty-five  residents  of 
this  State  are  maintained,  the  chair- 
man added  is  overcrowded.  The  man- 
agement has  decided  to  accept  no 
more  patients  from  this  State,  and 
may  at  an  early  date  refuse  to  longer 
care  for  the  New  Jersey  patients  now 
in  the  institution. 

Another  feature  which  the  commis- 
sion should  go  into,  Mr.  Jenkinson 
declared,  is  the  remarkable  increase 
in  the  growth  of  blindness,  now  said 
to  be  thirteen  to  each  1,000  of  the 
population,  and  a  much  larger  pro- 
portion if  cases  of  impaired  vision  are 
(  considered. 

The  conditions,  the  chairman  aver- 
red, were  due  in  many  cases  to  care- 
less treatment  of  the  eyes  at  birth. 
and  it  might  be  well  to  seek  the  co- 
operation of  the  State 
Health  and  various  State  institutioi 
in  obtaining  data  and 
remedies. 
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TREATMENT  OF  TH^.  BLIND! 

The  Newark  News  fails  to  appreciate 
the  need  of  a  State  asylum  for  the 
blind,  arguing-  on  the  score  of  economy 
that  ijf\is  cheaper  for  the  State  to 
maintain  its  indigent  blind  residents 
in  private  institutions  than  take  them 
directly  \nder  its  charge  and  provide 
adequately  for  them.  Surely  the  News. 
does  hot  think  that  the  fifty  dependent 
blind  persons  now  cared  for  by  the 
State  constitute  all  or  anywhere  near 
the  number  that  can  justly  claim  such 
paternal  care. 

A  member  of  the  commission  recently 
appointed  to  investigate  the  condition 
of  the  blind  residents  of  the  state  is 
authority  for  the  statement  that  there 
are  thirteen  blind  persons  to  each  1,000 
of  population,  which  would  make  a 
total  in  the  state  of  about  28,000,  and 
it  is  reasonable  to  infer  that  a  large 
proportion  of  these  Unfortunates  are 
dependent  upon  charity.  Nor  does  our 
contemporary  take  account  of  the  blind 
in  the  poor  houses,  whose  condition 
should    be    ameliorated. 

The  fact"  is,  the  State  has  not  given 
as  much  consideration  to  its  indigent 
blind  as  to  other  afflicted  and  defective 
residents.  A  few  of  them  it  sends  out- 
side the  State,  away  from  relatives 
arid  friends,  and  takes  for  granted  that 
they  are  well  cared  for,  although  the 
-institutions  may  be  reported  over- 
crowded and  the  training  of  the  in- 
mates neglected.  if  the  State  un- 
dertakes the  care  of  the  indigent  blind, 
why  shouldn't  the  mantle  of  its  charity 


extended  to  cover  all,  and  not  a 
favored  few,  of  this  unfortunate  class? 
In  ^.nparison  with  her  sister  States, 
New  Jersey  has  nothing  to  boast  of  in 
her  charitable  treatment  of  the  blind. 
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CHARITIES 
!  BENEFIT  BY 

DOYLtfS  WILL 

\  \  - — 

Home  of  Blind  Is  Given  $2,000 

antiU&&-  Joseph's  Home 

Receives  $5,000. 


FAMILY  GET®  REST 

OF  $500,000  ESTAT 


1  After  stipulating  that  $1,000  shall 
be  given  to  t'he  pastor  of  St.  Peter's 
Catholic  Church  for  prayers  for  the 
repose  of  his  soul  and  the  soul  of 
his  wife,  Michael  Doyle,  a  saloon- 
keeper, who  began  business  at  Mont- 
gomery and  Van  Vorst   Sts.   50  years 

ago.  in  his  will  which  was  offered 
for  probate  to-day,  gives  $5,000  to 
the  Sisters  of  the  '  Peace  of  St. 
Joseph's  Home  on  York  Street,  and 
he  eives  $2,000  to  the  Home  of  the 
Blind,  Pavonia  Avenue.  These  are 
the  only  philanthropic  features  of 
Mr.  Doyle's  will.  To  Ms  house- 
keeper. Mav  Baxter,  he  gives  $1,000. 
'The  remainder  of  the  property,  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  at  least  half  a 
million,  is  divided  among  his  heirs. 
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PING  NEW  JERSEY'S  BLII^D/ 


[ffort  Being  Made  by  Commission  to 
Give  ThemgOpportunitles  of  Work. 

Sfccial  to  The  NezvYggfr  Times. 

MONTCTJ^n^m^TsepL^-"  Light 
throughf  w6rk "  is  the  Tesult  that  the 
State  commission  to  investigate  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind  in  New  Jersey  is  en- 
deavoring to  bring  about  for  the  sightless 
ones  of  the  State.  The  commission,  which 
has  offices  in  the  Public  Library  Building 
in  Newark,  is  making  a  census  of  the 
blind  of  the  State,  and  it  is  now  estimated 
that  there  are  over  1,200  persons  thus 
afflicted. 

In  securing  the  census  the  commission 
has  the  co-operation  of  the  police  in  many 
cities.  The  policeman  usually  knows  every 
blind  person  on  his  beat.  The  identity  of 
every  blind  person  in  Jersey  City,  Ho- 
boken,  Camden,  Passaic,  Paterson,  and 
Newark  has  been  obtained  by  this  method. 

The  commission  finds  that  the  great 
need  in  this  State  is  not  a  home  for  the 
blind,  but  suitable  and  remunerative  em- 
ployment for  those  who  are  sightless. 
Nine  out  of  every  ten  blind  persons  com- 
municated with  by  the  commission  have 
stated  that  they  would  prefer  to  be  en- 
gaged at  some  work  which  would  enable 
them  to  live  independently  and  not  be- 
come idle  charges. 

The  commission  is  endeavoring,  there- 
fore, to  find  new  fields  of  usefulness  for 
the  blind.  According  to  the  census  re- 
turns, the  usual  occupations  for  the  blind 
are  piano  tuning,  broom  making,  and  cane 
chair  making.  There  are  some  blind 
stenographers  in  the  State,  and  only  a  few 
days  ago  the  commission  received  a  letter 
that  was  dictated  to  a  blind  person.  A 
number  of  the  blind  in  the  State  are  also 
employed  as  telephone  operators. 

One  of  the  plans  of  the  commission  is  to 
establish  workshops  for  the  blind  in  all  the 
larger  cities.  It  is  also  proposed  to  have 
the  blind  children  taught  in  separate 
classes  in  the  public  schools. 

The  census  of  the  blind  is  bringing  some 
interesting  cases  to  the  attention  of  the 
commission.  One  of  the  most  remark- 
able is  that  of  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Churchill 
of  Montclair.  Mrs.  Churchill  has  been 
stricken  blind  at  the  age  of  72  years.  For 
twenty-two  years  she  had  taught  in  the 
public  schools  of  Montclair.  When  blind- 
ness overtook  her  she  resolutely  set  about 
to  ameliorate  her  condition.  Mrs.  Churchill 
learned  to  read  by  the  Braille  system, 
and  has  perfected  herself  in  the  use  of  a 
typewriter  with  raised  characters. 
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TAKING  CENSUS 
OF  BLIND  PERSONS 


A  census  of  the  lilind  persons  resid- 
ing in  this  city,  has  boon  taken  by  the 
police  at"' the  r.ecfuest  of  A.  C.  Studer, 
Jr.,  secretary  of  the  State  Blind  Com- 
mission, and  the  list  was  forwarded 
yesterday.  It  is  as  follows:  William 
O'Malley,  54  Model  avenue;  Mrs. 
Thomas  Convery,  115  South  Warren 
^et;  Stephen  W.  Trevis,  543  North 
len  avenue;  Newton  Satterthwait, 
Market    street;    Williani    Walker, 

1  Elmer  street;  Samuel  Shelly,  145 
Bayard  street;  Howard  Paul,  742 
South  Broad  street;  Harry  Lawtor, 
121  Hamilton  avenue;  John  Lees,  19 
Anderson  street;  Peter  A.  Carey,  348 
South  Broad  street;  Adeline  Blauth, 
303  Jackson  street;  Sarah  Dugan,  518 
Bridge  street;  Laura  Stillwell,  445 
South  Broad  street;  Joseph  Gasser, 
119  Centre  street;  Joseph  Kowaski, 
628  Lamberton  street;  James  Brady. 
221  Grand  street;  George  and  Harry 
Dansbu^y,    616    Second    street. 
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STATE  WANTS  TO 
CARE  FOR  BUND 

The    local    police    this    morni 


morning  re- 
ceived a  commpnicat.ion  from  tthe 
Stdte\  Commt^on  which  has  in 
ctifrg^^Apwol-k  of  caring  or  thfj 
blifrd,  |LsKing  that  Chief  Teni 
to  Trenton  a  list  of  names 
sons\jn  this  city  afflicted 
ness.  The  commission  is  taking  i 
census  of  the  number  of  blind  per- 
sons in  the  State.  w,  .J  J 
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CARING    FOR    THE,^*,*^ 

The  cOmmissica*  appointed  to  inves- 
tigate the  con^ion  of  the  blind  i& 
submitted  a  report  to 
*t  detailing  the  work 
accomplisiiedmiiji  making 
're* ommendations  for  the  care  of  this 
unf o'v\ unate  ^class.  No  f-unds^  were 
available  for  the  commission,  aiid  in 
consequence  all  the  wrork  has  bee^n 
done  at  the  expense  of  the  individual 
members. 

The   general    conclusion   is   reached 
that  the  condition  of  the  blind  in  this 
state  is  similar  to  that  in  most  of  me 
states,  although    some    of  them  ^.ave 
taken   advanced   steps   for   their   care 
ajp&  treatment  and  the  prevention  of  i 
the   affliction.     It  is     estimated     that  I 
there   are   about   1,100   blind   in     this  J 
state — one  to  every  2,000  inhabitants.! 
The  commission  urges  the  establish- f 
^nient   of    a    permanent   board   for   im- 
proving  the  •  condition   of   the      blind, 
to  serve  as  a  bureau  of  investigation, 
information  and  advice.     It  is  recom- 1 
mended  that  the  board  be  empowered 
to  provide  suitable  homes,  workshops  I 
or  institutions  best  suited  to  the  need  I 
of  the  state.     It  is  urged  that  proper' 
laws  be  passed  relative  to  the  preven-i 
tion  of  infant  blindness,  and  all  other 
blindness    that    can    be    prevented    by 
surgical  and  sanitary  efforts.    The  last 
recommendation  is  that  the  permanent; 
board    should    be    duly    authorized    by 
law  to  oversee  the  varied  branches  of 
the  work  for   ameliorating  the   condi- 
tion of   the   blind;      to    prepare     and 
maintain  a  register  of  all  the  blind  in 
the    state ;      that    a    law    should     be 
passed  requiring  physicians  to  report 
to  the  board  all  cases  of  defective  vis- 
ion and  to  be  empowered     with     any 
other  requisites  deemed  necessary  by 
the  best     authorities     entrusted     wit 
the  work  after  investigation, 
em  and 
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TlOOfBLIND  IN  NEW  JERSEY 
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Governor  Asked  to  Appoint  Board 
Improve  Their   Condition. 

SPECIAL'  TELEGRAM   TO   PUBLIC    LEDGER.] 

NTON,  Dec.  19.  —  The  commission 
inted  to  investigate  the  condition  of 
the  blind  in  New  Jersey  has  submitted  a 
report  to  Governor  Fort,  showing  that 
tfcere  are  about  1100  blind  in  the  State,  or 
ef,  ratio  of  one  to  every  2000  inhabitants.  In 
New  York  the  ratio  is  estimated  at  one  to 
1210,  and  in  Massachusetts  one  to  1862. 

The  establishmentof  a  permanent  board 
for  improving  the  condition  of  the  blind, 
empowered  to  perfect  an  organization,  to 
the  eiid  thai  the  board  may  serve  as  a 
bureau  of  investigation,  information  and 
advidf,  is  urged  by  the  commission.  It  is 
recommended  that  the  board  be  empower- 
to  provide  suitable  homes,  workshops 
or_institutions  best  suited  to  the  need  of 
\he  State,  after  further  investigation  and 
Rierough  inspection  of  the  methods 
other  States  and  countries,  upon  approv 
of  the  proper  authorities. 
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Governor  Fort  Commends  The    Work    oi    The 
Blind  ^Jfommission. 

'Governor  Fort  on  Monday  night  trans- 
mitted to  the  Legiglmure  the  report  of 
the  commisiio^^p|3rt)inted  to  investigate 
the  condition's  of  the  blind  of  this  state • 
Thw  iSotfimission  consists  of  Richard  C. 
Jenfcinson,  Mrs.  Helen  Colton  and  A.  A. 
Oaborne,  of  Essex,  Miss  Emily  Roebling 
of  Mercer  and  John  J.  Stanton,  of  Sussex. 
The  Governor's  reference  to  the  report 
of  the  commission  is  as  follows. 

By  joint  resolution  No.  8,  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature  and 
approved  April  9,  1908,  the  Governor  was 
authorized  to  appoint  a  commission,  to 
consist  of  five  persons,  to  examine  into 
the  condition  of  the  blind  in   this  state. 

This  commission  was  appointed  by  the 
Governor,  and  they  have  made  a  report 
which  is  admirable  in  every  respect.  It 
gives  the  condition  of  the  blind  people 
in  our  state,  their  probable  number,  and 
makes  a  comparison  between  this  and 
other  states  on  this  subject. 

The  number  of  blind  in  New  Jersey  is 
estimated  in  the  report  to  be  about  one 
in  every  2,000  of  our  population,  or  a 
little  over  2,000  persons,  while  in  New 
York  the  ratio  is  one  to  1,210,  and  in 
Massachusetts  one  to  every  1,862. 

The  commission  employed  a  person  to 
visit  the  various  blind  people  in  the 
state,  over  500  blind  persons  were  visited^ 
and  special  records  were  obtained  by 
the  commission's  agent  in  each  of  these 
cases. 

The  commission  in  their  report  recom- 
i  mend :  

First — The  establishment  of  a  perman- 
ent board  for  the  improvement  of  the 
condition  of  the  blind. 


■ 


Second— The  providing  of  suitable 
homes,  workshops  and  institutions  in 
the  state  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  blind. 

Third— Proper  laws  to  prevent  blind- 
ness of  infants. 

Fourth — A  provision  to  permit  the 
permanent  board  to  oversee  the  various 
branches  of  the  work  and  to  maintain  a 
register  of  all  the  blind  in  the  state, and 
requiring  physicians  of  the  state  to  re- 
port all  cases  of  defective  vision  for 
proper  action  on  the  part  of  the  board. 

The  report  is  signed  by  the  entire 
o  amission.  It  is  an  exceeding  valuable 
document.  The  commission  handled  its 
work  with  very  little  cost  and  is  en- 
titled to  the  commendation  of  the  Legis- 
lature for  the  way  in  which  it  performed 
its  duties. 

I  recommend  that  a   reasonable  num- 
ber of  copies  of  this  report  be  printe 
as  it  is  an  exceedingly  valuable  doc 
ment. 

Five  hundred  copies  of    this    repo 
were  ordered  printed. 
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Australia's    Children's    Department. 

To  the  Editor  of  The  Star: 

I    The  President  has  recommended  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  •'federal   children's   bu- 
reau."    Pe&iaps  all  *#your  readers  are 
not    aware    tl)Atitiy^Pstralia    there    has 
been  for  several   years  a  state  children's 
department,  f  From   all   that  I  can  learn 
I  do  not  think  that  the  work  is  as  broad 
in  its  scope  as  would  be  that  of  such  a 
bureau  as  President  Roosevelt  suggests. 
The  Australian   department  was   created 
primarily    for    the    purpose    of   lessening 
the   rate   of   infant   mortality.      As  a  re- 
ult  of  the  work  done  by  this  department 
he  deaths  among  children  have  been  re- 
uced  one-half. 

One  fruitful  cause  of  dependency  is 
lindness.  The  President  calls  attention 
to  the  necessity  of  an  effort  to  "eradicate 
causes  of  dependency."  It  is  interesting 
to  note  that  while  most  of  our  states 
(not  all)  make  some  provision  for  the 
care  of  the  bHnd««»2»ew  Jersey  is  the" 
only  state  that  has  taken  any  measures 
to  prevent  blindness. 

When  we  remember  that  the  Society 
for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Animals 
antedates  the  Society  for  the  Prevention 
of  Cruelty  to  Children  by  several  years 
we  are  not  surprised  to  hear  that  there 
are  seventeen  states  which  make  no  pro- 
vision for  the  care  and  protection  of  de- 
pendent children. 

The  President  justly  regrets  the  lack  ! 
of  "recognized  and  authoritative  sources 
of  information  on  subjects  relating  to 
child  life."  But,  after  all,  it  is  not  so 
much  the  lack  of  a  source  of  informa- 
tion as  the  lack  of  interest  on  the  part 
of  the  public  that  should  be  blamed  for 
the  terrible  wrongs  inflicted  upon  child- 
hood. 

The  corner  stone  of  all  man-made  law 
is  human  selfishness.  Charters  and 
grants  Of  privilege  are  not  the  generous 
gifts  of  the  ruler  to  the  people,  but  un- 
willing concessions  to  the  might,  not  the 
right,  of  the   many. 

So  necessary  is  it  that  a  question  must 
become  a  personal  one  before  interest 
awakens  that  there  is  little  cause  for 
[wonder  that  the  "bitter  cry  of  the  chil- 
dren" has  been  so  long  unheeded. 
I  LAVIN1A '  HAUKjyBajfilfcg^ 
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Helping  Dependent  Children. 

New  Jersey  Is  said  to  be  the  only  state 
that  hal  taken  any  measures  to  prevent 
blindness,  although  other  states  do  what 
th-sife-satr-to  alleviate  the  evil  after  It  has 
occurred.    Australia  has  a  children's  state 
department,   which  was   organized  in  th< 
beginning  to  prevent  infant  mortality  an< 
is  said  to  have  diminished  deaths  amonj 
children  one-half.     It  is  not  as  broad  in 
its  scope  as  that  suggested  by  President 
Roosevelt,   which   would,   no  doubt,   be   a 
rattem  of  its  kind  if  Congress  would  de- 

rirtA   in    favor  of   It. 
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THE     STATE'S     BL 

Newark  News,  February  lith 

According  to  the  report  made  to  the 
Governor  by  the  commission  to  investi- 
gate the  condition  off  the  blind  in  New 
Jersey,  there  are jClOO  persons  in  this 
State  who  iiven^ithout  seeing  the  light 
of  day,  ancl^tliisf  though  the  proportion 
of  our  blind  is  considerably  less  than 
that  of  Massachusetts  and  but  little  more 
than  half  that  of  New  York.  Of  the 
sightless,  about  three- fifths  are  men  and 
two-fifths  women. 

It  is  now  proposed  to  add  to  the  nu- 
merous institutions  in  this  state  one  for 
the  support,  care  and  medical  or  surgi- 
cal treatment  of  the  blind..  The  com- 
mission referred  to  urged  the  establish- 
ment of  a  permanent  board  for  improv- 
ing the  condition  of  the  blind,  and  they 
recommended  that  the  board  be  empow- 
ered to  provide  suitable  homes,  work- 
shops or  institutions  best  suited  to  the 
needs  of  the  state,  and  that  laws  be 
passed  relative  to  the  prevention  of  in- 
fant blindness  and  all  other  blindness 
that  can  be  prevented  by  surgical  or 
sanitary  efforts. 


The  most  pathetic  and  by  far  the  most 
important  part  of  the  commission's  re- 
port is  this  last  recommendation;  for  it 
appears  to  be  an  established  fact  that 
fully  one-fourph  of  the  unfortunate  peo- 
ple who  are  now  sightless  might  have 
been  saved  from  their  sad  condition  had 
they  received  proper  treatment  at  the 
right  time.  A  pamphlet  recently  issued 
by  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind  declares  that  twenty  five  per  cent, 
of  the  sightless  are  the  victims  of  an  in- 
fantile affection  of  the  eyes  which  might 
easily  have  been  cured  permanently. 
The  specific  discovered  for  this  form  of  ' 
blindness  is  considered  almost  infallible, 
and  the  treatment  is  as  simple  as  it  is 
effectual. 

The  time  for  applying  this  specific  is 
at  birth,  and  the  proper  one  to  adminis- 
ter it  is  a  physician,  competent  to  diag- 
nose the  ophthalmic  malady  at  that  time. 
If  not  then  noticed  and  treated,  total 
and  permanent  blindness  is  likely  to  en- 
sue. Almost  without  exception,  the  New 
York  Society  reports,  the  blind  inmates 
of  the  schools  and  asylums  are  the  chil- 
dren of  ignorant  or  impoverished  peo- 
ple, whose  offspring  are  brought  into  the 
world  without  proper  medical  treatment 
and  care,  the  services  of  a  physician 
being  substituted  by  that  of  the  more 
ignorant  but  less  expensive  midwife. 

If  the  statistics  presented  by  the  New 
York  society  are  appiicible  to  New  Jer- 
sey, as  they  prooably  are,  then  there  are 
in  this  state  no  leys  than  275  citizens 
who  would  be  in  the  full  possession  of 
their  eyesight  had  they  been  properly 
attended  at  their  entrance  into  this 
world.  The  state  may  yet  feel  impelled 
to  take  care  of  those  who,  through  the 
deprivation  of  sight  from  whatever 
cause,  are  unable  to  care  for  themselves, 
but  its  greater  duty  is  to  insist  upon  the 
enforcement  of  such  measures  and  the 
use  of  such  medical  or  surgical  treat 
ment  as  will  prevent  blindness  which  is 
preventable,  and  which  is  the  result  of 
ignorance  or  carelessness,  or  both. 


There  is  economy  in  such  measures.  If 
thereby  the  aggregate  proportion  of 
blindness  in  this  state  can  be  reduced 
twenty- five  per  cent,  it  is  the  cheapest 
plan  possible,  for  it  qualifies  those  who 
would  otherwihe  be  blind  and  helples^ 
to  be  self-supportiug  and  contributors  Jo 
the  public  treasury.  #, 
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air  Heiress 
of  Trenton 
Benefactress 
of  the  Blim 

l/liss  faoebling  Is  New  Jersey  Com-| 

missioner  to  Examine  Into 

Condition  of  Sightless. 


ENTHUSIASTIC  IN  WORK  IN 
BEHALF  OF  UNFORTUNATES 


Strongly  Advocates  Purchase  by- 
State  of  Books  for  Their 
Benefit. 


[special,  to  xea  evening  telegram.] 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  Tuesday.— Miss  Emily 
Roebling,  the  accomplished  daughter  of 
Ferdinand  W.  Roebling,  treasurer  of  the 
Roebling  "Wire  Works  in  this  city,  while 
participating  in  social  gayeties  here  and 
in  other  cities,  is  one  of  the  most  enthu- 
siastic members  of  the  New  Jersey  Com- 
mission appointed  by  Governor  Fort  to 
examine  into  the  condition  of  the  blind  of 
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the  State.  She  takes  an  immense  interest 
In  the  work  and  derives  enjoyment  from 
the  services  rendered  to  the  unfortunates. 

Miss  Roebling  is  of  the  opinion,  after 
visiting  hundreds  of  blind  persons,  that 
the  State  should  make  an  appropriation 
for  books  for  the  sightless.  While  many 
cities  of  the  State  have  public  libraries, 
there  are  few  which  contain  books  for 
the  blind,  and  the  supplying  of  these  will 
be  one  of  the  strongest  recommendations 
in  .Miss  Koebling's  report  to  the  Governor. 

She  also  favors  having  a  isiting  teaher 
in  each  town  or  city  to  instruct  the  blind, 
This,  she  believes,  is  better  for  the  pres- 
ent than  an  institution  or  school,  which  it 
was  proposed  that  the  State  should  build, 
in  view  of  the  fact,  that  many  persons  un- 
able to  see  are  'possessed  of  moderate 
means  and  would  not  attend  such  an  in- 
stitution were  it  provided. 

Since  her  appointment  Miss  Roebling  has 
visited  many  parts  of  the  State  seeking 
out  the  blind  and  endeavoring  to  help 
them.  She  has  f reqtiently  drawn  on  her 
private  purse  to  afford  relief  to  those  who 
are  destitute  as  well  as  blind,  but  this 
part  of  her  work  the  young  heiress  will 
not  discuss. 

Miss  Roebling  says  she  finds  blind  as  a 
rule  most  willing  andr  anxious-  to  learn, 
both  to  read  and  to  become  independent, 
in  a  measure,  by  being  able  to  make  a 
living  in  doing  work  which  their  condition 
permits.  One  difficulty  which  she  has  en- 
countered has  been  that  in  many  Instances 
persons'  afflicted  with  blindness  do  not 
care  to  present  themselves  to  strangers, 
being  apparently  of  the  opinion 'that  the 
visitor  is  prompted  largely  by  curiosity. 
For  this  reason  she  favors  having  a  visit- 
ing teacher  who  is  also  blind,  because  she 
believes  a  person  afflicted  in  the  same 
manner  can  approach  the  blind  in  a  way 
that  is  understood  by  them. 

In  Pennington,  a  small  town  near  this 
city.  Miss  Roebling  found  seventeen  per- 
sons wrho  are  unable  to  see.  In  one  family 
three  members  were  blind.  She  has  Visited 
all  the  blind  persons  in  Trenton  and  in  her 
investigations  she  has  found  that  most  of 
the  afflicted  ones  obtain  books  for  the 
blind  in  New  York  or  Philadelphia.  This 
she  takes  as  conclusive  proof  that  such 
reading  should  be  supplied  In  this  city, 
and,  as  her  father  is  one  of  the  Trenton 
Public  Library  Commissioners,  she  will  in 
all  probability  have  her  way  in  this  mat- 
ter. Most  of  the  blind  residents  of  the 
State,  it  has  been  learned,  live  in  Newark. 
•In  Mrs.  Mary  Ferry,  of  this  city,  Miss 
Roebling  has  found  not  only  a  patient  suf- 
ferer, but  one  who  has  done  much  to  aid 
others  similarly  affected.  Mrs.  Fern%  who 
is  about  sixty  3'ears  old,  takes  pleasure 
in  teaching  others  to  read  and  do  such 
work  as  basket  making.  Specimens  of 
her  handiwork  were  on  exhibition  at  the 
New  Jersey  .State  Federation  of  Women's 
Clubs,  held  recently  in  Atlantic  City. 
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R.  M.  CADWALADER  ENGAGED 


To   Marry   Miss  iRoebling,    Daughter 
of  Trentoij  Millionaire. 

ement  was  announced  in  Tren- 
3&,?ot  Miss  Etnily  Margaret 
fighter  of  Charles  G.  Roeb- 
f  the  wealthiest  men  of  that 
ichard  McCall  Cadwalader,  JfT 
Mr.  Cadwalader,  who  makes  his  home  at 
1614  Locust  street  with  his  father  and 
"brothers,  is  in  the  banking  business,  being 
a  member  of  tW  I'll'-  *&&**&***» ^*A- 
walader  &  Co.  He  is  a  nephew  of  John  L. 
Cadwalader,  of  New  York,  who  has  been 
mentioned  for  the  post  of  Ambassador  to 
the  Court  of  St.  James,  and  of  John  Cad- 
walader, of  this  city,  and  Mrs.  S.  Weir 
Mitchell.  He  is  a  Princeton  graduate,  and 
a  member  of  the  First  City  Troop,  and 
the  Philadelphia,  Markham,  Princeton  Ivy 
and  "Whitemarsh  Valley  Hunt  clubs.  He  is 
the  owner  of  several  fine  horses,  which 
have  frequently  been  seen  at  Philadel- 
phia horse  shows. 

Miss  Roebling,  besides  being  wealthy  in 
her  own  right,  is  very  popular  socially, 
and  is  noted  for  her  philanthropic  work, 

especially  °mn "& At|^*Jh*liJ^mi if3 ** °  *s  a  mem~ 
ber  15^"t*WP*lf^wjersey  'Commission  ap- 
pointed by  Governor  Fort  to  examine  into 
the  condition  of  the  blind  of  the  State  and 
to  devise  means  to  aid  them. 

Her  father's  large  fortune  was  made  in 
the  wire  and  steel  business.    He  is  presi- 
dent of  the  John  A.   Roebling  Sons   Com-^ 
pany,  whose  plant  in  Trenton  is  the  largr-J 

Its  founder? 


est  of  the  kind  in  the  world. 

was   the   designer   and   builder   of   tl 

mous    Brooklyn   suspension    bridge. 
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Miss  Emily  Roebling  of  Trenton  Is  one 
Of  the  most  active  members  of  the  New 
Jersey  commission  to  examine  into  the 
^condition  and  treatment  of  the  blind  of 
•the  state.  She  is  reported  to  be  in  favor 
of  having  a  visiting-  teacher  in  every  town 
•to  instruct  the  blind  rather  than  segregat- 
ing them  in  institutions.  The  librarian  of 
the  blind  library  connected  with  the  public 
library  at  Lynn,  Mass.,  herself  blind  from 
early  youth,  disagrees  with  Miss  Roebling  ' 
and  believes  that  blind  children  should  be 
sent  to  school  with  those  enjoying  their 
sight.  Later,  at  the  age  when  other  children 
are  usually  sent  to  boarding  school,  she 
thinks  they  should  be  sent  to  schools  for 
the  blind. ' 
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Miss  Emily  Roebling  offTrenton,  la 
one  of  the  most  actjjre  members  of  the 
New  Jersey.  :ooraffil*^on  to  examine  into 
the  condition  and  ;;  treatment  of  the 
blind  of  tW  state.  She  Is  reported 
to  be  In  favor  of  having  a  visiting 
'teacher  in  every  town  to  instruct  the 
blind  rather  than  segregating  them  in 
'  institutions.  The  librarian  of  the  blind 
Uibrary  connected  with  the  public  li- 
brary at  Lynn,  Mass.,  herself  blind 
from  early  youth,  disagrees  jf.kwltiirr 
Roebling,  and  believes  that  blind  chil- 
,  dren  should  be  sent  to  school  with 
those  enjoying  their  sight.  Later,  at 
the  age  -when  other  children  are  usually 
sent  to  boarding  school,  she  thinks 
they  should  be  sent  to  schools  for  the 
blind. 


H^bo^-e-rv,    Tl.    J".,    Observer. 
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STATE  SCHOOL  FOR^&IND. 

Considerable       inrerest       has     been 
aroused   among   die  blind   and     partly 
blind  of  the  ,S$$  of  New  Jersey  by  a 
movement  now  on   foot  for   the   estab- 
lishment of  a  State  literary  and  indus- 
trial*, school  for  those  thus  afflicted.     A 
commission  has  been  appointed  to  in- 
vestigate conditions  and  make  a  report. 
A  census  is  being  taken.     In  order  to 
make   this   as   complete   as   possible,   a 
request    has    gone   out    to    those      who 
know  of  any  blind,  or  partly  blind,  to 
send    in    the   names    and   addresses    as 
!  soon   as  possible   to   A.   A.   Osborne,   0 
Park  Place,  Newark. 
!      New  Jersey  has  no  State  school  for 
the  blind,  and  pupils  have  been  sent  to 
New. -York  or     PblJadftlpbia     schools*. 
There  is  no  reason  why  a  school  of  th 
kind    could   not   be      established      her< 
The  appointment  of  the  commission  i 
the  indirect  result  of  a  canvass   inav 
gurated  by  a  committee   of  three  blinc 
—Edward  G.  Baptist,  of  399  Palisad. 
avenue,  Jersey  City  Heights;   Willian 
Schott,  of  Newark,  and  Miss  C.  A.  L 
O'Neill,    of^ewark.      This   committee 
by  a   straightforward  and  earnest  ap 
peal  contained  in  a  circular  letter,  sue 
ceded    in    interesting    and    securing    th< 
cooperation  of  many  eminent  citizens 
including  several  members  of  the  Nev 
Jersey  Civic  Federation. 

This  subject  has  occasioned  mucl 
interest  among  those  afflicted,  and  it  i: 
earnestly  hoped  that  a  school  of  thi; 
kind  may  be  established  in  the  very  neai 
I  future,  as  there  are  numerous  of  the 
blind  who  have  been  unable  to  secur< 
admission  in  either  the  New  York  O] 
Philadelphia  schools.  Much  depend: 
on  the  census,  and  those  who  know  o 
any  thus  afflicted  will  confer  a  kindnes: 
upon  them  by  sending  in  the  informa 
tion  as  soon  as  possible.  ^aaa0^ 
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BLIND  OF  piEHTOR 

FifsFT^fquisUe    Seems   to    Be 

Fuller  Training  of  Those  Who 

Are  Sightless. 


The  matter  of  providing-  reading  mat- 
ter for  the  blind  of  Trenton  is  engag- 
ing th^^BMn^iniPHrtHMP^iblic  Library 
Trustees  of  this  city.  The  subject 
was  discussed  at  last  week's  meeting 
and  finally  laid  over.  In  view  of  the 
interest  thus  aroused,  some  facts  bear- 
ing on  the  situation  in  this  and  neigh- 
boring States  ought  to  be  made  clear. 

The  commission  on  the  condition  of  j 
the  blind  in  New  Jersey  submitted  in 
February,  1909,  a  report  to  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  State,  which  resulted  in  the 
passing  of  an  act  approved  on  the  16th 
of  April,  1909,  whereby  was  established 
a  permanent  commission  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ameliorating  the  condition  of 
the  blind.  Three  citizens  were  ap- 
pointed to  serve  on  this  commission, 
each  member  for  a  term  of  three  years. 
Miss  Emily  Hoebling,  of  this  city,  is  one 
of  the  members.  For  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  provisions  of  the  act 
the  sum  of  $1,500  was  appropriated. 
In  the  report  of  the  commission  sub- 
mitted to  the  Governor  it  was  estimat- 
ed that  the  ratio  of  blind  persons  in 
New  Jersey,  based  on  the  population  of 
2,200,000  is  1  to  2,000.  Investigations,! 
performed  by  the  field  officer  from  the 
Overbrook  institution  near  Philadel- 
phia, estimate  the  number  of  blind  in 
New  Jersey  as  800.  Sixty-eight  per 
cent,  of  these  cannot  read  and  are  not 
self-supporting.  The  same  investiga- 
tor gives  the  number  of  blind  in  Tren- 
ton as  thirty-eight.  About  eight  of 
these  have  been  schooled  in  the  use  of 
embossed  books  in  the  Moon  type,  and 
possibly  half  a  dozen  are  using  the 
Braille  type.  The  remainder  cannot 
use  i-ooks  in  any  of  the  raised  types. 
These  books  have  former^  been  ob- 
tainable from  the  Philadelphia  Free 
Library,    but    a    recent    ruling    restricts 


the  use  of  these  books  outside  of  the 
city  limits  of  Philadelphia  to  books  in 
the  Moon  type,  which  may  be  had  from 
the  Home  Teaching  Society  of  Phila- 
delphia. 

In  the  face  of  these  figures  it  hardly 
seems  advisable  for  the  Free  Public 
Library  of  Trenton  to  purchase  books 
for  the  blind,  at  least  not  until  a  home 
teacher  is  provided  for  the  instruction 
of  the  blind  in  the  use  of  the  books. 
A  well-known  authority,  the  principal 
of  one  of  the  leading  schools  for  the 
blind,  says  the  cost  of  maintaining  a 
teacher  in  the  State  of  New  Jersey 
would  be  about  $1,000  a  year.  With  the 
appropriation  of  $1,500  on  hand  for  the 
State  Commission  it  seems  as  though 
such  an  arrangement  could  be  made, 
still  leaving  a  balance  of  $500  for  in- 
vestigations and  other  incidental  ^ex- 
pense. The  commission,  whose  report 
to  the  Governor  was  referred  to  above, 
recommends  that  the  permanent  board 
be  empowered  to  provide  suitable 
homes,  workshops  or  institutions  best 
isuited  to  the  needs  of  our  State  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  blind.  The 
commission  appointed  in  April  is  pre- 
sumably carrying  out  further  investi- 
gations in  the  interest  of  this  class  of 
afflicted  citizens,  and  suitable  recom- 
mendations will  undoubtedly  appear 
during  the  next  Legislature.  Mr.  A.  A. 
Osborne,  of  Newark,  has  been  a  very 
prominent  member  of  the  commission. 
The  Wilmington,  Del.,  Free  Public 
Librarv  provides  books  for  blind  read- 
ers in  the  city  of  Wilmington  and 
throughout  the  State,  and  their  work 
is  carried  out  in  co-operation  with  the 
State  Home  Teacher  for  the  blind.  In 
the  year  1908  there  was  circulated  492 
books  among  blind  readers  throughout 
the  State.  The  city  of  Wilmington  ap- 
propriates $250  a  year  for  this  purpose, 
and  the-  librarian  imports  "that  the  ap- 
propriation of  the  city  has  enabled  the 
library  to  buy  all  the  books  asked  for 
by  blind  readers.  It  could  buy  many 
more  were  it  not  for  the  fact  that  so 
few  interesting  books  in  the  type  used 
are  printed  each  year." 

Mrs.  F.  P.  Ferry,  of  22  Livingston 
street,  who  is  blind,  served  for  some 
vears  as  field  librarian  for  a  number 
of  blind  readers  who,  like  herself,  bor- 
rowed books  from  the  Philadelphia 
Free  Library.  John  Lees,  of  19  Ander- 
son street,  is  also  a  blind  teacher,  who 

has  been  for  a  long  time  a  patron  of 

the  Philadelphia  library.  Samuel  Shel- 
ley, of  145  Bayard  street,  has  been  ob- 
taining books  from  England,  and 
through  the  Sunday  Advertiser  recently 
advocated  such  provisions  for  the 
blind  as  would  enable  them  to  be  in  a 
measure  self-supporting.  Other  Mini?, 
readers  in  Trenton  are:  Susie  Britton, 
140  Morgan  avenue;  Henry  Lawton» 
1210  Hamilton  avenue;  Mrs.  Jam^t, 
Lenox,  663  Centre  street;  Howard^ 
Plunkett,  811  Elmer  street,  and  Flor-a 
ence  E,  Yard,  29  East  Lafayette  street. 
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CARING  FOR  THE   BLIND. 

Both  Librarian  StrohnT^Hhd  the 
Times  are  correct  in  their  statements 
concerning  the  circulation  of  books 
among-  the  blifid  in  New  Jersey.  The 
Philadelphia  Free  Library  has  adopted 
a  rule  restricting  the  use  of  its  books 
to  the  residents  of  that  city,  but  the 
rule  has  not  been  enforced  against  the 
New  Jersey  Public*  Library  Commis- 
sion, which  has  been  contributing  to 
the  library's  publishing  fund,  and  some 
of  whose  employes  have  been  aiding  in 
the  movement  for  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  a  most  worthy  and 
unfortunate  class.  The  scarcity  of 
books  printed  in  raised  characters,  and 
their  high  cost,  has  been  largely  due, 
to  the  fact  that  four  or  .more  systems 
were  employed,  each  having  its  cham- 
pions. Steps  have  been  taken  to  se-f 
cure  an  agreement  on  the  "point"  sys- 
tem, and  within  a  short  time,  it  is 
believed,  that  will  be  generally  adopted 
and  one  great  obstacle  will  have  been! 
removed. 

Librarian  Strohm  says  his  investi- 
gations have  satisfied  him  that  "whatj 
is  needed  far  more  than  books  is  a 
good  teacher  or  staff  of  teachers  to  in- 
struct blind  people  in  the  use  and 
reading  of  embossed  books,"  for  which 
instruction  the  blind  of  our  State  must 
visit  institutions  or  schools  in  other 
States.  That  is  undoubtedly  true,  and 
it  raises  a  question  that  may  be  of 
interest  not  only  to  the  State,  but  to 
every  school  district  which  has  within 
its  limits  one  or  more  blind  children. 

By  the  constitution  it  is  provided 
that  "the  Legislature  shall  provide  for 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  a 
thorough    and    efficient    system    of   free 
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public  schools  for  the  instruction  of 
all  the  children  in  this  State  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years." 
That  certainly  includes  the  blind.  In- 
stead of  obeying  the  command  the 
Legislature  has  merely  appropriated  a 
sum  to  pay  for  the  "clothing,  main- 
tenance, supp6rt  and  instruction"  of  a 
part  of  the '  blind  persons,  and  has 
farmed  them  out  to  institutions  in 
other  States  that  were  willing  to  re- 
ceive them. 

But,  still  worse,  instead  of  increas- 
ing the  appropriation  as  the  number  of 
its  wards  grew,  the  last  Legislature 
actually  reduced  it  from  $15,000  to 
$12,500.  Perhaps  an  attempt  may  be 
made  to  excuse  this  miserly  policy  by 
pointing  to  the  enactment  of  the  law 
creating  a  commission  for  ameliorat- 
ing the  condition  of  the  blind.  Event- 
ually the  commission  may  be  worth  a 
great  deal  more  than  the  $2,500  which 
was  chopped  from  the  appropriation. 
What  is  most  needed  is  assistance 
now. 

Just  what  would  happen  if  the 
parents  of  all  the  uncared  for  blind  chil- 
dren in  the  State  should  demand  of 
the  local  school  boards  that  imme- 
diate provision  be  made  for. their  in- 
struction as  the  constitution  requires, 
imay  be  imagined.  Many  special  teach- 
ers and  special  books  would  be  re- 
quired. The  easiest  solution  of  the 
difficulty  would  be  for  the  State  to 
provide  an  institution  in  which  all  can 
|  be  instructed  and  made  to  become  at 
least  self-supporting;  and  it  might  go 
a  step  farther  and  provide  teachers  to 
visit  the  homes  of  the  adult  blind  and 
teach  them  to  read. 

As  for  books:  It  has  been  proposec 
that  Congress  establish,  either  in  con- 
nection with  the  Library  of  Congress 
or  elsewhere,  a  National  Library  for 
the  Blind,  from  which  shall  be  sent 
free  through  the  mails  books  and 
magazines  to   all  blind  persons   in  the 


country  who  may  apply  for  them.  That 
would  solve  the  problem  for  the  local 
libraries.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
there  is  one  blind  person  to  every 
2,000  of  population.  That  will  give 
about  40,000  for  the  United  States,  and 
a  library  considerably  smaller  than 
Trenton's  would  accommodate  them. 

Liberal  appropriations  have  been, 
made,  both  by  Congress  and  the  New 
Jersey  Legislature  for  less  deserving 
classes.  It  is  time. more  provision  was 
made  for  the  blind — for  teaching  thernl 
to  read,  enabling  them  to  learn  trades, 
and  furnishing  them  with  books. 
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Caring  For  the  Blind. 

Both  Librarian  Str^Hm*  and  "  the 
Timjes  are  correct  in  their  statements 
concerning-  the  circulation  of  books 
ardfopg;  the  f>lind  in  New  Jersey.  The 
Philadelphia  Free  Library  has  adopted 
a  rule  restricting  the  use  of  its  books 
to  the  residents  of  that  city,  but  the 
rule  has  not  been  enforced  against  the 
New  Jersey  Public  Library  Commis- 
sion, which  has  been  contributing  to 
the  library's  publishing  fund,  and  some 
of  whose  employes  have  been  aiding  in 
the  movement  for  the  improvement  of 
the  condition  of  a  most  worthy  and 
unfortunate  class.  The  scarcity  of 
books  printed  in  raised  characters,  and 
'their  high  cost,  has  been .  largely  due 
to  the  fact  that  four  or  more  systems 
were  employed,  each  having  its  cham- 
pions. Steps  havp  been  taken  to  se- 
cure an  agreement  on  the  "point"  sys- 
tem, and  within  a  short  time,  it  Is 
believed,  that  will  be  generally  adopted 
and  one  great  obstacle  will  have  been 
removed. 

Librarian  Strohm  says  his  investi- 
gations have  satisfied  him  that  "what 
is    needed    far    more    than    books    is    a 


good  teacher  or  staff  of  teachers  to  in- 
struct blind  people  in  the  use  and 
reading  of  embossed  books,"  for  which 
instruction  the  blind  of  our  state  must 
visit  institutions  or  schools  in  other 
states.  That  is  undoubtedly  true,  and 
it  raises  a  question  that  may  be  of 
interest  not  only  to  the  state,  but  to 
every  school  district  which  has  within 
its  limits  one  or  more  blind  children. 

By  the  constitution  it  is  proviled 
that  "the  legislature  shall  provide  for 
the  maintenance  and  support  of  a 
thoro  and  efficient  system  of  free 
public  schools  for  the  instruction  of 
all  the  children  in  this  state  between 
the  ages  of  five  and  18  years."  That 
certainly  includes  the  blind."  Instead 
of  obeying  the  command  the  legisla- 
ture has  merely  appropriated  a  sum  to 
pay  for  the  "clothing,  maintenance, 
support  and  instruction"  of  a  part  of 
the  blind  persons,  and  has  farmed  them 
out  to  institutions  in  other  states  that 
were  willing  to  receive  them. 

But,  still  worse;  instead  of  increas- 
ing the  appropriation  as  the  number  of 
its  wards  grew,  the  last  legislature 
actually  reduced  it  from  $15,000  to 
I $12,500.  Perhaps  an  attempt  may  be 
made  to  excuse  this  miserly  policy  by 
pointing  to  the  enactment  of  the  law 
creating  a  commission  for  ameliorat- 
ing the  condition  of  the  blind.  Event- 
ually the  commission  may  be  worth  a 
great  deal  more  than  the  $2,500  wiiieh 
was  chopped  from  the  appropriation. 
What  is  most  needed  is  assistance 
now. 

Just  what  would  happen  if  the  par- 
ents of  all  the  uncared  for  blind  chil- 
dren in  the  state  should  demand  of 
the  local  school  boards  that  imme- 
diate provision  be  made  for  their  in- 
struction as  the  constitution  requires, 
may  be  imagined.  Many  special  teach- 
ers and  special  books  would  be  re- 
quired. The  easiest  solution  of  the 
difficulty  would  be  for  the  state  to 
provide  an  institution  in  which  all  can 
be  instructed  and  made  to  become  at 
least  self  supporting;  and  it  might  go 
a  step  farther  and  provide  teachers  to 
visit  the  homes  of  the  adult  blind  and 
teach  them  to  read. 


As  for  books:  It  has  been  proposed 
that  congress  establish,  either  in  con- 
nection with  the  Library  of  Congress 
or  elsewhere,  a  National  Library  for 
the  blind,  from  which  shall  be  sent 
free  thru  the  mails  books  and  maga- 
zines to  all  blind  persons  in  the  coun- 
try who  may  apply  for  them.  That 
would  solve  the  problem  for  the  local 
libraries.  It  has  been  estimated  that 
there  is  one  blind  person  to  every 
2,000  of  population.  That  Mall  give 
about  40,000  for  the  United  States,  and 
a  library  considerably  smaller  than 
Trenton's  would  accommodate  them. 

Liberal  appropriations  have  been 
made,  both  by  congress  and  the  New 
Jersey  legislature  for  less  deserving 
classes.  It  is  time  more  provision  was 
made  for  the  blind — for  teaching  them 
to  read,  enabling  them  to  learn  trades, 
and  furnishing  them  with  books. — 
Trenton  Times. 
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BLIND  COMMISSION 
AND  FORT  CONFER 

The    special 


Th%  especial  commission  to  investi- 
gate the  condition  of  the  blind  in  New 
Jersey  is  in  conference  with  Governor 
Fort  at  the  State  House  this  afternoon 
and  it  is  expected  organization  will 
be    effected. 

The  commissioners  are:  Miss  Mecum 
of  Salem,  and  Ulysses  E.  Brewster  and 
Algernon  H.  Osborne  of  Newark.  This 
commission  will  continue  the  work  o: 
the  original  commission,  of  which  Mrs 
Richard  McCall  Cadwalader,  nee  Roeb 
ling,   was   a   member. 
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For  the  Aid  of  the  Blind. 

Governor  Fort^Kas"  appointed  Miss 
Ellen  Mecum,  of  Satem,  and  Ulysses 
-  >\vstjr  /y*jd  iWg$rnon  A.  Osborne, 
of  IfeWftrtsr  *s  the  Vnembers  of  the 
commission  authorized  by  act  of  the 
last  legislature  to  ameliorate  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind.  The  new  law 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  commission 
"to  provide  any  and  all  means  -vhich 
in  their  judgment  shall  be  deemed 
feasible  for  ameliorating  the  condition 
of  the  blind,  and  by  reports  to  be  made 
to  the  governor  from  time  to  'i.tie, 
as  said  commission  may  deem  proper, 
to  recommend  means  and  methods  for 
the  prevention  of  blindness." 

The  commission  is  to  prepare  and 
maintain  a  register  of  all  the  blind  in 
New  Jersey,  and  the  phys'cians  are  re- 
quired to  report  to  it  all  cases  of  de- 
fective vision  which  are  likely,  to  re- 
sult in  permanent  blindness.  With 
this  information  in  its  possession  the 
legislature  may  be  expected  to  take 
some  steps  to  educate  and  care  for  this 
unfortunate  and  deserving  class,  which 
has  for  too  long  been  almost  entirely 
ignored.  It  is  too  late  to  hope  for  the 
accomplishment  of  much  this  year,  but 
a,  beginning  can  be  made,  and  the 
movement  will  receive  the  hearty  en- 
dorsement of  the  public. — Trenton 
Times. 
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WILL  HUGE  - 
FOR  BEIEOT 
j  OF  BLIND 

i > 

Young  Ladies  Arrange  Big  Re- 
ception, to  be  Held  at  Hotel 
La  Tourette. 


INTERESTING  FEATURES 

PLANNED  FOR  YOUNG 


A   number   of   popular   young  ladies 
oi"  Bayonne   will  hold  a   reception  and  \ 
dance     on     Wednesday     evening,     Nov.  j 
i-i\     at    the    Hotel     La    Tourette,     for 
the     benefit    of    the    Home      for       the 


Blind. 

will    b«. 
tickets 


It  u 
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expected  that  the  crowd 
},  as  a  vast  number  of 
bsen    sol  !    for    this    wor- 


The    young"    ladies    in      charge      aro 
working    night   and    day   to    make    this, 
ia]   function  a  success.     Those  who 
J'»ave    arranged    the    affair      are      Miss 
Mary    MoGurriu,    Miss    Agnes    Collins,) 
Miss    Bessie    Doyle.,     Miss       Catherine.) 
Qomerford,    Miss    Josephine      Clifford, 
Miss  Mamie  Hogan,  Miss  Mary  Walsh. 

As  a  special  feature  a  number  of' 
barn  dances  and  Nantucket's  will  b  j>" 
had  for  the  enjoyment  of  the  yout|g 
folk's  who  attend.  The  music  will  jpej 
furnished  by  Efitcntll's  oiehosl.ra,  arid 
dancing:  will  start  at  S  30  p.  m.  The 
ig-   ladies    expect    to    make   a   good. 
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CARE   FOR  THE   BLII 

Dr.  Wight,  the  Commissioner  oi 
Charities  and  Corrections,  in  his  an- 
nual report  for  1908,  grives  his  endorse- 
ment to  the  propositions  to  establish 
an  asylum  Apr  inebriates,  %  separate 
institution  Jflr  insane  eojrvlcts,  and  a 
woman's*  fr&ormatory.  ^The  special 
commj|spn  to  Investigate  the  condi- 
I  the  blind  recommends  the  crea- 
of  a  permanent  board  for  im- 
proving the  condition  of  the  blind,  with 
power  to  provide  suitable  homes,  work- 
shops or  institutions  best  suited  to 
the  needs  of  the  State.  The  creation 
of  a  number  of  other  permanent  in- 
stitutions have  also  been  proposed — too 
many  for  the  present  condition  of  the 
State's   treasury. 

Dr.  Wight  shows  that  since  1900, 
New  Jersey  has  sfpent  an  aggregate  of 
$3,244,200  directly  out  of  its  treasury 
for  institutional  buildings  and  im- 
provements thereto,  nearly  half  of 
which  went  for  the  Rahway  Reforma- 
tory, the  Tuberculosis  Sanatorium  at 
Glen  Gardner,  and  the  Vineland  Home 
for  Soldiers  and  their  Wives.  The 
Doctor  is  inclined  to  indulge  in  a  feel- 
ing of  pride  over  this  showing,  which 
in  part  indicates  where  the  handsome 
treasury  surplus  has  gone.  Conserva- 
tive citizens  will  see  in  the  statement 
a  reason  for  hesitating  in  the  creation 
of  more  new  institutions  to  add  to  the 
fixed   charges   at   present. 
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them  been   supported   b 

e  n  farmed  out  to  insti- 
tution^ that  are  now 
so  overcrowded  that  they  cannot  much 
long-er  care  for  non-residents.  The 
rriminals  and  mis- 
guided women  are  now  provided  for, 
and    if    some    of    tb 

)wded     relief    may    be    obt 
:  ring  out  the  inmates  who  should 
be   treated    in   private    sanitariums    at 
the   expense   of  their  relax  h 

r.d  to  the  needs  of  the  blind  firsts 
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CITY  MAY  HELP 
DEAF  AND  BLIND 


Board  of  Education  Takes  Up 
A^ftaKfoj^orrriiDg  In- 
struction Classes. 


EXAMINING    BOARD    CHANGES 


An  a;  without  r 

-  and  signed 
iblish- 
:f   a    local    sc.  mutes 

and  the  blind- 
Board  of 

it  a  meet. 
on  Instruction  and  Educationa 
The   letter  covered   eight   clos^ 


pages  and  decried  the  fact  that  at  present 
deaf  mutes,  if  they  are  to  receive  instruc- 
tion at  all,  must  gro  to  the  State  school  at 
Trenton  and  leave  home  for  an  extended 
period. 

Chairman  J3reunigr  declared  the  matter 
was  one.tHfit  s^taouId^WS* taken  up  at  once. 
He  expressed- the  belief  that  if  the  money 
now  devoted  to  the  State  institution  were 
to  be  divided  among  the  various  munici- 
palities of  the  State  a  greater  good  could 
bi|  accomplished  and  at  the  same  time  the 
pupils  would  not  have  to  be  sent  away 
from  their  homes.  City  Superintendent 
Poland  agreed  that  such  a  school  would 
be  a  good  thing  for  Newark,  but  he  said 
it  might  be  found  that  there  was  not  a 
sufficient  number  of  afflicted  children  in 
the  city  to  make  it  feasible. 

Dr.  Poland  added  that  he  felt  that  it 
would  be  far  cheaper  to  maintain  a  city 
school  of  this  kind  than  it  would  to  share 
In  the  expense  of  a  State  institution.  He 
cited  Boston,  New  York  and  Milwaukee 
and  several  other  cities  where  schools  of 
this  character  are  maintained  as  exam- 
ples of  what  could  be  done.  The  question 
of  including  blind  children  and  children 
with  weak  minds  in  the  school  was  brought 
up  and  as  a  result  Dr.  Poland  was  au- 
thorized to  gather  statistics  for  the  pur- 
pose of  finding  out  how  many  deaf  mutes 
and  blind  children  there  are  in  Newark. 
The  question  of  weak-minded  scholars  was 
not  included,  because  it  was  explained 
that  no  standard  had  yet  been  fixed  for 
determining  just  what  was  a  weak-mind- 
ed child. 

Edgar  R.  Brown  submitted  a  resolution 
amending  the  rules  of  the  board  govern- 
ing school  administration  so  that  the 
membership  Of.  the  Board  of  Examineis, 
now  nine,  be  composed  of  the  city  super- 
intendent and  the  two  assistant  superin- 
tendents. Mr.  Brown  thought  that  in  this 
way  the  work  of  the  examiners  would 
be  simplified.  The  board  conducts  the 
examinations  for  teachers.  If  Mr.  Brown's 
suggestions  are  carried  into  effect,  and 
it  is  practically  assured  that  they  will  be, 
Dr.  Poland  will  be  chairman  of  the  board 
and  Assistant  Superintendents  Corson 
and  Kennedy  will  be  the  other  members. 
In  addition  a  new  office  will  be  created, 
that  of  executive  clerk.  '  This  officer  will 
be  an  experienced  schoolman.  He  will 
prepare  the  teachers'  and  employes'  ex- 
amination papers,  conduct  the  examina- 
tions and  fix  the  ratings  except  in  such 
cases  as  the  examiners  may  otherwise 
specify. 

The  present  board  of  nine  members  is 
i  composed  of  the  three  superintendents, 
the  principal  of  the  Normal  School,  prin- 
cipal of  the  High  School,  the  general 
supervisor  and  two  outsiders,  Frank  H. 
Sommer  and  John  Cotton  Dana.  While 
Mr.  Brown  expressed  satisfaction  with 
the  manner  in  which  the  board  has  con- 
ducted its  affairs,  he  said  it  seemed  to 
be   the   general   sentiment   that   it  was   a 


somewhat  unwieldy  body  and  not  in  close 
enough  touch  with  the  executive  depart- 
ment of  the  school  system.  At  the  first 
meeting-  in  January  the  resolution  will  be 
taken  up. 

Extending  Normal  Term. 
Principal  W.  Spader  Willis,  of  the 
Normal  and  Training-  School,  appeared 
with  a  suggestion  that  the  term  of  the 
Normal  School  be  extended  a  half  year, 
and  that  the  additional  time  be  spent  by 
the  students  in  practise  teaching-  among 
the  various  schools  of  the  system.  He 
declared  that  in  his  opinion  this  would 
greatly  aid  the  candidates  and  would  in- 
crease the  efficiency  of  the  teaching  force. 
The  suggestion  will  be  taken  up  after  the 
board  reorganizes  next  month. 

A  delegation  of  twelve  principals  asked 
the  committee's  advice  on  answering  the 
long  list  of  questions  sent  out  by  the 
Senate  committee  appointed  to  investigate 
the  municipal  school  systems  throughout 
the  State.  These  questions  cover  a  vast 
number  of  subjects,  and  the  principals 
complained  that  not  only  were  they  unable 
to  answer  many  of  them,  but  it  would 
take  them  on  an  average  two  days' 
solid  work  to  gather  necessary  informa- 
tion. Their  statement  reminded  Secretary 
Argue  that  he  had  received  a  similar  list 
I  of  questions,  many  of  which  he  was  un- 
!  able  to  answer.  Some  of  Mr.  Argue' s 
questions  provoked  laughter.  President 
Guild  calmed  the  delegation  by  advising 
that  they  answer  what  questions  they 
could  and  explain  why  they  could  not 
answer  the   others. 

Principal  Stearns  of  the  High  School 
reported  that  as  near  as  he  could  exti- 
mate  there  would  be  2,345  high  school 
pupils  when  the  new  term  opened  Febru- 
ary 1.  Additional  accommodations  would 
have  to  be  provided,  he  said.  The  Bar- 
ringer  High  School  will  seat  2,170  and 
275  will  have  to  be  otherwise  provided 
for.  The  Sta,te  street  and  the  Market 
street  annexes  are  filled  now,  Mr.  Stearns 
pointed  out.  Dr.  Poland  was  given  au- 
thority with  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee to  secure  an  additional  annex  in 
time  for  the  opening  of  the  new  term. 
The  James  Street  Industrial  School,  which 
will  be  vacant  from  now  on,  was  sug- 
gested as  the  new  annex  and  this  will 
probably  be  the]  building  selected. 

Mr.  Stearns  asked  that  he  be  allowed 
to  hold  the  class  day  exercises  January 
18  and  the  mid-year  commencement  Jan- 
uary 20.  Principal  Willis  also  asked  per- 
mission to  have  the  Normal  School  com- 
mencement January  25.  Both  requests 
were  referred  to  Chairman  Bruenig  with 
power.  Principal  George  R.  Pinkham,  of 
the  South  Street  School,  was  granted 
permission  to  install  a  small  printing 
plant  in  a  vacant  room  of  his  school.  The 
outfit  Mr.  Pinkham  explained  was  to  be 
presented  by  a  resident  of  the  city  and 
will   only   be  operated,  after  school  hours. 


On  request  of  the  managers  of  the 
Jane  E.  Johnson  Memorial  Fund  the 
committee  accepted  the  trusteeship  of  the 
fund  which  now  amounts  to  $650.  Miss 
Johnson  was  a  teacher  in  the  Normal 
School  and  at  her  death  members  of  her 
old  classes  gathered  a  fund  to  be  used 
for  the  purpose  of  giving  prizes  to  normal 
school  students  who  attain  high  standings 
in  certain  subjects.  ,^110 
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W   JERSEY'S    BL.INI1    <UJt**^i>xv 

OrtF^f  the  problems  that  a  modern 
State  ijfevjfyt^^  to  solve  Is  the  proper 
care  of  its  blindv  particularly  the  educa- 
tion of  Its  blind  children.  New  Jersey 
has  never  had  an  institution  for  these 
little  ones,  but  pays  for  the  instruction 
of  forty-three  such  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania. 

Dr.  Wight,  commissioner  of  charities 
Jnd  corrections,  does  not  favor  at  the 
present  time,  at  least,  New  Jersey's  hav- 
ing an  institution  of  its  own.  He  points 
out  that  this  State  expends  about  $15,000 
a  year  for  the  training  and  care  of  sight- 
less children,  and  that  this  sum  woQ*i» 
not  be  enough  to  meet  even  the  salaries 
of  officers  and  teachers  needed  for  a  State 
school.  Dr.  "Wight  argues  that  this  is  the 
most  economical  way  in  which  the  State 
can  discharge  its  duty,  "while  we  have 
so  few  to  care  for  and  only  children  of 
indigent  parents  should  be  received."  In 
his  opinion,  the  command  of  the  State 
Constitution  for  a  "thorough  and  efficient 
system  of  free  public  schools  for  the  in- 
struction of  all  children  between  the  ages 
of  five  and  eighteen"  is  sufficiently  met 
by    the   method   used. 

Miss  Alice  C.  L.  O'Neal,  of  this  city, 
herself  a  graduate  of  the  New  York  In- 
stitution for  the  Blind,  has  been  engageO 
T3y"  a  Slate  mii'imwipoion  to  take  a  census 
of  the  blind  in  New  Jersey.  She  is  con- 
vinced that  there  are  1,000  blind  here,  of 
whom  200  or  more  are  of  school  age. 
Apparently,  therefore,  the  State  is  not 
caring  for  about  160  blind  children  that 
it  possibly  ought  to.  As  Dr.  Wight  has 
suggested,  it  is  more  than  probable  that  in 
this  number  are  many  whose  parents  are 
willing  and  financially  able  to  educate 
them  themselves  and  would  prefer  doing 
so  to  having  them  placed  in  State  in- 
stitutions. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  is  admittedly  dif- 
ficult for  individuals  to  secure  teachers 
who  understand  how  to  train  children 
who    lack    sight.      Miss    O'Neal    suggests 


State-employed  teachers  who  could  go 
to  the  homes  or  meet  their  pupils  in  rooms 
which  could  he  rented  in  large  cities, 
where  the  number  of  blind  children  might 
warrant   such    attention. 

The  point  of  the  whole  matter  is  that 
New  Jersey  owes  it  to  its  blind  children 
to  do  all  it  can  to  help  them  overcome 
their  defect.  It  owes  it  to  its  citizens  to 
do  it  as  economically  as  efficiency  and 
thoroughness  will  allow.  There  is  a  con- 
sensus of  opinion  that  it  can  be  properly 
done  by  other  means  than  by  another1 
costly  State  institution.  What  these! 
means  are  will  probably  be  clearer  when! 
*ii«  census   of  the  blind  is  complete. 
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CARE  OF  THE  STATE  BLIND. 


New  Jersey  should  not  !ETOTWpCT!l!rT3TS"fnTsIi  an  apyluri 
-*^t^bjiridjgi»«  it  is  well  prepared  to  provide  facilitie 
?quav  tomose  of  the  institutions  in  New  York  and  Phila 
ielphia,    to   which   the   State   blind   are  sent  for   care.     J 
would  be  desirable  for  the  State  to  have  a  home  of  its  ow 
"of  the  blind,  and  not  depend  on  their  care  in  institutior! 
n  other  States,  but  it  is  not  as  simple  and  "easy  a  matt« 
Lo    build    an    asylum,    properly   equip    it    and   organize    & 
efficient  staff  as  it  is  to  build  and  6quip  a  reformatory. 
State    commission  , might    be    appointed    to    look    into    tj 
matter  of  the  housing  and  care  of  the  blind  and  report 
the  Governor,  and  the  commission  should  be  compose 
men  who  are  perfectly  competent  to  deal  with  the  sv 
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BLIND  TEACHER  ENGAGED 

Extensive  Hp-n-s  for  the  prevention  of 
Mi n dfreg&jrfj'  f°i'  educating  the  blind 
will  soaf»  he  pat  into  effect  by  the  New 
Jersey  State  Commission  for  'Ameliorat- 
ing the  Condition  of  the  Blind.  Miss 
Lydia  Hayes,  for  nine  years  connected 
with  the  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind 
at  Boston,  has  oeen  engaged  to  supervise 
the  work.  Miss  Hayes  has  been  blind 
since  childhood. 

The  Commission  plans  to  prevent  blind- 
ness at  ibirth  by  insisting  on  adequate 
sanitary  measures.  Blind  'babies  and 
young  children  will  be  placed  in  the 
Arthur  Home  and  Kindergarten,  at  Sum- 
mit, in  charge  of  the  International  Sun- 
shine Society.  They  wilil  receive  careful 
physical   and  mental  training. 
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PLAN  TO  TREAT  THE  BLIND 
ON  MORE  SCIENTIFIC  BASIS 


Prevention  at  Birth  to  Figure  in 
^^^Jto^^non's  Efforts. 


SELF-SUPPORT     ALSO     AN     AIM 


[New   Jersey  to   Adopt   Methods    Used 
in  D'yker  Heights,  New  York- 
Cost   Not    to   Be    Great. 

MOINTCLrfAIR,  N.  J.,  March  10.— A  new 
era  is  dawning  for  the  blind  of  New  Jer- 
sey tnrough  the  efforts  of  the  State 
Commission  for  Ameliorating  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Blind,  composed  of  yjxsses 
B.  TjjniliiltniT  f"'  Newark,  Algernon  A.  Os- 
borne of  Newark  and  Miss  Ellen  Mecum 
of  Salem.  In  the  immediate  future  this 
State    will    be    doing    as    much    and    more 


than  other  States  for  this  much-handi-; 
capped  portion  of  the  population.  The' 
Jomnnssion  will  provide,  in  the  first  place, 
for  the  -prevention  of  blindness  at  birth 
oy  insisting'  on  necessary  banitary  regula- 
tions. 

Blind  babies  and  young  children  will  be 
placed  in  the  Arthur  IHome  and  Kinder- 
garten for  Blind  Babies,  in  Summit,  in' 
charge  of  tiff"  lulu  national  Sunshine  So- 
ciety, where  they  will  receive  the  same! 
careful  training  that  has  been  applied  at: 
the  International  Sunshine  Society's  kin- 
dergarten in  Dyker  Heights,  N.  Y.  Chil-; 
then  of  school  age  will  be  placed  in  the1 
educational  institutions  of  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania,  where  they  will  be  fitted,  as 
are  seeing  children,  to  take  their  places 
in  the  community  as  intelligent,  self-sup- 
porting citizens. 

The  adult  blind  will  be  instructed  in 
their  homes  to  write  and  read  embossed 
print,  and  taught  some  useful  industry  to 
assist  them  to  be  self-supporting.  For  the 
•care  of  other  classes  of  defectives,  the 
iState  is  put  to  heavy  expense,  but  the 
Blind  Commission  has  formulated  plans,  as 
outlined  above,  whereby  the  blind  will  be 
cared  for  with  a  few  thousand  dollars  a 
year. 

To'  the  supervision  of  the  work  the  com- 
mission has  called  Lydla  Y.  Hayes,  who 
for  nine  years  has  been  connected  with 
the  Perkins  Institute  for  the  Blind,  in 
'South  Boston,  Mass.,  who,  though  blind 
since  early  childhood,  has  devoted  her  life 
to  assisting  the  sightless.  In  her  work 
in  Massachusetts  Miss  Hayes  has  shown 
a  marvelous  power  to  train  the  blind  and 
remove  them  from  the  class  who  live  by 
the  bounty  of  others.  Miss  Hayes  lives  in 
Upper  Mountain  avenue,  this  town,  and 
there  she  is  receiving  applications  for  help 
from  the  blind  from  the  various  sectio: 
of  New  Jersey. 


:,0ns 


WORK   FOR   THE   BLIND. 


Miss    Lydia   Y.    Hayes,    of   Montclair, 
Supervising  Case  of  Sightless. 

Through  the  efforts  of  the  State 
Commission,  composed  of  Mr.  Ulysses 
B.  Brewster,  of  Newark;  Mr.  Alger- 
non A.  Osborne,  of  Newark,  and  Miss 
Ellen  Mecum,  of  Salem,  a  new  era 
is  dawning  for  the  blind  of  New  Jer- 
sey, and  in  the  immediate  future  this 
State  will  be  doing  as  much  and  more 
than  other  States,  for  this  much-han- 
dicapped portion  of  the  population. 


The  commission  will  provide,  in  the 
first  place,  for  the  prevention  of 
blindness  at  birth,  by  the  necessary 
sanitary  regulations  for  doctors, 
nurses  and  midwives. 

Blind  babies  and  young  children 
will  be  placed  in  the  Arthur  Home 
and  Kindergarten  for  blind  babies,  lo- 
cated at  Summit  in  charge  of  the  In- 
ternational Sunshine  Society,  where 
they  will  receive  the  same  careful 
physical  and  mental  training  as  has 
been  applied  with  such  wonderful  re- 
sults at  the  International  Sunshine 
Society's  Kindergarten  at  Dyker 
Heights,  New  York  State. 

Qhildren  of  school  age  will  be 
placed  in  the  educational  institutions 
of  New  York  and  Pennsylvania, 
where  they  will  be  fitted,  as  are  see- 
ing children,  to  take  their  places  in 
the  community  as  intelligent,  self- 
supporting  citizens. 

The  adult  blind  will  be  instructed 
in  their  homes  to  read  and  write  em- 
bossed print,  and  taught  some  useful 
industry  to  assist  them  to  be  self- 
supporting. 

For  the  care  of  other  classes  of 
defectives,  the  State  is  put  to  very 
heavy  expense,  but  the  commission 
has  formulated  plans  a's  outlined 
above,  whereby  the  blind  will  be 
cared  for  with  a  few  thousand  dollars 

year. 

To  the  supervision  of  the  work  the 
commission  has  called  Miss  Lydia  Y. 
Hayes,  who,  for  nine  years,  has  been 
connected  with  the  Perkins  Institute 
for  the  Blind  at  South  Boston,  who, 
though  blind  since  early  childhood, 
has  devoted  her  life  to  assisting  the 
sightless  to  surmount  the  obstacle  of 
blindness,  and  rise  to  equal  oppor- 
tunities in  life  with  the  seeing. 

In  her  work  in  Massachusetts  she 
has  shown  a  marvelous  power  to 
train  the  blind  to  take  their  places  as 
citizens  and  remove  them  from  the 
class  who  live  by  the  bounty  of 
others. 

Miss  Hayes  has  made  her  home  at 
5  Upper  Mountain  avenue,  Montclair, 
N.  J.,  and  it  would  facilitate  her 
work  to  be  notified  of  all  cases  of 
blindness. 


The   secretary    of  the  commission  is 
tier",  Jr.,  of  Montclair,  to 
whom  communications  relating  to  this 
subject  may  be  addressed. 
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OPPOSE  DEAF  AND  BLIND  SCHOOL. 

[From  u  Jjj|gyj^p|ltp9irdenl.] 

March  21.— State  officials 
'ok  Pnndly  upon  the  bills  intro- 
duced in  duplicate  by  Senator  Osborne 
and  Assemblyman  Lee,  of  Essex,  to 
■permit  establishment  of  municipal 
schools  for  deaf  and  blind.  The  bills 
provide  that  $200  shall  be  appropriated 
by  the  Legislature  annually  for  each 
child  attending-  such  school  or  schools. 
The  Newark  Board  of  Education,  after 
investigation,  decided  that  there  should 
be  a  school  for  deaf  and  blind  in  that, 
city. 
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Jers^f  Stlte  Commission 
foftnV^'BliiTO  after  a  study  of,,  the 
work  in%oth^r -States  !f»"8KHH  to 
a4jQ^|-J±u^^aa#feh©ds  pursued  in  Massa-j 
chusetts  and  to  that  end  has  called  to 
the  supervision  of  the  work  for  tlie 
blind  in  New  Jersey,  Miss  Lydia  Y. 
Hayes,  who  for  the  Ui±\  eight  years 
has  been  connected  with7  the  Perkins 
Institute  for  the  Blind  in  South  Bos- 
ton. Miss  Hayes  will  take  a  census 
of  the  blind  and  see  that  the  adults 
are  instructed  i'h'^tTsiieful  and  diverting 
occupations,  that  the  children  of 
school  age  have  schooling  and  that! 
the  babies  and  children  under  eight 
years  are  placed  in  the  Arthur  Home 
and  Kindergarten  for  the  Blind  at 
Sum mlf^ which  has  recently  been  ac- 
quired by  the  International  Sunshine 
Society.  Miss  Hayes  will  make  her 
home  in  Montclair.  She  has  been  blind 
since  early  childhood. 
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NO  SCHOOLS  FOR  THE 

Others   than    Governor   For 
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ill   regret 


that  he  has  felt  itj  necessary  to  veto  the 
L*e  b^ll  authorizing  boards  of  education 
to  establish  and  maintain  public  schools 
for  the  purpose  of  training  and  educating 
blind,  deaf  and  dumb  children.  The  Gov- 
ernor's reason  is,  because  the  bill  requires 
an  appropriation  of  $200  per  year  in  each 
school  district  for  each  blind,  deaf  and 
dumb  child  attending  such  school,  but 
!  does  not  provide  a  proper  /way  for  obtain- 
ing this  money. 

In  his  view  the  bill  should  have  per- 
mitted these  funds  to  be  taken  from  rail- 
way taxation,  the  same  as  the  bulk  of 
the  public  school  money,  and  not  direct 
from  moneys  in  the  State  treasury  not 
otherwise  appropriated  thus  causing  a 
drain. which  the  Governor  says  the  gen- 
eral fund  is  not  able  to  stand  without 
serious  impairment. 

This  State  is  now  spending  about  $15,000 
a  year  for  the  care  and  education  of  forty 
blind  children,  in  institutions  in  New 
York  and  Pennsylvania.  Miss  Alice  C.  L. 
O'Neil,  of  this  city,  who  has  been  taking 
the  census  of  the  blind  in  New  Jersey,  be- 
lieves there  are  about  2,000  sightless  per- 
sons here,  of  whom  200  or  more  are  of 
school  age.  If  these  figures  are  correct 
then  the  160  blind  children  not  yet  prop- 
erly cared  for  by  the  State  might  have 
caused  a  drain  of  $32,000  on  the  treas- 
ury, had  the  Governor  approved  the  Lee 
bill. 

There  will  hardly  be  a  denial  of  the 
proposition  that  the  State,  constitutionally 
and  morally,  is  as  much  obligated  to  edu- 
cate its  blind,  deaf  and  dumb  as  it  is  to 
provide  such  privileges  for  those  who 
:have  all  their  faculties.  The  Lee  bill  was 
intended  to  meet  these  obligations,  and 
the  Governor  recognizes  the  fact,  but 
could  not  overlook  the  defect  referred  to. 
Perhaps  next  year  this  phase  of  the  bill 
:  just  vetoed  will  be  remedied,  but  mean- 
j  while  the  blind  children  will  be  deprived 
j  of  twelve  months  of  what  to  them  is  in-A 
valuable  training.  


* 


n.J. 


rvce-  ^vneru^Tv. 


LEE    BLIXD    felLL       J 
IS    DISArPRQjfciy^ 

Governor  in  vetoing-  House  bill 

requiring  an  appropriation  of   $200 

ear    in    each    school    district    for 

the  deaf,  mute  and  blindL  says: 

moneys  not  otherwise  appropriated" 
exclude^  the  right  of  the  Legislature 
to  use  any  of  the  school  moneys  de- 
rived from  raliway  taxation  for  this 
very  laudableHuij^lic  purpose. 

If  it  had  provided  that  the  moneyi 
derived  fro,m  railway  taxation  couh 
have  been  used  by  the  State  for  th< 
purpose  of  paying  the  $200  for  eacl 
child  as  provided  under  this  bill, 
would  gladly  have  signed  it,  but  th. 
bill,  as  it  now  is,  simply  places  ; 
c'harge  upon  the  treasury,  similar  ti 
that  in  the  act  of  19  06,  under  whicl 
the   gf Q f foMt'ftmmi nilT' "" o1  xr  suffered  * 
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DEAF-MUTES  AND   TMfe   BLIND. 


the  Lee  bill  author- 
ucation  to   establish 


ihe  objection 
izirtg;,  boards   of" 

public  fWjJ&d  for  the  purpose  of  edu 
eating  and  training  children  who  are 
^in^  [rox^deaf  and  dumb,  was  that  it 
proposed  to  appropriate  for  each  child 
$200  "from  any  moneys  in  the  State 
treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated." 
This  would  prevent  the  expense  being 
charged  against  the  School  Fund, 
where  it  belongs,  as  the  railroad  taxes 
are  "otherwise  appropriated"  for  school 
purposes. 

Provision  for  the  education  of  these 
unfortunate  classes  should  be  made. 
Under  the  existing  law  the  State 
maintains  an  institution  in  Trenton  for 
*he  care  and  instruction  of  deaf  mutes, 
but  there  are  parents  who  object,  and 
naturally,  to  sending  their  children 
away    from    home,    and    to    strangers. 


They  believe  that  local  day  schools 
should  be  established,  at  least  in  the 
larger  cities  in  which  there  are  suffi- 
cient numbers  of  deaf-mutes  to  war- 
rant the  employment  of  one  or  more 
special  teachers.  For  the  'blind  there 
is  and  has  been  no  special  provision, 
except  that  a  few  of  them  are  main- 
tined  in  institutions  in  New  York  and 
Pennsylvania — mainly  because  it  is 
cheaper  to  do  so  than  to  erect  a  State 
institution  of  our  own. 

There  is  the  same  objection  on  the 
part  of  the  parents  of  blind  children 
to  such  a  prolonged  separation  as  is 
required,  which  is  all  the  more  to  be  | 
sympathized  with  because  it  takes 
place  when  the  children  are  of  tender 
years.  Bo|h  the  deaf-mutes  and  the 
blind  of  any  city  in  New  Jersey  can 
be  accommodated  in  the  same-  day 
school,  and  can  live  at  home  with  their 
parents  or  other  relatives.  They  are 
entitled,  under  the  constitution,  to  all 
the  advantasros  and  privileges  that  the 
Legislature  is  directed  to  provide  for 
children  who  can  see,  hear  and  speak, 
in  "a  thorough  and  efficient  system  of 
ffee  public  schools  for  the  instruction 
all  the  children  in  this  State  between 
e  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years." 
Enough  money  is  being  spent  to  se- 
ure  to  them  their  rights,  and  there  is 
probably  no  need  of  a  special  law  to 
enable  the  municipalities  to  establish 
special  schools,  though  it  may  be  easier 
to  induce  municipal  boards  of  educa- 
tion to  act  if  special  authority  is 
given.  Governor  Fort  has  suggested 
how  his  objections  may  be  overcome 
next  year:  "If  it  had  been  provided 
that  the  moneys  derived  from  railway 
taxation  could  be  used  by  the  State  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  the  $20$'  for  each 
child  as  provided  in  this  bill,  I.  would 
have  gladly  signed,  but  the  bill  as  it 
[now  is,  simply  places  a  charge  upon 
tjhe  treasury  similar  to  that  in  the 
act  of  1906,  under  which  the  State  has 
/so  seriously  suffered  in  the  past."      J 
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NOTE  AND  COMMENT- 


Withers  thanj  Governor  Fort  will  re- 
grokth^tjh^  gas  •  felt  it  necessary  to 
vefo\M&T£e  T3ill  authorizing  Boards 
of  Education  to  establish  and,  main- 
tain public  schools  for  the  purpose 
of    training     and     edueating     blind, ; 

deaf  and  dumb  child!  ei** *'l'J!!ISMlIWfwj 

ernor's  reason  is,  because  the  bill  re- 
quires an  appropriation  of  $2  00  per 
year  in  each  school  district  for  each 
blind,  deaf  and  dumb  child  atten- 
ding such  school,  but  o!oes  not  pro- 
vide a  proper  way  for  obtaining  this 
money. 

In   his   view    the   bill  should   llvve 
permotted   these   funds   to   be    take^  I 
from   railway  taction,   the  same   as ! 
the  bulk  of  the  public  school  money,  i 
and  not'  $irect  from  -  moneys  in  the 
State   treasury  not  otherwise   appro- 
priatedr'thiis "causing   a   drain  wfi 
the  Governor  >f^ys  the  general   fund 
is  no't  able  to  stand  without  serious  | 
impairment. 

This  state   is  now  spending  about  J 
$15,000  a  year  for  the  care  and  edu- 
cation of  forty  blind  children,  in  in- 
jstitutions    in    New   York   and    Penn- 
sylvania.     Miss    Alice    C.    L.    O'Neil, 
of  this  city,  who  has  been  taking  the 
census  of  the   blind   in  New   Jersey, 
believes  there  are  about.2,000  sight- 
less  persons   here,  of  whom   200   or  I 
more   are  rof   .school    age.      If  •  these  | 
figures     are    correct     then     the     160 
blind  children  not  yet  properly  cared 
for  by  the  State  might  have  caused 
a  drain  of  $32,000   on  the  treasury, 
had  the  Governor  approved  the  Lee  | 

e   will -hardly   be   a   denial   of 
the   nroposition    that    the   State    con- 
stitutionally    and      morality,     is    as 
much    obliged    to    educate    its    blind, 
deu  t  and   dumb   as   it   is   to   provide 
such    privileges   for   those   who  have 
all  their  facilities.     The  Lee  bill  was  ! 
intended   to   meet   these    obligations,  i 
and    the     Governor    recognizes     the 
fact,  but  could  not  overlook  the  de-  j 
feet  referred  to.     Perhaps  next  year  j 


this  phase  of  the  bill  just  vetoed 
will  be  remedied,  but  meanwhile 
the  blind  children  will  be  deprived 
of  twelve  months  of  what  to  them 
is  invaluable  training. — Newark 
Evening    News. 
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ASSOCIATED  CHARITIES 
BUREAU  IN  NEW  HOME 


The  Bureau  of  Associated  Charities  took 
>osgessi©n  of  its  new  headquarters  in  the 


er  homestead  of  the  late  Dr.  Edgar 
l<Ien,  13  Central  avenue,  this  morning, 
ureau  will  occupy  the  basement  and 
m^in  floor  of  the  building,  while  the 
rooms  on  the  upper  floors  will  house  the 
Catholic  Children's  Aid  Society,  the 
Legal  Aid  Society,  the  Visiting  Nurses' 
Association  and  the  workroom  for  women. 
The  basement  of  the  building  will  be 
converted  into  a  waiting-room  for  ap- 
plicants requiring  the  aid  of  the  bureau, 
the  registrar's  office  and  the  office  of  the 
investigators  and  the  Provident  Savings 
Fund.  The  administration  room  is  being 
fitted  up  in  what  was  the  drawing-room 
of  the  Holden  house.  The  stenographers' 
room  will  be  at  the  rear  of  this,  and  the 
library  will  be  converted  into  private 
offices  for  Superintendent  Arthur  W.  Mc- 
Dougall,  Assistant  Superintendent  Miss 
Annie  Snodgrass  and  O.  B.  Wilmarth,  the 
field  secretary.  The  conservatory  and 
dining-room  will  be  used  as  the  offices  of 
the  Catholic  Children's  Aid   Society. 

The  Visiting  Nurses'  Association  will 
have  its  room  and  supply  closets  on  the 
second  floor.  On  this  floor  accommoda- 
tions are  also  being  made  for  the  Friend- 
ly Visitors'  Conference  Workers.  The 
Legal  Aid  Society  will  have  its  rooms  at 
the  rear  of  the  top  floor,  the  front  rooms 
will  be  used  as  the  workroom  for  women 
and  a  salesroom  for  the  articles  they 
make.  The  clerk  in  charge  of  the  work- 
room will  also  have  an  office  adjoining 
the  workroom. 

It  is  the  hope  of  the  officers  of  the 
bureau  that  the  New  Jersey  State  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  will  take  two  large 
front  rooms  on  one  floor  of  the  building 
for  its  headquarters.  If  the  commission 
occupies  a  part  of  the  building  it  is  prob- 
able that  the  kitchen  will  be  converted 
into  a  workshop  for  the  adulf ||hjlir'3r"rl""r~ 
they   will  be   taught' n'SMUcVaft. 


A  feature  of  the  bureau  will  be  the 
joint  register  to  be  kept  by  the  societies 
hous.nl  in  the  building,  with  the  idea  of 
enlarging  the  manner  of  co-operation. 
The  administration  room  wiU  be  useu  as  a 
common  directors'  room,  and  it  will  be 
furnished  with  a  library  of  charity  and 
social  literature  from  similar  organiza- 
tions all  over  the  world.  It  is  not  the 
plan  of  the  Jiureau  to  have  any  other  or- 
ganizations become  a  part  of  itself,  but 
that  there  may  be  a  greater  unity  of  in- 
terest in  all  the  social  problems  of  the 
day  and  that  a  greater  amount  of  pre- 
ventive work  may  be  accomplished.  All 
of  the  other  organizations  will  probably 
move  into  the  building  during  the  week. 

The  building  will  be  known  as  the  Social 
Service   building. 
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$4,000  TO  JERSEY  CITY 

HOME  m%  im  spro 

L£PORTE,7ndp£^K T^^By'WiS  terms' 
^xjfcjie  will  of|Rv4&ird  Huncheon,  who 
difl  %ajf  Jfcj&^fa,  number  of  Cr+'.ro  'c  'n- 
stitutioiV^hroughouJ  ^khe  Uniteu  States 
will  receive  mofe'  than  ,$1j0, 000.  A  num-i 
ber  of  relatives  who  a#e  wealthy  are! 
given   small   sums. 

Among  the  bequests  are  $50,000  to  the 
Catholic  University  at  Washington, 
amounts  varying  from  $200  to  $1,000  to  hos- 
pitals at  Laporte,  South  Bend,  Michigan 
City  and  Lafayette,  Ind.;  $4,000  each  to 
orphan  asylums  at  Seneca,  N.  Y.;  Lafay- 
ette and  Fort  Wayne,  Ind.;  $3,000  each  to 
the  orphanage  at  Vincennes,  Ind.;  dio- 
cesan school  at  Fort  Wayne,  and  St.  Jo- 
seph's Training  School  at  Indianapolis; 
$2,000  to  the  mission  house  at  Brook- 
land,  Washington,  D.  C;  $4,000  each  to 
the  Little  Sisters  of  the  Poor  and  Sisters 
of  the  Good  Shepherd  at  Indianapolis; 
$500  to  the  leper  colony  at  White  Castle, 
La.;  $4,000  each  to  the  Home  for  the 
Blind  at  Jersey  City,  N.  J.,  and  Epiphany 
Apostolic  College  at  Wallbrook,  Balti- 
more. 
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CARING   FOR  THE-  BLIND. 

Among  the  graduates  of  Columbia 
UnrujersitF  this  viteek,  with  the  degree 
of  Bachelor  of  Arts,  will  be  Benjamin 
Berinstein,  who  is  totally  blind,  and 
who  worked  his  way  through  college 
by  reading  proof  with  his  fingers  for 
the  Magazine  for  the  Blind.  He  in- 
tends to  study  law.  Berinstein  is  the 
second  blind  man  to  take  a  degree  at 
Columbia. 

With  these  two  examples  of  the 
ability  of  men  to  make  good  under  such 
a  heavy  handicap — not  to  mention 
Helen  Keller,  United  States  Senator 
Gore  and  others — New  Jersey  should 
feel  ashamed  of  the  neglect  given  to 
her  unfortunate  blind,  who  are  farmed 
lout  in  other  States,  at  least  a  few  of 
them  are,  and  are  partially  supported 
by  the  charity  of  bur  neighbors.  But 
there  are  indications  of  a  reform. 

The  last  Legislature  increased  to 
$17,500  the  appropriation  for  clothing, 
maintenance  and  blind  inhabitants  of 
;the  State,  which  had  been  reduced  to 
;$12,500  in  1909,  and  also  appropriated 
f$5,000  for  the  use  of  the  commission 
created  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of 
the  blind.  The  money  will  not  be  avail- 
able  until  November  1st,  but  the  fact 
that  it  has  been  appropriated  shows 
that  there  has  been  an  awakening  of 
the  legislative  conscience  in  one  direc- 
tion. 

When  girls  and  boys,  young  women 
;and  young  men  show  that,  without 
sight,  they  are  able  to  keep  up  with 
those  more  fortunate,  the  State  owes 
to  them  and  to  itself  the  duty  of  mak- 
ing their  paths  to  a  profession  or  trade 
as  easy  as  possible,  and  the  very  least 
it  can  do  for  them  is  to  afford  them 
the  opportunity  to  learn  to  read.  And 
that,  by  the  way,  is  one  of  the  consti- 
tutional rights  of  every  blind  child. 
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PROGRESS  MADE  TOWARD 
RELIEVINfrJ8E^  BLIND 

The  attendance,  as  well  as  the  work 
exhibited  and  th#  statements  made  by 
speakers,  at  the  reception  given  the  blind 
and  their  friends,  in  the  Social  Service 
Building,  yesterday  afternoon,  showed  the 
progress  made  since  the  Commission  for 
Ameliorating  the  Conditions  of  the  Blind 
began  its  investigation  last  November. 
Among  the  speakers  were  U.  B.  Brew- 
ster, president  of  the  commission;  Miss 
Ellen  Mecom,  of  Salem,  also  a  member  of 
the  commission;  Rev.  Mr.  Hopper,  of 
Western  New  York;  Miss  Hayes,  who,  j 
though  blind  herself,  is  a  trained  worker 
for  the  blind,  and  is  employed  by  the  com- 
mission as  a  teacher  and  wbrker  among  j 
the  blind  of  the  State;  Secretary  Patrick, 
of  the  Association  of  Blind  Men  in  New 
York,  and  Miss  Ward,  another  blind 
teacher,  who  has  recently  been  employed 
by  the  commission  to  work  especially  in 
the  southern  part  of  the  State. 

The  members  of  the  commission  spoke 
encouragingly  of  the  progress  made  in  the  j 
few  months  of  its  existenc.  Miss  Hayes 
told  of  the  practical  work  done.  A  census  ; 
of  all  the  blind  of  New  Jersey  is  being 
prepared,  and  will  soon  be  completed. 
She  herself  has  visited  one  hundred  and 
fifty  blind  residents  of  the  State,  taching 
a  number.  She  is  planning  to  hold  a  re- 
ception each  month,  for  the  blind  and 
their  friends,  in  the  rooms  at  the  Social 
Service  Building,  now  used  as  class  rooms 
for  the  blind.  Here  classes  are  daily  in 
session  in  stenography,  sewing,  on  the 
machine  and  by  hand,  weaving  on  hand 
looms,  basketry,  reading  and  writing.  An 
exhibition  of  work  done  by  the  pupils  was 
held. 

Mr.  Patrick  spoke  of  the  value  of  clubs 
among  the  blind,  espectilly  the  help 
which  may  be  given  by  those  long  accus- 
tomed to  blindness  to  the  newly  afflicted, 
teaching  them  "how  to  be  happy  though 
blind." 

In  the  autumn  it  is  intended  to  have  a 
sale  of  Articles,  care  being  taken  to  offer 
nothing  which  has  not  a  market  value. 
The  whole  plan  is  to  help  the  blind  to 
happy  occupation  and  self-support.  Their 
productions  is  to  be  such  as  may  compete 
with  those  of  other  people,  and  not  to 
be  bought  or  sold  as  a  matter  of  charity. 

It  was  shown  by  the  speakers  that  all 
the  work  done  by  the  commission  is  along 
modern  lines,  New  Jersey  being  well  in 
the  van  of  the  States,  only  a  few  of  which 
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HUDSON  COUNTS 
GANIZE. 


iIND  OR- 


Blind  men  in  Hudspp  county,  New  Jersey, 
are  invited  to  wjyfan  association  formed 
by  bll|i<Mpjdyf  ln|  in  that  county,  with 
John  Bapttst  of  Jersey  city,  a  member  of 
the  New  Jersey  State  Commission  for  the 
Care  of  the  Blind,  as  president.  A  meet- 
ing will  be  held  on  July  27  at  the  home  of 
Mr.  Hansen,  2199  Boulevard,  Bayonne, 
to  perfect  the  organization.  d 


'BLii^m™  organize 
khw>  '  club  in  n.  j. 
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F^jB^e  purpose  of  bettering 'their  indi 
vidual  l^nditions  aid  mutual  improve- 
ments J^pJ^'^yif  °2$*k  intercourse,  promi- 
nent winaml&aywmg  in  Hudson  County, 
N.  J.,  to-day  have  an  association  with 
John  Baptist,  of  Jersey  City,  a  member 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  Commission  for 
the  Care  of   the  Blind,  as  presiden. 

Charles  Mumby,  a  Bayonne  news- 
dealer, is  vice-president;  James  Sher- 
man of  Jersey  City  is  secretary,  and 
C.  G.  Hansen,  also  of  Jersey  City,  and 
an  accomplished  musician,  is  treasurer. 

A  meeting  will  be  held  July  27  at  the 
home  of  Mr.  Hansen,  No.  2199  Boule- 
vard, Bayonne,  to  perfect  the  organiza- 
tion, select  a  name  and  adopt  a  consti- 
tution and  by-laws.  Blind  men  in  the 
county  are  invited  to  attend. 


Temporary  Organization  Is  Ef- 
fected at  Meeting  Held 
on  Heights. 


The    initial    meeting     of     the     Pro- 
gressive Blind  Men  of  New  Jersey  was 
held    at   the    residence   of   Charles    W. 
Hansen,  2199  Boulevard,   Jersey  City, 
recently.      The    meeting  was   called   to 
i  order    by    the    organizer,    Edward    G. 
(Baptist.    Mr.  Baptist  opened  the  meet- 
ling    with    a    short    address,    outlining 
jthe    need    of    an    organization    to    pro- 
jmote  the  interests  of  the  New  Jersey 
blind   as   a  class,    and   also   the   neces- 
sity of  such  an  organization  to  extend 
the  economic  interests  of  its  members. 
Mr.    Baptist    also    stated   that  while 
|seeing    persons   might   be   admitted    to 
jthe    organization    as    honorary    mem- 
bers,   it   was  advisable  that   all  active 
membership  should  be  confined  exclus- 
ively to  the  blind  members,  and  that, 
|  if  it  was  to  be  a   stable  organization, 
which   would    endure,    it   must   be   ex- 
jtremely    democratic,    in    the    broadest 
sense  of  the  word,  and  not  a  one-man 
I  organization. 

MR.  BAPTIST'S  ADDRESS. 
Mr.  Baptist  gave  a  brief  history  of 
the  endeavors  which  have  taken  place 
in  behalf  of  the  New  Jersey  blind 
within  the  last  three  years,  describ- 
ing the  preliminary  work  of  the  com- 
mittee of  three  blind  men,  of  which  he 

was  chairhI9.il1, llWIfHTTntra gurated   the 

movement  in  New  Jersey  for  the  gen- 
eral betterment  of  its  blind,  and  spoke 
of  the  progressive  steps  in  the  work 
leading  up  to  the  appointment  of  the 
first,  or  temporary,  State  commission; 
of  its  investigations  and  recommenda- 
tions for  the  appointment  of'  a  perma- 
nent State  commission  for  the  ameli- 
oration of  conditions  among  the  New 
Jersey  blind;  which  commission  was 
appointed  November  1,  1909,  and 
which,  considering  its  limited  means 
and  the  short  time  since  its  appoint- 
ment, has  done  considerable  in  the 
way  of 'investigation,  and  not  a  little 
toward  amelioration. 

Mr.  Baptist  closed  his  address  by 
expressing  his  belief  that  the  State 
commission  would  be  pleased  to  re- 
ceive suggestions  from  the  blind,  indi- 
vidually or  collectively,  and  that  it 
was  the  duty  and  should  be  the  pleas- 
ure of  the  organization  to  assist  the 
commission  in  every  way  possible,  and 
then  declared  the  methods  of  organiz- 
ing for  general  discussion. 

A  motion  was  made,  seconded  and 
passed  that  Mr.  Baptist  be  elected 
as  temporary  chairman  of  the  meet- 
ing. 

It  was  regularly  moved  and  passed 
that  the  blind  members  assembled 
should  constitute  themselves  a  perrao- 
jnent  organization,  and  that  the  cus- 
tomary four  officers  be  elected  to 
office,  pending  the  drafting  of  a  con- 
stitution and  by-laws  by  a  committee 
appointed  by  the  chairman. 


TO  BECOME  PERMANENT 
AT  THE  NEXT  MEETING 


Edward  G.  Baptist  was  nominated 
and  unanimously  elected  president  of 
the  organization,  despite  his  express- 
ed wish  to  the  contrary;  Charles  H. 
Mumby,  as  vice-president;  Louis  P. 
Schuerman,  as  secretary,  and  Charles 
W.  Hansen,  as  treasurer,  were  like- 
wise unanimously   elected. 

It  was  then  voted  that  the  consti- 
tution committee  should  be  appointed. 
Thomas  M.  G.  Lennon,  William 
Schott  and  Charles  EL  Mumby  were 
appointed  to  act  in  this  capacity  and 
report  their  progress  at  the  next 
meeting. 

After  this,  a  recess  of  fifteen  min- 
utes was  voted,  during  which  all  par- 
took   of    refreshments. 

After  recess,  the  meeting  was  again 
called  to  order,  and  the  names  of  the1 
following  persons  were  entered  in  the 
minutes  of  the  meeting  as  active  mem-  j 
bers: 

THE  ACTIVE  MEMBERS. 

E.  G.  Baptist,  243  Palisade  avenue, 
Jersey  City;  Charles  H.  Mumby,  285 
Broadway,  Bayonne;  Louis  P.  Schuer- 
mann,  216  Monticello  avenue,  Jersey 
City;  Charles  W.  Hansen,  2199  Boule- 
vard, Jersey  City;  Thomas  M.  G. 
Lennon,  110A  Atlantic  street,  Jersey 
City;  Frank  G.  Anthony,  190  Virginia 
avenue,  Jersey  City;  Charles  R.  Dief- 
fenbach,  118  Bowers  street,  Jersey 
City;  George  A.  Honnecker,  148  Jewett 
avenue,  Jersey  City;  William  Schott, 
97  Orange  avenue,  Irvington;  Adam 
Hoole,  96  Essex  street,  Hackensack. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  organization 
,should  be  a  progressive  one,  and  that 
any  intelligent,  sincere  and  self- 
respecting  blind  man,  having  the  in- 
terest of  his  class  at  heart,  be  eligible 
to  membership  by  application  through 
a  member. 

The  constitution  committee  was 
asked  to  discuss  and  submit  names 
appropriate  for  such  an  organization, 
at  its  next  meeting,  Thursday  even- 
ing,   July  28. 

After  a  unanimous  vote  of  thanks 
to  the  hostess,  Mrs.  John  Hansen,  for 
her  generous  hospitality,  and  another 
to  Miss  Ida  Hohn,  of  1029  Willow  ve- 
nue, Hoboken,  who  volunteered  to 
stenograph  the  proceedings  and  act  a3 
temporary  secretary,  the  meeting  ad- 
journed. 

In  an  interview,  Mr.  Baptist,  who 
is  very  earnest  in  his  work  for  the 
blind,  said  that  the  society  f  o :  ned 
here  was  but  the  nucleus  of  a  larger 
and  more  general  society  contemplated 
throughout  the  State.  He  added  that 
anyone  so  inclined  could  contribute  to 
make  the  society  and  its  work  effect- 
ive as  soon  as  the  organization  was 
permanently  effected,  which  would 
at   the  next  meeting. 
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BLIND  MEN  LOOIJJiG 

FOR  PLACE  TO  MEET 



Want   Some  |*lace  in   Bergen   Section 

Where  Cost  Is  Not  Too  Great 

for  Their  Resources. 

!  The  New  Jersey  Progressive^  Blind 
I  Men's.  Association  has  been  incor- 
porated and  the  members  now  feel 
they  are  in  a  better  position  than  ever" 
to  further  their  work  of  advancing  the 
interests  of  the  blind  in  every  possible 
way. 

One  great  need  they  have  at  present 
is  a  suitable  meeting  place,  where  they 
can  gather  for  a  couple  of  hours  twice 
J  a  week  and  listen  to  reading,  discus- 
sions, et.     The  trouble. has  been  to  find 

j  isuch  a  place  on  the  central  Heights  of 
Jersey  City,  say,  in  the  Bergen  section, 

i  where  the  cost  is  not  too  great  for  their 
resoures. 

There  will   be  a  meeting  of  the  as- 

|  isolation  next  Tuesday  evening  at  110a 
Atlantic  street,  Jersey  City,  where  ways 
and  means  of  still  furthering  their 
jwork  will  be  discussed.  Committees 
have  already  been  appointed  and  ar- 
rangements are  being  made  for  a  pub- 
lic event  in  the  near  future  by  which 
means  they   hope   to    better   introduce 

i  | themselves  and  their  work. 

Being  incorporated  they  are  now  in 

j  la  position  to  properly  handle  any  do- 

j  jniations   made    to    them,    which    dona- 

!  pons  will  be  used  entirely  ki  advancing 
their  work. 

Edward  C.   Baptist,   of  243   Palisade 

j  avenue,  Jersey  City,  is  president  of  the 

!  Isociety,  and  he  will  gladly  furnish  any 

i  information  required. 
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Progressive   fHffidmen    of    New 
Jersey  Organ \ze£  ;v  i<,h  Edward 
*  G.  Baptist  President. 


A  meeting  of  the  Progressive  Blindmen 
of  New  Jersey  was  recently  held  at  the 
residence  of  Charles  W.  Hansen,  2199  Hud- 
son Boulevard,  Jersey  City,  with  Edward 
G.  Baptist  as  temporary  chairman.  Mr. 
Baptist,  the  organizer,  made  a  short  ad- 
dress, outlining  the  need  of  an  organiza- 
tion to  promote  the  interest  of  the  New 
Jersey  blind  as  a  class,  and  also  the 
necessity  of  such  an  organization  to  ex- 
tend the  economic  interests  of  its  mem- 
bers. He  stated  that  while  seeing  persons 
might  be  admitted  to  the  organization 
as  honorary  members  it  was  advisable 
that  all  active  membership  should  be  con- 
fined exclusively  to  the  blind  members. 

Mr.  Baptist  gave  a  brief  history  of  the 
endeavors  made  in  behalf  of  the  New 
Jersey  blind  within  the  last  three  years, 
describing  the  preliminary  work  of  the 
committee  of  three  blind,  of  which  he 
was  chairman,  that  Inaugurated  the 
movement  in  New  Jersey  for  the  general 
betterment  of  Its  blind,  and  spoke  of  the 
progressive  steps  in  the  work  leading  up 
to  the  appointment  of  the  first  or  tempor- 


ary  State  Commission;  of  their  investiga- 
tions and  their  recommendations  for  the 
appointment  of  a  permanent  State  Com- 
mission for  the  amelioration  of  the  con- 
ditions among  the  the  New  Jersey  blind. 

It  was  decided  that  the  blind  members 
assembled  should  constitute  themselves 
a  permanent  organization,  and  that  offi- 
cers be  elected  pending  the  drafting  of 
a  constitution  and  by-laws. 

Edward  G.  Baptist  was  unanimously 
chosen  president  of  the  organization 
despite  his  expressed  desire  to  the  cori^- 
trary.  Other  officers  unanimously  elected 
were:  Charles  H.  Mumby,  vice  president; 
Louis  P.  Schuerman,  secretary,  and 
Charles  W.  Hansen,  treasurer.  Thomas 
M.  G.  Lennon,  William  Schott  and 
Charles  H.  Mumby  were  appointed  by 
the  chairman  to  draft  a  constitution  and 
by-laws. 

After  a  recess  at  which  refreshments 
were  served  the  following  persons  were  en- 
rolled as  active  members:  E.  G.  Baptist, 
243  Palisade  avenue,  Jersey  City;  Charles 
H.  Mumby,  235  Broadway,  Bayonne; 
Louis  P,  Schuermann,  216  Montlcello  ave- 
nue, Jersey  City;  Charles  W.  Hansen, 
2199  Boulevard,  Jersey  City;  Thomas  M. 
G.  Lennon,  110-A  Atlantic  street,  Jersey 
City;  Frank  G.  Anthony,  190  Virginia 
avenue,  Jersey  City;  Charles  R.  Diefteh- 
bach,  118  Bower  street,  Jersey  City; 
George  A.  Honnecker,  148  Jewett  avenue, 
Jersey  City;  William  Schott,  97  Orange 
avenue,  Irvington,  and  Adam  Hoole,  98 
Essex  street,   Hackensack. 

It  was  agreed  that  the  organization 
should  be  a  progressive  one  and  that  any 
Intelligent  and  sincere  blind  man,  having 
the  interest  of  his  class  at  heart,  would 
be  eligible  to  membership  by  application 
through  one  of  its  members.  The  con- 
stitution committee  was  asked  to  discuss 
and  submit  names  appropriate  for  such 
an      organization,     at    its    next    meetingi 
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Thursday  night,  July 


have  had  commissions  created  by  the 
legislatures.  In  connection  with  this  work 
it  is  announced  that  the  Newark  Free 
Public  Library  has  over  one  hundred 
books  for  the  use  of  the  blind  printed  in 
raised  characters.  Among  the  authors 
represented  on  this  list  are  William  J 
Locke,  Rex  Beach,  Winston  Churchill  and 
Edward  Opponheim.  \     • 
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The  Rev.  A.  W.Jpopper,  pastor  of 
Trinity  Reformed  (Jiurch,  of  West 
New  York,  yesterday  attended  the 
meeting  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind.  Pastor  Hopper 
delivered  an  address  on  the  initial 
work  connected  with  the  helping  of  the 
blind  for  their  mental  and  general  bet- 
terment tso  make  life  as  good  as  pos- 
sible   for   them    in    their    infirmity. 

Suggestions  were  made  and  there  is 
no  doubt  that  clubs  will  be  organized 
in  different  parts  of  the  State  for  blind 
men  and  others  for  blind  women  for 
their  social  enjoyment  similar  to  those 
in  New  York  State,  which  have  the 
support  of  influential  people  for  the 
uplifting  of  their  unfortunates.  Pas- 
tod  Hoppe  was  influential  in  getting 
4he  movement  in  this   State  started. 
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f  Books  for  the  Blind 

The  Newark  Library  ha§,*over  100  booka 
I  for  the  blind*  These  have  been  already 
exhausted  by  the  borrowers  of  our  own 
city,  and  as  their  cost  makes  any  ma- 
terial addition,,**^  the  number  an  im- 
possibility^' a;|.  scheme  has  been  devised 
whereby  their  field  of  usefulness  can  be 
enlarged.  The  library  offered,  through 
the  medium  of  the  Ziegler  Magazine  ■  for. 
the  Blind,  to  send  the  books  to  any  part 
of  the  United  States.  The  Ziegler  is  an 
endowed  magazine  and  is  sent  free  to 
every  known  blind  person  in  the  country. 
Many  of  its  readers  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  offer  of  the  Newark  Li- 
brary. A  mailing  list  of  fifty-three  names 
has  already  been  established,  and  the 
books  have  been  mailed  to  twenty-five 
different  States.  They  are  carried  free 
through  the  mails. 


NEWARK     EVENING     STAR: 
SATURDAY.     SEPTEMBER     24,     1910. 


EVENING  STAR'S 

CAMERA  CATCHES 
SIGHTLESS  AT 


WORK  AND  AT  PLAY 


NOBLE  WORK  6? 
COMMISSION  10 
ISHGT  BLIND 


iMiss  Hayes,  in  Charge  of  New 
ark  Branch,  Tells  oi  Aid 
i  to*  Sightless. 


A  visit  to  the  headquarters  of  the 
Commission  for  Ameliorating  the  Con- 
dition of  the  Blind  of  New  Jersey,  at 
13  Central  avenue,  and  a  talk  with  Miss 
Lydia  Hayes,  whom  the  commission 
has  put  in  charge  of  the  work  being 
done  in  vhe  northern  part  of  the  State, 
would  convince  anyone  that  the  inter- 
est, in  the  shape*  of  happiness,  useful- 
ness and  independence,  which  the  blind 
now  feel  on  the  sums  appropriated  by 
the  Legislature  tjo  be  used  by  the  com- 
mission is  far  beyond  the  expectation 
of  even  the  most  sanguine  friend  of 
the  institution. 

For  the  firsUtime  in  the  history  of 
the  State  the  n>lind  are  beginning  to 
feel  that  they,  are  a  recognized  part 
of  the  community,  and  that  they  are 
not  objects  of  charity.  The  commission 
has  been  in  existence  since  last  De- 
cember, andi'has  had  the  use  of  $1,500 
with  which  tjo  begin  work.  Miss  Hayes 
has  been  in  the  employ  of  the  State 
since /March,  coming  from  the  Perkins 
Institute  at  Boston,  Mass.,  and  the 
preseint  headquarters  have  been  occu- 
pied since  June-  20.  It  is  the  aim  of 
the  commission  to  aid  the  blind  by 
instructing  them  in  reading,  writing, 
stenography,  typewriting,  telephone 
switchboard  operating,  hand  and  ma- 
chine sewing,,  basket  making,  reed  and 
rafia  work,  and  loom  weaving  and 
various  other1  kinds  of  work,  which  the 
blind  can  learn  to  excel  at.  The  com- 
mission will  also  endeavor  to  secure 
employment  for  those  who  have  been 
trained  and  who  are  competent  to  ac- 
ceptably fill   positioins. 

The  Work  of «  Three   Months. 

During  March,  April  and  May  Miss 
Hayes  famitiariaed  herself  with  the 
needs  of  about  300  blind  persons,  and 
during  those  mionsths  taught  about  forty 
of  them  in  their  homes.  Since  the 
i  opening  of  the  headquarters  about 
[twenty  persons  have  availed  them- 
selves of  the  educational  and  industrial 
advantages  [offered  them  at  the  Central 
[avenue  offiae. 

Miss  Hayes  is  assisted  in  the  work  of 
instruction  {by  Miss  Mary  A.  Springer, 
who  also  cotnducts  the  greater  part  of 
the  corresponding  for  the  office  and  is 
an  expert  inwthe  various  other  branches 
of  the  work. 

A  reporter*  for  the  EVENING  STAR 
was  in  the  office  w&iile  Miss  Hayes  dic- 
tated a  letter  to  Miss  Springer.  A 
Stainsby-W&yne      shorthand      machine 
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was  used.  This  machine  has  a  narrow- 
tape  running  through  it  which  becomes 
embossed  as  the  machine  is  operated, 
and  the  operator  after  reading  the 
raised  dots  which  denote  the  different 
characters  [by  their  relative,  positions 
transcribes'  the  letter  on  the  typo- 
writer. 

In  reading^  three  systems  are  taught 
—the  moon  type  to  the  aged  blind, 
and  the  Ne*v  York  point 'and  Ameri- 
can Braille  to  younger  persons.  The 
New  York  point  and  the  American 
Braille  are  modifications  of  the  origi- 
nal Braille  system,  which  was  invented 
by  a  blind  man,  LiOtfis  Braille. 

"The  blind  come  here."  said,  Miss 
Hayes  in  speaking,  of  her  work,  "not 
only  to  learn,  but  to  instruct  others. 
We  aim  to  teach,  the  blind,  procure 
occupations  for  them  and  then  have 
them  teach  their  comrades  in  afflic- 
tion. At  present  we  have  not  enough 
interested  blind  persons.  I  am  certain 
that  there  is  a^ppsition  open  for  every 
blind  man  or  woman  who  is  well 
trained,  and  it -is  our  hope  that  in  a 
short  while  we/will  reach  all  the  sight- 
less in  this  vifcinity." 

Work  along:  similar  lines  is  carried 
on  by  Miss  A.  V.  Ward  at  Camden, 
N.  J.  In  southern  Jersey,  because  of 
the  scattered  'population,  most  of  the 
instruction  is*  done  in  the  homes  of 
the  blind.  E.  G.  Baptist  is  employed 
by  the  commission  two  days  a  week  to 
teach  reading  and  writing  in  Hudson 
county.  N.  G.  Gaylord,  of  Montclair, 
with  Henry  Adicker,  of  Jersey  City, 
and  Sylvester  IXunot,  are  working  hard 
to  organize  am  association  for  the  bet- 
terment of  the*  condition  of  the  blind  in 
Essex  county.  They  have  interested 
about  eighty  other  blind  men  in  this 
county,  and  will  hold  a  meeting  in  the 
Social  Settlement  building  next  Sun- 
day afternoon  for 'the  purpose  of  form- 
ing a  permanent   organization. 

Loan    JRtand    from    Lectures. 

BesSdes  a  library  and  lectures  on 
such  things  as  flying  machines  and 
the  like,  the; association  hopes  to  loan 
monejj?  at  2  per  cent,  to  the  worthy 
blind  so  that  they  may  establish 
themselves  in  some  business. 

Mr.  Gaylord  said  that  $1,000  has 
beenfpromised  the  organization  by  pri- 
vate individuals.  If  the  blind  have 
their  hardships  they  have  some  pleas- 
ure, tojo.  A  popular  form  of  recrea- 
tion is  |  checker  playing.  The  checker- 
board   msed    is    especially    constructed 
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'for  the^  blind.  The  "men"  instead  of 
differing  in  color  differ  in  shape,  half 
square  (and  half  round,  and  fit  into 
grooves.  The  player  can  tell  the  posi- 
tion of,  the  "men"  by  running  his 
fingers   over  the   board. 

Separate  and  distinct  from  the  work 
done  at  headquarters  is  the  work  car- 
ried on  by  Miss  Prout,  of  69  Burnet 
street.  Miss  Prout  is  "sighted,"  but 
has  interested^  herself  in  the  blind,  and 
has  visited  several  manufacturers,  and 
with  the  aid  of  Miss  Alice  O'Neal,  a 
blind  woman,  has  demonstrated  to  the 
manufacturers  that  the  blind  can  do 
many  kinds  of  work  hitherto  done  only 
by  those  possessed  of  sight.  She  has 
placed  a  young  woman  in  a  talcum4 
powder  factory,  one  in  a  candy  store, 
and  has  proved  that  the  blind  can  do 
book-folding  and  brush-miking. 

The  last  Legislature  appropriated 
$22,000  for  the  use  of  the  commission. 
$5,000  of  which  will  be  used  for  the 
advancement  of  adults. 

One  of  the  drawbacks  connected  with 
the  employment  of  the  blind  is  the 
difficulty  of  transportation  to  and  from 
work,  and  while  learning,  to  and  from 
school.  An  effort  is  being  made  by- 
Miss  Hayes  to  solve  this  problem  and 
to  insure  the  safety  of  the  workers 
while  on  the  streets. 
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SIGHTLESS  PUPILS  OF  STATE'S 
BLIND  TEACHER  AT  WORK 

LOCAL  EFFORTS ; 
FORJEBB-BUNDi 

Remarkable  Work  Being  Under- 
taken Under  Direction  of 
State  Commission. 


To  what  an  extent  have  progressed  the 
facilities  for  instructing  the  blind,  reliev- 
ing their  helplessness  and  injecting  into 
their  darkened  lives  much  of  pleasure  is 
capably  illustrated  by  the  work  of  the 
Commission  for  Ameliorating  ihe  Condi- 
tion of  the  Blind,  which  hes  rooms  in 
the  Social  Service  building,  13  Central! 
ayenu£.  Under  its  direction  are  accom-i 
plisl*2d  things  that  a  few  years  ago  would  > 
have  been  deemed  utterly  impossible. 

In  the  phases  of  its  work  the  commis- 
sion leans  toward  the  practical  to  a  large! 
degree,  but  means  have  been  devised 
whereby  those  under  its  care  may  have  I 
many  of  the  amusements  which  others 
enjoy.  Further  steps  toward  this  end  are 
under  way  and  are  expected  to  reach  a 
culmination  soon.  Wherever  practicable 
the  commission's  work  is  carried  on  by 
home  teaching. 

Miss  Lydia  M.  Hayes,  a  graduate  of 
Perkins  Institute,  Boston;  the  Massachu- 
setts State  School  for  the  Blind,  and 
herself  sightless,  is  in  charge  of  the  com- 
mission's work  for  the  blind  of  Newark 
and    the    northern    section    of    the    State. 
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Her  aim  is  to  achieve  industrial  effi- 
ciency, as  well  as  to  afford  pleasing  oc- 
cupation and  intellectual  enjoyment,  so 
that  the  products  of  her  charges  may 
be  accepted  at  their  worth  and  not  as  a 
matter  of  charity. 

The  subjects  taught  by  Miss  Hayes  and 
her  blind  assistants,  Miss  M.  A.  Springer 
and  E.  T.  Baptist,  of  Jersey  City,  are 
reading,  stenography,  typewriting,  sewing 
by  hand  and  machine,  basketry,  weaving 
on  the  hand  loom,  knitting  and  crochet- 
ing. In  teaching  reading  any  of  three 
types  1b  used.     One   style   is   very  simple 


and  especially  adapted  to  old  persons, 
particularly  those  who  lost  their  sight 
late  In  life  and  have  not  the  delicacy  of 
touch  peculiar  to  those  long  blind.  Pupils 
•who  began  their  lessons  with  Miss  Hayes 
about  the  middle  of  July  have  already  at- 
tained considerable  proficiency. 

For  stenography  a  machine  is  used.  On 
this  the  students  are  taught  to  take  dic- 
tation as  rapidly  as  those  with  sight  can 
take  it  with  pencil  and  paper.  The  ma- 
chine is  operated  in  much  the  same,  way 
as  a  typewriter.  The  stenographical  signs 
are  recorded  in  raised  type  on  tape  and 
may  be  easily  transcribed  to  the  type- 
writer. The  dictated  typewritten  letters 
of  the  blind  sent  from  the  commission's 
rooms  are  marvels  of  accuracy  and  neat- 
ness. 

The  specimens  of  sewing  shown  are 
models  of  neatness  and  prove  the  point 
made  by  the  teachers  that  to  attain  their 
ends  at  all  the  workers  must  be  more  ac- 
curate than  the  person  who  sees. 

The  sewing  machine  is  like  the  ordi- 
nary type  save  for  an  ingenious  device 
which  is  used  to  thread   the   needle. 

Card  playing  is  one  of  the  amusements 
afforded  the  commission's  charges.  The 
cards  have  a  small  embossed  letter  on 
the  corner,  so  that  they  may  be  distin- 
guished by  touch.  A  checker-board  is 
made  with  the  squares  depressed  and 
the  checkers  similarly  distinguishable  by 
different  depressions  to  represent  the 
colors. 

As  one  means  of  assisting  the  blind  an 
organization  of  blind  men  has  been  en- 
couraged by  the  commission,  similar  to 
the  New  York  association,  which,  it  is 
felt,  has  accomplished  much  in  that  State. 
Nelson  T.  Gaylord,  of  Montclair.  who  is 
blind,  is  the  chairman  of  a  committee 
making  final  arrangements  for  a  meeting 
to  be  held  Sunday,  September  25,  to  per- 
fect the  organization  and  elect  officers. 

Mr,  Gaylord  states  that  tha  plans  of  the 
club  include  musical  entertainments,  lec- 
tures, social  meetings  and  much  else  for 
the  profit  and  pleasure  of  the  members. 
The  lectures  will  be  in  a  great  measure 
devoted  to  present  day  affairs  and  in- 
ventions, and  in  some  cases  will  be  illus- 
trated by  models,  which  may  be  handled 
by  the  audience,  in  place  of  pictures 
thrown  on  a  screen. 

Another  plan  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Gaylord 
is  the  establishment  of  a  fund,  a  large 
part  of  which  is  already  assured,  for  the 
purpose  of  making  loans  to  assist  blind 
men  in  business  ventures.  Only  two  per 
cent,  interest  will  be  charged. 

The  commission  is  carrying  on  work  of 
the  class  done  here,  in  Trenton  and  the 
southern  part  of  the  State,  under  the 
superintendency  of  Miss  A.  V.  Ward,  a 
blind  graduate  of  Vassar  College,  who 
visits  and  teaches  the  blind  in  their  homes. 


She  especially  desires  that  books  for  the 
blind  be  placed  in  all  public  libraries  and 
inch  ded  In  the  traveling  libraries.  Mies 
Ward  has  located  219  cases  in  her  district 
and  has  eighty  blind  persons  under  in- 
struction. 
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ABLE  SPEAKERS  AT 

a  STATE  FEDERATION 


Women's    CTnbs    Decide    on    the:  Pro- 
gramme for  Meeting:  at 
Westfield. 

— ♦« — — 

New  Jersey  State  Federation  of  Worn 
en's  Clubs  will  meet  at  Westfield  "Satur- 
day', October  22,  and  a  programme  has  been 
compiled  for  the  morning  and  afternoon 
sessions.  This  was  voted  on  at  a  meeting 
of  the  Board  of  Directors  held  in  th* 
Newark  Fre®  Public  Library. 

The  meetings  'will  take  place  in  the  Pres 
byterian  Church  of  Westfield  and  will  be 
in  charge  of  Mrs.  Frank  A.  Pattison,  of 
Colonia,  the  president.  Mme.  Von  Klenner, 
president  of  the  New  York  Woman's  Press 
Club,  will  make  an  address  on  "The  Pos-j 
sibility  of  a  State  Musical  Festival."  Mrs. 
William  Cummings  Story  Will  then-  dis- 
cuss "Club,  Administration."  Another 
speaker  will  be  Commissioner  Clement 
Driscoll,  of  New  York,  who  will  tell  of 
"Honest  Weights  and  Measures;"  "Women 
on  School  Boards"  will  be  another  sub- 
ject discussed,  and  Miss  Florence  Winchell 
of  the  Teachers  College,  Columbia  Uni- 
versity, will  describe  "Textile  Adultera- 
tions." Mr.  William  R.  George,  founder 
of  the  George  Jr.  Republic,  at  Freehold, 
N.  Y.,  will  tell  of  the  New  Jersey  branch 
of  the  republic,  at  Flemington.  Miss  Lu- 
cia Forest.  Kastraan  will  furnish  a  mu- 
sical programme.  Miss  Lydia  M.  Hayes 
has  been  chosen  to  speak  of  the  work  of 
the:  State  Commission  for  the  Amelioration 
of  the  Condition  of  the  BlfottiU«« 
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iIN\TESTIGATING    CONDITION 

OF  THE  BUND  1  X  TRENTON 


With  an  fide  a  of  urging  (be  in ves  ligation 
of  tfhie  conditions  of  the  indigent  'blind  in 
Trenton,  'j&im  Alice  O'Neill,  of  Newark, 
spent  part  of  last  week  in  ihis  city  gather* 
ing  data  for  the  commission  appointed  by 
['Governor  Port,  fin  accordance  with  a  joint 
(resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  last  year 
to  investigate  the  condition  of  the  blind 
in   this  'State. 

Miss  Kelly  has  •been  blind  since  infancy* 
and  she  declares  that  there  are  many  such 
bersons  who  are  capable  of  earning  theic 
livfing,   and  who  are  anxious  to  do  so. 
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CLASSES  FOR  DEFECTIVE  CHILDREN. 

The  Board  of  Education  plans  to  establish  special  classes 
for  defective  and  blind  cyhool  childien.  This  is  a  step  in  the 
right  direction.  The  members  of  the  board  realize  that  defec- 
tive children  in  most  cases  have  a  chance  to  become  normal 
if  they  receive  the  proper  training,  which  it  is  impossible  to 
afford  them  in  the  regular  classes.  Then,  too,  their  presence 
in  a  class  of  normal  children  retards  the  progress  of  the  class. 

The  mental  and  physical  requirements  of  subnormal  or  de- 
fective children  can  be  discerned  only  by  expert  observation, 
and  furnished  only  by  especially  qualified  teachers.  If  such 
children  are.  to  be  enabled  to  become  useful  citizens,  special 
classes  and  teachers  are  necessary,  and  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
authorities  to  make  such  provision. 

It  is  to  be  deprecated  that  a  city  the  size  of  this  one 
has  as  yet  made  no  arrangements  for  the  education  of  blind 
children.  There  is  a  considerable  number  of  such  in  Jersey 
City,  as  has  been  ascertained  by  the  superintendent  of  schools, 
and  there  is  no  reason  why  they  should  not  receive  the  bene- 
fits accorded  others  who  do  not  have  to  go  through  life  so  ter- 
ribly handicapped. 

The  present  Board  of  Education  has  done  excellent  work 
in  advancing  school  interests  and  in  providing  new  schools, 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  it  will  succeed  in  its  design  of  pro- 
viding for  the  needs  of  defective  children. 
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In  the  Interests  of  the  Blind. 

On  next  TuebdUr^'gMTTOIF'fliM^ 
will  be  a  meeting  held  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  blind,  at  3  o'clock,  in 
Unity  Church,  under  the  auspices  of 
Unity  Alliance.  The  public  is  cor- 
dially invited  to  attend.  The  speak- 
ers will  be  Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Churchill, 
of  Montclair,  who  will  discuss  "The 
Blind:  From  the  Cradle  to  the 
Grave,"  and  Miss  Lydia  L.  Hayes, 
State  Superintendent  of  the  Blind, 
who  will  speak  on  "The  History  of 
the  Education  of  the  Blind." 

These  women  have  made  manifest 
in  their  own  lives  what  can  be  ac- 
complished by  personal  effort,  stim- 
ulated by  encouragement  and  sym- 
pathy, and  they  are  ready  by  every 
means  in  their  power  to  aid  along 
the  lines  of  education  and  self-help 
their  brothers  and  sisters  who  sit  in 
darkness. 
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Meeting:  in  Interests  of  ffM"3fr,,,miMII% 

a  meeting  in  the  interests  of  _the  blind 
will  be  held  in  Unity  Church  this 
afternoon.  The  spe  ikers  will  be  Mrs. 
Sarah  J.  Churchill,  of  Montclair.  who 
will  discuss  "The  Blind:  From  the 
Cradle  to  the  Grave,''  and  Miss  Lydia 
L.  Hayes,  State  superintendent  of  the 
blind,  who  will  speak  on  "The  His- 
tory of  the  Education  of  the  Blind.*' 
Both  of  the  speakers  are  blind.  J 
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'! N  MONTCLAIR  WOMEN'S  CLUBS 

"There  is  .ne  realm  in  which  the  blind 
suffer  no  lim     ttions  that  do  not  also  cir- 
I  cumscribe    the    seeing,    and    that    is    the 
realm    of    the    mind.        There    are    blind 
professors,      musicians      and   ,  authors-in 
fact,  there  is  no  intellectual  pursuit  which 
a  blind  man  may  not  follow,"   said   Mrs. 
Sarah       Churchill,       fn       addressing      the 
Women's    Alliance   of    Unity   Church    yes- 
terday  afternoon. 
|     Mrs.    Churchill    is   vice-president    of   the 
i  department  for  the  blind  of  the  Interna- 
tional    Sunshine     Society,     and     her    sub- 
ject was  "The  Blind,  from  the  Cradle  to 
the  Grave. '  V.Jja^^iamtmig  the  education 
of  blind  children,  Mrs.  Churchill  said  that 
scarcely   any   provision   is   made  for  chil- 
dren   under    eight    years    old. 

The  blind  do  not  want  "their  condition 
ameliorated,"  they  want  a  chance  to 
make  a  living  in  the  world,  the  speaker 
asserted,    as   their   seeing  brothers   do. 
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AID  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Mrs.  Churchill  and  Miss  Hayes  Talk 
at  Meeting  of  Unity  Alliance. 

Mrs.  Sarah  J.  Churchill,  of  Upper 
Mountain  avenue,  and  Miss  Lydia  L. 
Hayes,  State  Supervisor  of  the  Blind, 
two  Montclair  women  who  have  dem- 
onstrated by  their  own  example  what 
can  be  done  by  and  for  the  blind, 
spoke  at  the  meeting  of  the  Unity 
Alliance  in  Unity  Church  on  Tuesday 
afternoon.  Mrs.  Churchill's  subject 
was  "The  Blind:  From  the  Cradle  to 
the  Grave,"  and  Miss  Hayes  spoke  of 
"The  History  of  the  Education  of  the 
Blind." 


Mrs.  Churchill  dwelt  briefly  on  the 
cause  of  much  blindness.  "Two  thou- 
sand years  ago,"  she  said,  "the  ques- 
tion was  asked,  'Did  this  man  or  his 
parents  sin  that  he  is  born  blind?' 
To-day  we  substitute,  rather,  'Did 
this  doctor  or  this  midwife  sin  that 
this  babe  is  needless  blind  for  life?' 
Knowledge  and  care  have  replaced 
ignorance  and  neglect  in  the  case  of 
the  new-born,  and  there  will  be  no 
unnecessarily  blind  babies  when  a 
single  drop  of  a  preparation  of  nitrate 
of  silver  administered  at  birth  will 
wipe  out  that  dread  disease  germ, 
opthalmia  neonatorum,  and  thus  ob- 
viate thirty  per  cent,  of  infantile 
blindness." 

Mrs.  Churchill  favored  co-educa- 
tion for  the  blind.  Nearly  a  decade 
ago  the  experiment  of  educating  the 
sightless  with  the  sighted  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  was  tried  in  Chicago.  Last 
year  this  method  was  adopted  in 
New  York,  and  recently  in  the  schools 
of  Newark.  Mrs.  Churchill  thought 
it  strange  that  this  should  have  been 
so  long  delayed,  as  the  father  of  the 
blind  child  pays  his  taxes  as  well  as 
the  father  of  the  seeing  child.  The 
one  receives  his  equivalent  and  the 
other  none. 

Miss  Hayes  said  in  part  that  as  the 
majority  of  blindness  is  found  in 
places  of  ignorance  and  vice,  the 
New  Jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind 
this  last  year  had  the  appropriation 
for  the  education  of  the  blind  youth 
12,000  to  $17,000,  and  by  the  same 
legislative  enactment  educational 
privileges  are  available  to  children 
under  eight  years.  Since  1900,  Mas- 
sachusetts, Rhode  Island  and  several 
of  the  largest  cities  of  the  country 
have  extended  educational  opportuni- 
ties to  those  who  lose  their  sight 
when  too  old  to  attend  school  by  the 
establishment  of  a  department  for  the 
free  instruction  of  adult  blind  at  their 
homes,  in  reading,  writing  and  handi- 
work which  will  add  to  the  pleasure 
and  usefulness  of  the  pupil. 


Miss  Hayes  said  that  the  New  Jer- 
sey Commission  for  the  Blind  con- 
sists of  three  unsalaried  members, 
who  are  Miss  Ellen  Mecum,  of  Salem; 
Mr.  W.  B.  Brewster,  of  Newark,  and 
Mr.  William  Fellowes  Morgan,  o? 
Short  Hills.  The  commission  has 
opened  headquarters  at  113  Central 
avenue,  Newark,  and  employed  Miss 
Hayes,  who  came  from  the  Perkins 
Institute  in  Boston,  as  State  Super- 
visor. Miss  Anne  V.  Ward,  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  Pennsylvania  Institute  for 
the  Blind,  is  employed  to  look  after 
the  work  in  the  southern  part  of  the 
S^ate.  The  complete  census  of  the 
blind  in  the  State  has  not  yet  been 
taken,  but  the  Commission  has  a  list 
of  700,  of  which  number  they  have 
investigated  538.  Eight  hundred 
and  seventy-three  lessons  have  been 
given  to  157  pupils. 

After  Mrs.  Churchill  and  Miss 
Hayes  had  given  their  talks,  articles 
made  by  the  blind  were  put  on  sale 
and  $9  worth  were  sold. 
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JTwo      Measures,      With      Assemblyman 

Walsh    as   Tlieir   Probable    Sponsor, 

Will    be    Introduced    in    the 

Legislature. 

Persons  interested  in  the  welfare  of  the 
blind  have  prepared  two  bills  for  intro- 
duction in  the  Legislature.  It  is  under- 
stood that  Assemblyman  Allan  B.  Walsh 
is  to  be  asked  to  stand  sponsor  for  the 
two  measures.  They  are  likely  to  be  pre- 
sented tomorrow  night  or  at  Tuesday's 
session. 

One  bill  is  intended  to  amend  the  act 
passed  in  1909,  which  created  a  commis- 
sion   of   three    persons    to   ameliorate   the 


condition  of  the  blind.  The  amendment  is 
,  rease  the  number  of  com- 
missioners to  five  and  to  have*  a  blind 
person  as  one  of  the  members  of  ,the 
commission.  It  is  felt  that  with  a  blind 
person  on  the  board  the  prospect  of  its 
actually  doing  something  in  behalf  of  the 
sightless  would  be  materially  enhanced. 
The  present  commission  seems  to  have 
taken  little  or  no  ,  interest  in  the  workj 
for  whieh  it  was  created. 

The  other  bill  seeks  to  make  it  a  mis- 
demeanor for  anyone  to  cheat  or  defraud) 
a  person  without  sight.  This  measure 
has  been  inspired  by  the  experience  of  a 
local  blind  salesman  who  was  deliberate-! 
ly  ,  defrauded  by  a  former  well  known 
merchant 
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BLIND  MEN  INDEPENDENT 


Pr< 
to 


People's  Palace,  Bergen  avenue 
Forest  street,  Jersey  City,  Tiles- ; 
evening,  Feb.  21,  there  will  be  | 
•itertainment  for  the  benefit  of 
dind  by  the  blind.  Admission  2  5  j 
:.  A  reception  will  follow.  The  j 
vessive  Blind  Men's  League  hopes) 
?t   legislation   to<  enable   tne  blind  I 
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^  An  entertainment  Q£jtJj%bi*ad,  foi 
the  blipd  and  by  the  blind,  will  be  hel< 
at  the"  People's  Palace,  Jersey  City,  oi 
Tuesday  evening,  April  25,  under  tb( 
auspices  of  the  New  Jersey  Blind  Men'* 
Society.  Charley  Mumby,  the  popular 
newsman  of  Broadway  and  9th  street.1 
is  a  member  of  it,  Ask  him  for  a  ticket] 
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HELPING  HANDS 
FOR  THE  BLIND 


Htntchir  Allknce  Teld   Need 

Is  for  Trainiig  ia  Self- 

Supporting  Work. 


EVENTS    IN    SOCIAL    CIRCLES 


"There  is  one  realm  in  which  the  blind 
suffer  no  limitations  that  do  not  also  cir- 
cumscribe the  seeing,  and  that  is  the 
realm  of  the  mind.  There  are  blind 
professors,  musicians  and  authors— in 
fact,  there  is  no  intellectual  pursuit  which 
a  blind  man  may  not  follow,"  said  Mrs. 
Sarah  Churchill,  in  addressing  the 
Women's  Alliance  of  Unity  Church  yes- 
terday  afternoon. 

Mrs.    Churchill    is   vice-president   of   the 
department  for  the  blind  of  the  Interna- 
tional    Sunshine     Society,     and     her     sub 
ject  was   "The  Blind,   from  the  Cradle   to 
the  Grave."     In  describing  the  education 
i  of  blind  children,  Mrs.  Churchill  said  that 
scarcely   any   provision   is   made   for   chil- 
dren   under     eight    years     old.        Normal 
youngsters  of  this  age   need  no  teaching, 
'  she    added,    for    they    learn    by    imitating 
what  they  see  others  do,  and  their  bodies 
i  become    developed    by    walking,    running 
and  all   the   thousand   natural  movements 
j  af  a  child,  which  are  dependent  on  sight. 
The  blind  boy  or  girl  has  none  of  these 
j  advantages,    the    speaker    continued,    but 
must  be  laboriously  taught  to  grasp  what 
he  cannot  see,  and  to  step  forward  boldly 
in  the  dark.     Just  at  this  difficult  begin- 
ning  of   his   life,    he   is   often  left   to   find 
his   way   in  the   world   without   guidance, 
she  declared. 

Older  children  are  taught  in  schools 
for  the  blind,  and  in  Chicago,  the  speaker 
said,  they  go  into  the  classrooms  of  see- 
ing   children,    where    they    meet    healthy, 


happy  companions  of  their  own  age,  who 
in  turn  learn  the  lessons  of  sympathy 
and  help  for  others  less  fortunate  than 
themselves.  When  the  young  folks  have 
finished  school,  Mrs.  Churchill  explained, 
they  are  sent  to  training  schools,  where 
they  are  taught  practical  employment. 
such  as  weaving,  knitting,  sewing  and 
crochet  work,  making  brooms  and.  chair- 
seats.  The  public  does  not  realize,  Mrs. 
Churchill  said,  how  skilled  this  work  is, 
as  articles  made  by  the  blind  are  often 
the  very  best  of  their  kind  on  the  mar- 
ket, and  people  should  buy  them,  not 
out  of  pity  for  their  manufacturers,  but 
because    of    their    excellent   quality. 

The  blind  do  not  want  "their  condition 
ameliorated,"  they  want  a'  chance  to 
make  a  living  in  the  world,  the*  speaker 
asserted,    as   their   seeing   brothers   do. 

"Old  age  is  supposed  to  be  the  time 
of  failing,"  the  lecturer  concluded,  "but 
it  is  the  golden  age.  Advancing  years 
would  be  a  better  name  for  old  age,  for  it 
is  the  period  of  advancement,  when  we 
are  fulfilling  the  promise  of  life  and 
nearing  the  goal.  As  death  is  the  casting 
off  of  the  senses  no  longer  needed,  the 
loss  of  sight  or  hearing  is  but  a  lifting 
of    the    weight   that    holds    us    to    earth." 

When  Mrs.  Churchill  had  finished,  Miss 
Lydia  Hayes,  State  supervisor  of  the 
blind  of  New  Jersey,  spoke  on  the  "His- 
tory of  the  Education  of  the  Blind."  In 
early  history,  she'  said,  the  blind  were 
outcasts  and  beggars,  and  the  first  man 
to  help  them,  as  a  class,  was  Valentin 
Hoy,  who  founded  an  institution,  for  the 
blind  in  Paris  in  178-1 

One  of  his  pupils  discovered  that  he 
could  detect  the  letters  on  newly  printed 
pages,  while  the  ink  was  still  more  or 
less  wet,  and  this  suggested  the  invention 
of  the  large  embossed  type  which  is  now 
used.  Miss  Hayes  then  described  the 
various  ways  in  which  the  blind  can  write 
— the  English  and  American  Brai]  sys-. 
terns  of  dots,  and  the  "New  York  point." 

Dr.  Samuel  Gridley  Howe  was  author- 
ized by  the  Masachusetts  Legislature  in 
1829  to  organize  an  institution  for  the 
education  of  the  blind,  and  it  was  through 
his  efforts  that  the  famous  Perkins  Insti- 
tute in  Boston  was  founded,  the  speaker 
explained.  Other  States  followed  the  ex- 
ample of  Massachusetts,  so  that  at 
present  everj'  State  in  the  Union  either 
maintains  schools  for  the  blind,  or  pro- 
vides for  them  in  the  schools  of  other 
States,  she  added,  and  New  Jersey  sends 
some  of  her  blind  children  to  New  York 
and  Pennsylvania. 

"While  the  other  senses  can,  to  a  large 
extent,  be  educated  to  take  the  place  of 
the  one  imperfect  sense,  we  must  not  de- 
mand impossibilities  of  them,"  said  Miss 
Hayes.  "People  can  be  trained  to  do  won- 
ders with  the  sense  of  touch,  but  they 
can  never  perceive  colors  by  it.  If  they 
claim  to  do  so,  it  is  because  they  under- 
stand the  effect  of  dyes  on  various 
clothes,  and  so  can  make  a  shrewd  guess 
at  the  color. 


"Education  of  the  blind  must  make 
them  productive,  helpful  members  of  so- 
ciety. It  must  develop  all  their  faculties, 
mental  and  physical.  The  most  precious 
possession  of  a  child  is  his  individuality 
and  the  best  education  is  the  one  that 
brings  it  out.  The  Newark  School  Board 
has  recently  established  a  class  for  blind 
children,  where  four  pupils  have  already 
enrolled.  They  are  taught  reading,  writ- 
ing and  several  branches  of  manual  train- 
ing. Jersey  City,  within  the  last  few 
days,  has  authorized  the  superintendent 
of  schools  to  investigate  the  instruction 
of  blind  children,  and  eventually  Jersey 
City  will  probably  also  open  a  class  for 
them." 

In  conclusion,  Miss  Hayes  said  that  the 
blind  had  a  hard  time  mastering  the 
different  systems  in  which  their  books 
are  printed.  In  time  the  English  Brail 
will  supersede  the  others,  she  thinks,  be- 
cause it  is  the  only  one  which  can  be 
made  to  reproduce  accurately  every  lan- 
guage. In  response  to  a  question,  Miss 
Hayes  stated  that  there  are  about  twenty 
blind  people  in  Montclair.  "But  some  of 
them,"  she  said,  "prefer  not  to  be  con- 
sidered blind." 
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f     \FOR    BLINJ^HILDREN. 

Hitherto  blind  children  who  were 
wards    of    the    state    have    been    sent 

to  New  York  and  Philadelphia  tor 
education  and  training;  but  under  a 
new  arrangement  approved  by  Gover- 
nor Wilson,  a  number  of  these  child- 
ren may  now  be  sent  to  the  home 
maintained  by  the  State  at  Sumihit, 
through  the  International  Sunshine 
Society.  .    • 

Whether  it  might  be  wise  or  econ- 
omical to  establish  a  State  home  for 
',  such  children,,  was  looked  into  some 
years  age.  Commissioner  Wright  ad-- 
'  vises  against  it. .  The  forty-two  or 
three  children  now  under  the  States 
care,  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia 
icost  about  $15,000  a  year,  a  sum4  that 
would  hardly  more  than  pay  the  sal- 
aries of  the  managers,  instructors 
and   caretakers   in   a  special   home. 

Newark  recently  made  a  beginning 
in  the  oare  of  its  own  blind  children 
I  by  establishing  a  class  in  the  Wash- 
i  ington  street  school,  and  the  boys  and 


girls  seem  to  be  doing  well  and  learn- 
ing rapidly. 

One  of  the  bills  n$&  before 
Legislature  was  introduced  by  Assem- 
blyman Walsh,  of  Mercer.  It  amends 
the  act  of  1909  and  provides  that  the 
commission  to  ameliorate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  blind  shall  consist  of  five, 
instead  of  three,  one  of  whom  shall 
be  a  blind  person.  This  would  seem 
to  be  a  reasonable  provision,  for  who 
is  better  qualified  to  maintain  the 
rights  of  blind  children  than  one  who 
suffers  their  peculiar  deprivation? — 
Newark  News. 
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W/ifcSH  BILLS  REPORTED 


Two  bills   by  Assemblyman   Allan   B. 

ralsh  were  reported  in  the  Legislature 
ist  night.  In  the  Senate  his  measure 
impropriating  $4,672.37  for  the  ex- 
penses of  the  inauguration  of  Gover- 
nor Wilson,  which  passed  the  Assem- 
bly several  days  ago,  was  reported 
and  placed  on  the  calendar. 

In  the  Assembly  his  measure,  No. 
266,  providing  that  the  state  commis- 
sion on  the  condition  of  the  blind  shaU 
■^e  increased  to**Jhmmmmmmdl/14!G**7fRecY 
wTltWTl  shall  be  a  blind  person,  was  re- 
ported favorably,  by  the  Committee  on 
Education.  .d 
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WALSHJLP  BILL 
PASSES  ASSEMBLY 


/.>-■••  em  blyman  Walsh  got  through 
he  ^embly  today  his  bill,  No.  266, 
jtmen-  \tg  the  act  creating  the  State 
ommiss'  >n  _..n  the  condition  of  the 
)lind  so  iat  the  commission  shall  con- 
sist of  j  e  members,  one  of  whom 
shall   be  a  blind  person. 

The  theory  of  the  bill  is  that  the 
■ommission  should  have  one  member 
who,  being  blind,  will  be  able  to  give 
expert  information  as  to  the  real  needs 
pf  the.  blind. 
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illLS  PASSED  BY 
THE  ASSEMBLY 

Trenton,  Ma.re'h  2.— -These  bills 
passed  the  Hou.se  yesterday  afternoon 
before  it  adjourned  for  the  week: 

House  No.  266,  by  Mr.  Walsh- 
Provides  that  one  of  .the  five  com- 
missioners for  ameliorating'  the  con- 
dition of  the  blind  shall '■«We",-a  blind 
perso  nf* ""'-""  luJlir 

House  No.  192,  by  Mr.  White  (B. 
H.)-^The    Mount   iHolly   Airmory    bill. 

House  No.  302,  hy  Mr.  Egan— The 
Jersey  City  Detention  Home  for  Ju- 
veniles  bill. 

Hou»s*e  No.  216,  hy  Mr.  Mtylod— 
Amends  the  'Distract  Court  lact  so  that 
sergeants-at-arm.s  may  administer 
the    oath    at    court    trials. 

House  No.  170,  by  M'r.  Maxsey— 
Enables  Newark  to  educate  blind 
children. 
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BlbE-A-WEE  HOME  AT 
LONGPORT  IS  TOTTERING 

That  the  Bide-a-Wee  Hom«  for  In- 
curables and  Blind  at  Longport,  for  the 
benefit  of  whichjL  JiftgrMay  was  held  in  ! 
this  city  ^awffQT  is  in  financial  straits, 
has  been  announced  by  an  auditing  com- 
mittee that  has  gone  over  the  books  of 
Mrs.  Claire  P.  Plummer,  general  secretary 
of  the  institution. 

It  was  Mrs.  Plummer  who  became  In- 
volved in  difficulties  with  Mrs.  Leon  C. 
Sutton,  State  organizer  of  the  Interna- 
tional Sunshine  Society,  over  the  tag  day 
held  here. 

The  committee  ha*  reported  to  the 
board  of  directors  that  there  are  unpaid 
bills  amounting  to  $4,000,  and  only  $3.83  in 
the  treasury.  If  sufficient  funds  are  not 
forthcoming  J  at  an  early  date, '  the  com- 
mittee recommends  that  the  home  be 
closed  and  the  patients  removed  to  the 
almshouse  or  other  institutions. 

It  is  further  stated  that  the  moneys 
collected  by  Mrs.  Plummer  have  btsen 
duly  accounted  for,  but  that  the  institu- 
tion could  not  be  supported  on  an  in- 
come of  less  than  $7,000  a  year.  Since 
the  opening  of  the  home  in  November, 
1909,  the  receipts  have  been  $8,856.18,  while 
the  expenses  have  been  greater.  In  con- 
clusion the  report  states: 

"Your  committee  believes  that  Mrs. 
Plummer  has  been  endeavoring  to  carry 
on  too  great  a  work  with  the  means  at 
her  command.  We  find  that  she  has  ad- 
vanced more  than  $1,600  from  her  personal 
funds  to  meet  the  demands  of  the  home. 
We  commend  her  for  her  devotion  to 
humarlty,  but  lament  the  fact  that  the 
publio  has  not  responded  more  generously 
to  the  appeals  of  the  seventy-three  un- 
fortunate committed  to  the  care  of  the 
Bide-a-Wee  Home  since  its  opening,  a 
year  ago  last  November."  *> 
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CMS.  H.  GREEN  MAY  BE 

NAMED  COMMISSIONER 

TO  AID  THE  BLIND 


Charles  H.  Greene,  one  of  the  bes 
known  blind  men  in  Patterson,  and 
who  up  until  a  few  years  ago  when 
he  lost  his  vision  was  manager  of  the 
glassware  department  of  the  Van  Dyk 
Furniture  company,  is  being  promi- 
nently mentioned  for  a  place  on  the 
blind  commission  board. 

In  Trenton  last  Friday  the  legisla- 
tive bill  making  it  compulsory  to  have 
a  blind  person  named  as  a  member 
of  the  board  to  ameliotate  the  condi- 
tion of  the  sightless  in  this  state,  was 
signed  by  Governor  Wilson.  Imme- 
diately afterwards  there  was  a  hustle 
in  various  parts  of  the  state  to  fill 
the  place.  Of  the  names  mentioned 
'none  comes  to  the  fore  more  than 
that  of  Mr.  Greene  and  his  fitness  for 
the  position  is  unquestioned  and  hun- 
areds  of  friends  here  in  Paterson,  m 
dr*?t  throughout  Passaic  county,  would 
rejoice  to  learn  that  he  was  chosen. 

Mr.  Greene  since  losing  his  sight 
has  devoted  his  spare  moments  to 
(acquiring  the  gift  that  seems  to  come 
as  second  nature  to  the  sightless  to 
get  about  and  continue  a  life  of  use- 
fulness.. He  is  a  student  of  the  raised 
isystem  of  reading,  walks  daily  about 
jtown  with  erect  carriage  and  as  the 
result  of  his  perseverance  operates  a 
periodical  and  cigar  store  on  Market 
street  near  the  Erie  station. 
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INCREASE  COMMISSION 

TO  AID  THE  BLIND. 

tFrom  a  §t  ff  Correspondent.} 
TRENTON,  March  22.— The  bill  to 
increase  the  number  cf  commissioners 
for  the  amelioration  of  the  blind  from 
three  to  five  •  members,  one  of  whom 
shall  be  a  blind  person,  brought  out 
brief  discussion  and  a  slow  vote.  The 
bill,  after  some  delay  and  calling  re- 
peatedly for  the  absentees,  was  passed, 
11  to  .7. 
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BLIND  MEN  TO  GIVE  AN 
■^WTERTAINMENT  APRIL  25 


The  New  Jersey  Progressive  Blind  | 
Men's  Society  will  give  an  entertainr 
ment  Tuesday  evening,  April  25,  iii 
the  People's  Palace,  Jersey  City 
Heights.  The  entertainment  wWl  be 
of  the  blind  ad  for  the  benefit  ofrthe 
bWnd.  All  those  participating  in  the 
program  will  be  blind,  and  it  is; 
hoped  that  a  large  audience  will  at- 
tend, i 

The  object  of  the  entertainment  is 
to  create  a  fund  for  the  benefit  of 
the  sightless,  and,  if  possible,  teach' 
them  the  lighter  form®  of  handicraft,! 
so  as  to  be  of  use  to  themselves  andj 
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WALSH    BILL    PASSED. 

Assemblyman    Walsh's    bill,    Assem* 


bly  266,  placing^ 
State    Commission 


on  the 
or  the  Bind,  was 
passed  by  the  Senate  today  and  will 
how  bs>  to  the  .Governor, 
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Samuel  Shelly,  a  Trenton  blind 
man,  is  being  urged  on  Governor!  Wil- 
son for  appointment  to  the  State 
Commission  to  Ameliorate  the  'Condi- 
tion of  the  New  Jersey^Fyj^wl  Under 
a  newly  passed  1'aW  one^oFthe  com- 
missioners must  be  a  blind  person,     j 


II  reivtpvv » '  Yl  ^'J,  f  cW-e,vuiv\,<^     ft  iw\e..s 


~~ 


-n  K-r  i,  U   '+ .  )  1  n . 


BLIND  MAN  LIKES 
WALSH  BLIND  BILL 

Samuel    Shelley  is    Grateful    to 

Governor,  Assembly  and  to 

the  Newspapers 

To  the  Editor  of  the  Times. 

Sir — In  behalf  of  the  blind  of  New 
Jersey,  I  want  to  thank  you  for  the 
attention,  interest  and  support  which 
you  have  given  to  Assembly  Bill  No. 
266.    which    increases    the    Commission 


for  Ameliorating  the  Condition  of  the 
Blind  from  three  to  five  members,  and 
provides  for  the  appointment  of  at 
least  one  blind  person  on  this  com- 
mission. I 

In  1906,  a  Mrs.  Matilda  Zigler  of  j 
New  York  city  invested  $80,000  f or  | 
the  purpose  of  establishing  and  main- 
taining a  magazine  to  be  distributed 
free  among  the  blind.  This  magazine  j 
which  appears  monthly  in  addition  to 
furnishing  us  with  valuable  reading 
matter  is  using,  every  endeavor  to 
arouse  the  blind  to  greater  activity  byj 
offering  many  practical  suggestions  i 
which,  if  followed,  would  enable  us  to 
become  more  self-helpful  and  energetic. 

Since  this  movement  was  begun 
many  organized  efforts  to  promote  the! 
interests  of  the  blind  have  been  under- 
taken. In  1909  New  Jersey  estab-j 
lished  a  Commission  for  the -Ameilora-! 
tion  of  her  Blind.  Under  the  act  as! 
originally  created  this  commission  was! 
to  consist*' of  three  members  appointed 
for  a  term  of  three  years,  at  the  end  of  j 
each  term  the  commission  would  prac-j 
ticallv  be  dissolved  except,  of  course,  in 
the  case  of  reappointments,  making  it 
necessary  for  the  work  to  be  taken  up' 
by  a  different  set  of  people  and  leav-; 
ing  nothing  to  link  the  old  with  thej 
new  except  records. 

The  new  law  has  entirely  removed! 
this  objection.  It  has  not  tampered 
in  any  way  with  the  present  workings 
of  the  commission.  It  has  legislated  no 
one  out  of  office.  It  has  asked  for  no 
increase  of  appropriation  and  yet  it  has 
given  to  the  blind  what  perhaps  they 
should  have  had  from  the  beginning — J 
representation. 

A  carpenters'  union  without  a  car- 
penter would  be  absurd.  A  Board  of 
Health  without  a  physician  would  be 
ridiculous,  and  so  I  feel  that  the  ser- 
vices of  a  blind  person  on  this  com- 
mission are  indispensable  to  the  suc- 
cess of  the  work  it  has  in  hand. 

I  therefore  want  to  thank  Mr.  Walsh 
for  introducing  this  bill,  to  thank  the 
Legislature  for  passing  it,  to  thank  our 
Governor  Wilson  for  approving  it,  and 
last  but  not  least  to  thank  the  news- 
papers throughout  the  state  for  the 
voluntary  assistance  which  they  have 
contributed  towards  securing  the 
passage  of  one  of  the  most  meritorious 
and  humane  measures  which  the  Leg- 
islature of  1911  has  been  asked  to  deal 
with. 

Very   sincerely  yours, 

SAMUEL    SHELLEY. 
Trenton,  April  4,  1911.  ^ 
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WO&K  OF  BLIND  TO  BE 
SBOWNlraBlBITIOR 

Preparations  are  being  completed  in"  th* 
rooms  occupied  by  the  Commission  for  th< 
Blind  in  the  Social  Service  building,  15 
Central  avenue,  for  the  sending  of  con 
tributions  from  the  blind  workers  undei 
the  care  of  Miss  Lydia'  Y.  Hayes  to  the 
blind  workers'  exhibition,  to  be  held  in  tne 
Metropolitan  Opera  House,  New  York, 
from  April  26  to  April  30.  The  exhibition 
will  be  opened  by  President  Taft  at  8:30 
o'clock  next  "Wednesday  night. 

A  member  of  the  New  Jersey  commis- 
sion, W.  Pellowes  Morgan,  is  serving  on 
the  finance  and  '  executive  committees 
having  this  exhibition  in  charge.  All 
States  having  organized  work  among  the 
blind  have  been  invited  to  contribute. 
More  than  forty  trades  will  be  repre- 
sented by  the  productions  of  blind  work- 
ers. 

Methods  used  in  educating  the  blind  will 
be  shown,  and  also  games  and  recreations 
adapted  to  them.  Each  afternoon  pro- 
grams will  be  presented  from  4:30  to  5:30 
o'clock  by  blind  athletes,  dancers,  mu- 
sicians and  actors.  It  is  stated  in  a_cir- 
cular  telling  of  the  show: 

"The  purpose  of  the  exhibition  is  to 
show  the  public  what  has  been  done,  what 
is  being  done  and  what  should  be  done, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  prevent 
blindness  and  to  help  those  already  af- 
{ flicted.  The  cause  should  guarantee  the 
j  patronage  of  all  who  admire  courage,  and 
j  who  respect  that  truly  American  trait  of 
overcoming  seemingly  insurmountable  ob- 
stacles, which  is  constantly  being  shown 
by  the  blind  strivers  for  'light  through 
work.'  " 

There  are  now  about  157  blind  persons 
under  instruction  in  care  of  the  State 
commission,  and  about  twenty  of  these 
will  be  represented  by  specimens  of 
handicraft,  including  many  crocheted  and 
knitted  articles,  pillows  woven  from  un- 
spun  hemp,  baskets  and  other  things 
made  from  raffia  and  various  articles 
made  by  sewing. 

Articles  exhibited  will  be  for  sale. 
Among    the    industries    practised    by    the 

lind  in  this  city  is  that  of  chair  caning, 
number  of  those  attending  the  classes 
13   Central   avenue    have   already   been 

nabled   to   contribute   to   their   own    sup- 

ort    through    the    sale   of   articles    which 
ey  have  learned  to  produce,  as  well  as, 
occupy  themselves.  j 
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Of  the  Blind,  by  the  Blind  and  for  the 
Blind. 

The  New  Jersey  Progressive  Blind 
Men's  Society  will  give  an  entertainment 
of  the  blind  by  the  blind  and  for  the  blind 
at  the  People's  Palace,  Bergen  avenue 
and  Forrest  street,  Jersey  City,  next 
Tuesday  evening.  The  entertainment 
will  be  followed  by  a  dance,  in  which  the 
blind  will  participate.  Judge  Mark  A. 
Sullivan  of  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Ap- 
peals will  deliver  an  address  on  "The 
Seeing  Blind."  United  States  Senator 
Thomas  Gore  of  Oklahama,  who  is  blind, 
lias  been  invited  to  make  an  address  on 
"The  Blind  Seeing." 
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"fcLIND  MEN  TO  GIVE 

AN  ENTERTAINMENT 

The  New*  Jersey  Progressive  Blind 
Men's  (Society,  incorporated,  will  give 
an  entertainment  by  and  for  the  Mind 
at  the  People's  Palace  this  even- 
ing. The  program  includes  a  dance 
after  the  other  numbers.  The  pro- 
gram will  be  of  an  interesting  mu- 
sical nature,  with  the  exception  of  an 
address  to  be  made  by  Judge  Mark  A. 
(Sullivan,  who  will  speak  on  "The 
Seeing  Blind."  About  2.000  ticket* 
have  been  issued  and  a  large  att< 
ance  is  ♦expected. 
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BUND  MEN 

ENTERTAIN 

'The  finzt  entertainment  of  the  New 
Jersey  Progressive  Blind  Mien's  So- 
ciety was  held  before  a  crowded  house 
at  the  People's  Palace,  Bergen  Ave- 
nue and  Forrest  Street,  last  nig.ht. 
The  entertainment  was  a  success 
from  start  to  finish,  and  the  large 
audience  which  filled  the  main  audi- 
torium of  the  Palace  encored  the 
various  numfoere  time  and  time 
again.  United  States  Senator  Thomas 
Gore.,  "the  Blind  'Senator  from  Okla- 
homa," was  to  have  spoken  on  "The 
Blind  Seeing,"  but  was  unable  to  be 
present.  He  sent  a  letter  of  regret 
to  Congressman  Kinkead.  who  bad 
been  asked  by  the  society  to  request 
his  presence  at  the  first  appearance 
in  New  Jerv-ey  of  the  newly  organized 
■blind    men. 

The  sight  of  persons  totally  blind 
entertaining  fully  as  well  as  the  best 
of  -their  more  fortunate  fellows  was 
a.  revelation  of  the  ability  of  those 
•denied  the  right  to  see.  Their  work 
was  marvelous.  Judge  JVlark  A.  Sul- 
livan, who  wa,5  the  only  man  with 
the  power  of  sight  on  the  platform 
last  night,  spoke  on  "The  Seeing 
i Blind."  In  the  isecond  part  of  the 
performance  Miss  Margerette  N.  Hol- 
den,  soprano,  received  a  handsome 
bouquet  of  flowers  after  she  had  beeijj 
encored  several  times  when  she  sang 
"Sing.  Smile,  Slumber."  The  enter! 
tainment  started  by  a  short  ad'dre9| 
by  Edward  G.  Baptist,  president  |f 
the  society,  who  told  of  the  purpose 
of    the    society. 

Judge-  Sullivan  arrived  at  the  meet- 
ing late,  having  been  detained.  He 
spoke  of  the  "sixth  sense"  possessed 
by  the  blind.  He  said  the  reason  the 
blind  had  this  sixth  sense,  which  en- 
abled them  to  do  those  thingtsi  which 
others  who  could  .see  could  do  was 
because  they  cultivated  this  sixth 
sense,  and  their  possession  of  it  was 
due  entirely  to  their  own  efforts.  "We 
could  do  the  same  if  we  would.,"  he 
isiaid.      In    conclusion    the   speaker  said 


that  when  he  left  the  platform  he 
would  do  so  feeling'  that  he  was  the. 
only  nerson  on  the  program  who  was 
really   'blind. 

Those  who  are  numbered  anions 
the  honorary  memibers  of  the  society 
are  Gov.  Woodrow  Wibon,  Secretary 
to  tlie  Governor  Joseph  Tumulty,  Re- 
corder Hugh  H.  Mara  of  Bayonne, 
Water  Register  Charles  K.  Hart,  D. 
P.  Byrnes,  ex-Register  James  C. 
Clark,  Assemblyman  Oharlea  E.  6. 
Simpson,  Dennis  J.  O'Brien  and 
'Matthew   Naughton. 

Credit  for  the  tremendous  success 
of  the  affair  last  night  is  given  Ru- 
dolph Dieffenbach  and.  Charles  H. 
Mmm' o,y  of  the  society,  who  have 
been  mentioned  for  positions  on  the 
proposed  enlarged  committee  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  conditions  of  the 
blind. 

The  officers  of  the  society  are:; 
Edward  G.  Baptist,  president;  Chas, 
I-I.  Mumby,  vice-president;  Louis  P. 
Schuermann,  secretary;  Charles  <W. 
'Hanson,  '  treasurer;  Charles  Dieffen 
bach.  Charles  H.  Mumby  and 
%.    Hoole,    trust 
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AUDIENCE 
ENJOYS  PROGRAM 
GIVEN  BY  BLIND 


Successful  Affair   Held   Last 

Night  Under  Auspices  of 

Blind  Men's  Society. 


JUDGE  SULLIVAN  GIVES 
AN  INTERESTING  ORATION 


With  a  delightful  entertainment  of 
high  grade  and  unusual  excellent 
features,  given  last  evening  in  the  as- 
sembly hall  of  the  People's  Palace,  at 
Bergen  avenue  and  Forrest  street,  Jer- 
sey City  Heights,  by  the  blind,  for  the 
benefit  of  the  blind  and  under  the 
auspices  of  an  incorporated  organiza- 
tion of  the  blind,  the  New  Jersey  Pro- 
gressive Blind  Men's  Society  received 
a  merited  and  flattering  introduction 
to  the  general  public. 

•So  successful  in  every  particular  was 
the  affair  that  the  members  of  the  as- 
sociation, which  was  formed  on  Thurs- 
day evening,  June  30,  of  last  year,  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  the  general 
interests  of  those  affiliating  with  itj 
and  for  the  social,  economic  and  intel- 
lectual advancement  of  their  afflicted 
fellows,  are  considering  the  proposition 
to  hold  a  similiar  function  in  the  same 
rendezvous  on  some  evening  within  the 
near  future. 

An  enjoyable  feature  of  the  occasion 
was  a  reception  and  dance,  for  the  di- 
version of  which  most  of  the  large  audi- 
ence of  fashionably  garbed  folk  re- 
mained. [Many' blind  persons  of  both 
sexes,  including  several  of  the  talented 
participants  in  the  entertainment,  in- 
dulged in  this  additional  factor  for 
recreation,  music  for  which  was  dis- 
coursed by  an  orchestra  of  blind  instru- 
mentalists. 

With  the  exception  of  one  of  two 
numbers,  the  well  balanced  program 
was  furnished  by  blind  persons.  The. 
first  half  was  opened  by  Edward  G. 
Baptist,  of  Jersey  City,  the  principal 
sponsor  for  and  president  of  the  New 
Jersey  Progressive  Blind  Men's  So- 
ciety, who  delivered  a  brief  address  of 
welcome,  during  which  he  comprehen- 
sively stated  the  reasons  for  the  exist- 
ence of  the  organization  and  the 
progress  the  members  hope  to  achieve 
for   their  clas  of   people. 

Then  Louis  P.  Scheurmann,  of  Jer- 
sey City,  the  secretary  of  the  associa- 
tion, evidenced  his  talent  as  a  pianist 
with  brilliant  interpretations  of  Abbe 
Franz  Liszt's  "Eleventh  Rhapsody" 
and  Frederick  Chopin's  "Nocturne," 
from  Op.  S2,  No.  1,  winning  enthusi- 
astic applause  from  the  gathering  of 
musi  clovers. 

Accompanied  by  William  B.  Scott, 
of  Irvington,  Essex  County,  also  a 
member  of  the  organization,  who  subse- 
quently played  Chopin's  "Scherzo,  No. 
2,"  as  a  piano  solo.  Miss  Marguerite 
N.  Holden  sang  the  aria  "Wth  Verdure 
Clad,"  from  Franz  Joseph  Haydn's 
"Creation."  Miss  Hold€h  later  showed 
the    possibilities    of    her    fine    soprano 


voice  by  singing  Walton's  "Carmena 
Waltz,"  and  Gounod's  composition, 
"Sing,  Smile.  Slumber,"  having  for 
the  latter  selection  a  violin  obligate  by 
Signor  Arturo  Nutini. 

With  L.  Carroll  Beckel  accompany- 
ing him  on  the  piano,  Signor  Arturo 
Nutini  executed  as  a  violin  solo  the 
"Ballade  and  Polonaise"  composition 
by  Henri  Vieuxtemps.  He  also  played 
the  "Fantasie  de  Concert"  (Carmen), 
by  Sarasate. 

Some  original  humorous  selections 
recited  by  Rudolph  Hutchinson  excited 
the  laughter  of  his  auditors,  and  he 
again  tickled  their  risibilities  with  his 
clever  impersonation  of  "The  Pro- 
fessor Bobby  McGraw,"  the  act  includ- 
ing jokes,  conundrums,  snatches  of 
songs  and  an  illustration  of  his  profi- 
ciency in  the  art  of  ventriloquism. 

Two  baritone  solos,  "O,  Thou  Su- 
blime Sweet  Evening  Star,"  from  Rich- 
ard Wagner's  opera  of  "Tannhauser," 
and  "Star  of  My  Dreams,  Shine  On," 
a  song  by  A.  Richards,  were  splendidly 
rendered  by  Louis  Schnepel  at  the  con- 
clusion of  part  one,  and  the  program 
was  completed  with  two  other  solos 
sung  by  him,  Reginald  De  Koven's  "In- 
dian Love  Song"  and  Tosti's  "Good- 
Bye." 

An  interesting  address  on  the  sub- 
ject, "The  Seeing  Blind,"  was  delivered 
bv  Hon.  Mark  A.  Sullivan,  judge  of  the 
New  Jersey  Court  of  Errors  and  Ap- 
peals. 

Announcement  was  made  that  the 
association  had  chosen  as  honorary 
members  Governor  Woodrow  Wilson, 
former  Assemblyman  Joseph  P.  Tum- 
ulty, former  County  Register  of  Deeds 
James  O.  Clarke,  Assemblyman  Charles 
E.  S.  Simpson,  Water  Register  Charles 
K.  Hart  of  Jersey  City,  Police  Court 
Recorder  Hugh  H,  Mara  of  Bayonne. 
Counselor  Daniel  P.  Byrnes  and  Messrs. 
Dennis  J.  O'Brien  and  Matthew  Naugh- 
ton  of  Jersey  City. 

The  New  Jersey  Progressive  Blind 
Men's  Society  holds  regular  meetings 
on  the  third  Thursday  evening  of  each 
month  in  quarters  in  the  Jersey  City 
Free    Public    Library.  The    present 

corps  of  officers  for  the  ten-months'- 
old  organization  comprises  Edward  G. 
Baptist,  president;  Charles  H.  Mumby, 
of  Bayonne,  vice-president;  Louis  B. 
Schuermann,  secretary;  Charles  W. 
Hanson,  treasurer,  and  Messrs.  Charles 
R.  Dieffenbach  Charles  H.  Mumby 
and  Adam  Z.  Hoole,  board  of  trustees. 
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WILSON  WILL 

APPOINTjBIJJBff)  MAN 

One  of  the  things  that  Gov.  Wilson 
will  do  when  he  returns  from  his 
Western  tour  at  the  end  of  May  will 
be  to  appoint^a_Myjiiip«fWCn  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Wfn'rnissjon  authorized  by 
the  act  of  10€9  to  suggest  plans  for 
ameliorating  the  condition  of  the  blind. 
The  appointment  of  a  blind  person  is 
provided  for  under  a  bill  passed  at  the, 
instance  of  Assemblyman  Walsh  of 
Trenton? 

The  members  of  the  commission  ser 
without  salary. 
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SOG I ETY  IMS 
VERNOR  WltSIH 


Hold  Special  Meeting  to  Ex- 
press Appreciation  of  the 
Diefenlxach  Appointment. 


ORGANIZATION  HAS 

MADE  FINE  PROGRESS 


A  special  meeting  of  tint  i'i'"'!11:1  Ti.sr- 
seyHjjji€t~M-eii;s  .Society  was  held  last 
.--weSkat  its  regular  meeting  place  in 
the  Jersey  City  Library  to  express  the 
appreciation  of  the  society  to  Governor 
Woodrow  Wilson  for  the  courtesy  he- 
stowed  upon  it  by  him  in  appointing  its 
treasurer,  Charles1  Rudolph  Diefenbach, 
to  the  State  Commission  for  the  Ameli- 
oration of  Conditions  Among  New  Jer- 
sey Blind,  and  to-  devise  ways  and 
means  to  assist  Mr.  Dieffenbach  in  his 
work  of  administering  to  the  needs  of 
the  blind. 

The  N.  J.  P.  B.  M.  S.  feels  extremely 
-gratified  at  the  appointment  of  Mr. 
1  Dieffenbach  and  they  consider  it  a  pro- 
gresive  step  in  the  great  work  of  ameli- 
oration to  which  they  have  consecrat- 
ed themselves.  The  New  Jersey  Pro- 
gressive Blind  Men's  .Society  is  an  out- 
growth of  a  movement  inaugurated  in, 
;  November,  ,1907,  by  a  committee  of 
three  blind'  men  in  foe  half  of  those  af- 
flicted like  themselves  throughout  the 
State.  The  present  permanent  State 
commission  to  which  Mr.  Dieffenbach 
|hsa  been  appointed  is  a  direct  result  op 
that  movement. 


PROUD  OF  RECORD. 

The  N.  J.  B.  M.  8.  was  organized  by 
Edward  G.  Baptist,  chairman  of  the 
original  committee,  June  30,  1010,  and 
its  achievements  since  that  date  ha\  ; 
attracted  no  little  attention.  In  xa 
first  year  of  its  existence  it  has  made 
a  record  of  which  it  can  be  proud  and 
which  promises  well  for  the  future  of 
the  New  Jersey  blind.  It  drafted 
and  in  September  adopted  its  consti- 
tution and  by-laws,  became  incorpor' 
ated  in  October  and  secured  a  perman- 
ent and  desirable  meeting  place  in  the 
Jersey  City  Free  Public  Library  in  De- 
cember. 

In  March  of  this  year  it  was  chiefly 
instrumental  in  securing  the  passage 
of  a  bill  enlarging  the  State  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind  from  three  to  five 
members,  one  at  least  to  be  a  blind  per- 
son; and  has  been  successful  in  its  ef- 
forts to  have  one  of  its  members  ap- 
pointed.  On  April  2  othe  society  gave 
a  concert  at  the  People's  Palace,  Jer- 
sey City,  which  both  astonished  ana 
delighted  the  large  and  refined  audi- 
ence which  filled  the  palace  on  that  oc- 
casion. 

The  proficiency  of  the  talent,  whicn 
wras  exclusively  of  the  blind,  was  mar- 
veled at  and  the  program  wras  pro- 
nounced to  be  the  best.  In  the  twelve 
months  it  doubled  its  membership  and 
has  $264.81  in  the  treasury  and  no  Li 
abilities. 

OBJECTS  OF  SOCIETY. 

To  make  more  explicit  the  functio 
of  the  society  it  may  be  advisable  to 
quote  the  object  clause  in  its  consti- 
tution, which  reads  as  follows:  "The 
purpose  of  this  society  is  to  promote 
the  general  interests  of  its  members 
and  for  the  advancement  of  their  class 
economically,  socially  and  intellectual-j 
ly."  All  blind  men  of  moral  char- 
acter who  are  citizens  of  New  Jersey 
are  eligible  to  membership.  The  follow- 
ing are  its  officers:  Edward  G.  Bap- 
tist, president;  Charles  H.  Mumby. 
vice-president;  Louis  P.  Shuermas.  sec- 
dent:  Charles  R.  Diefenbach,  treasur- 
dent:  Charles  R.  iDefenbach.  treasur- 
er. The  society  meets  on  the  third 
Thursday  of  each  month  at  8  p.  m. 
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PUBLICATION  OFFICE 


A  delegation  of  fifteen  blind  men, 
members  of  the  New  Jersey  Blind 
Men's  Association,  of  J^ftsfy^  City, 
made  a  visit  to  New  York  last  night 
and  called  on  the  publication  office  of 
The  Magazine  for  the  Blind.,  on  West 
Fifty-fourth  street.  The  delegation 
was  in  charge  of  Edward  G.  Baptist, 
president  of  the  association,  and  on 
theiP  arrival  at  the  office  of  the  maga- 
zine were  received  by  Business  Man- 
ager Walter  G.  Holmes,  who  m£de  a 
brief  address,  to  which  President  Bap- 
tist responded,  in  which  he  spoke  of 
the  great  amount  of  good  accomplished 
by  the  magazine  in  that  it  brought  the 
blind  closer  to  each  other.  After  be- 
ing conducted  about  the  plant  and  en- 
joying some  refreshments,  the  visitors 
returned  to  Jersey  City. 
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&QRE  TEACHERS  FOR  BLIND 

Plans  for  extending  the  system  of  home- 
teaching  of  the  blind  were  made  at  a 
meeting  of  the  State  Commission  to 
Ameliorate  the  Condition  of  the  Blind, 
held  at  the  Social  Service  building,  13 
Central   avenue,  this  morning. 

It  was  explained  that  owing  to  the  in- 
creased appropriation,  which,  beginning 
with  November  1,  will  be  $7,500  more 
teachers  could  be  employed  and  three  ad- 
jditions  to  the  force  were  decided  upon,  one 
for  the  southern  section  of  the  State  and 
two  for  the  northern  section.  Satisfaction 
was  expressed  by  the  commissioners  as  to 
the  development  of  the  industrial  educa- 
tion of-^the  adult  blind,  and  the  hope  was 
expressed  that  it  would  be  further  ex- 
tended. 

P.  H.  Dieffenbach,  of  Jersey  City,  re- 
cently appointed  a  member  of  the  commis- 
sion, was  present  at  the  meeting,  as  were 
he  other  three  members,  the  president, 
Tlysses  B.  Brewster;  Miss  Ellen  Mecum, 
*f  Salem,  and  William  Fellowes  Morgan 
>f  Short  Hills. 
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PUUS  WORK  FOR 

TIEimi  SIXTY 

BLIMO  PERS 


Miss  O'Neal,  Also  Blind,  Has  Ambi- 
tious Project  Under  Way— Tells 
of  Her   Ideas. 


judge  rellstjlb 

GIVES  ASSISTANCE 


Makes     Cash     Contribution     and     Will 

Preside     at     Public     Meeting    Where 

Blind      Musician      Will      Entertain 

People    to     Whom     Miss     O'Neal 

Win  Appeal   for  Further  Aid — 

She    Wants    to    Buy    Looms. 

In  the  hands  of  one  frail  little  wo- 
man, blind  now  but  not  born  that  way, 
rests  today,  to  a  certain  extent,  the 
future  of  many  of  the  sixty  or  more 
blind  persons  in  this  city  and  vicinity. 

This  little  woman  is  Miss  Alice  C. 
L.  O'Neal.  She  is  one  of  the  brightest 
women  the  Times  representative  has 
ever  had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  and 
conversing  with.  Enthusiastic  in  her 
talk  of  the  great  future  before  the 
blind  if  they  will  only  try  to  aid  them- 
selves, and  at  the  same  time  working 
as  hard  as  her  strength  will  permit 
to.  bring  this  about,  she  is  doing  a 
great  work  for  those  afflicted  as  she  is. 

Miss  -O'Neal  only  recently  came  to 
Trenton,  though  she  spent  some  time 
here  several  years  ago.  She  is  now 
located   at    383    South    Warren    Street, 


in  a  room  high  above  the  dust  and 
turmoil  of  the  thoroughfare  and  where 
sunshine  streams  in  from  two  large 
windows — a  sunshine  which  she  can- 
not see  but  which  typifies  that  which 
she  is  endeavoring  to  bring  into  the 
lives  of  others. 

DOESN'T  LACK  AMBITION. 
Many  have  the  idea  that  blind  people 
are  better  satisfied  to  sit  down  with 
hands  folded  and  wait  for  the  help  of 
others  without  trying  to  do  for  them- 
selves. This  may  be  true  in  some 
cases,  but  it  is  not  true  in  the  case  of 
Miss  O'Neal.  Self  supporting  herself, 
her  idea  in  coming  to  Trenton  has  been 
to  establish  a  workshop  for  the  blind 
of  this  city  and  vicinity— a  place  where 
they  can  go  and  earn  for  themselves, 
and  at  the  same  time  have,  their  minds 
taken  from  their  affliction  and  inter- 
ested   along    some    other    lines. 

Though  this  idea  of  starting  a  shop 
for  the  blind  is  new  to  Trenton,  it  is 
not  new  elsewhere.  Shops  have  been 
established  in  many  cities  in  other 
states  and  have  been  the  means  of 
brightening  the  lives  of  many  unfor- 
tunates. New  Jersey  itself  .  has  no 
workshops  for  the  blind  within  its 
bounds,  but  many  of  tne  blind  of  both 
k  and  Jersey  City  are  self  sup- 
ig,  an*  the  Blind  Man's  Club  of 
JeV&y  City  *ia.s  a  reputation  outside  of 
this  <fetate. 

Miss  O'Neal's  idea  is  to  secure  a 
room  in  a  fairly  central  location,  equip 
it  with  looms,  etc.,  for  the  weaving 
of  rag  carpet  and  rugs  and  for  a 
broom-making  plant.  These  are  the 
ieasiest  trades  the  blind  can  be  taught. 
Other  work  could  also  be  done  here. 
Already  Miss  O'Neal  has  started  a 
subscription  fund  to  secure  these 
looms,  and  the  first  Trenton  con- 
tributor was  United  States  Court 
Judge  Rellstab,  who  gave  her  $25  for 
this  purpose.  Mrs.  C.  W.  Camp  of 
Mew  York  has  also  promised  to  con- 
iribute  to  the  cause  here  and  numer- 
)us  other  promises  have  £een  made. 
Is  soon  as  sufficient  money  is  se- 
cured the  looms  will  be  bought.  Any- 
one desirous  to  contribute  can  do  so 
through*    Miss    O'Neal. 

Miss  O'Neal  is  now  planning  to  hold 

i    public    meeting    some    time    in    No-  j 

rember,  _at_which    the    object    of    the  , 

shop    will    be    made    plain    to    Trenton 

people    by    various     speakers.       Judge 

Rellstab    has    promised    to    preside    at 

this  meeting  and  other  prominent  men 

I  will    be    asked    to      make     addresses. 

j  Signor   Arturo    NutinI,    concert   violin- 

list  and  pianist  of  Newark,  also   blind, 

will    furnish    a    musical     program    at 

this    meeting. 


In  conversation,  Miss  O'Neal  laid 
particular  stress  on  the  fact  that  her 
work  will  not  interfere  with  the  work 
being  done  by  the  State  Commission 
for    the    Blind. 

"My  idea  is  not  to  care  for  the  in- 
digent blind,  but  to  teach  the  blind 
to  be  self-supporting  by  putting  them 
on  a  more  independent  basis.  In  this 
we  can  help  the  Commission  and  the 
Commission  can  help  us,"  said  Miss 
O'Neal. 

"The  opening  of  shops  for  the  blind 
would  be  an  economy  to  the  state," 
said  she,  "because  the  blind  must  be 
cared  for  somehow,  and  if  they  will 
care  for  themselves,  at  least  to  a  cer- 
tain extent,  this  will  be  economy  for 
the   state. 

"The  blind  need  to  work,  for  if  they 
are  idle  it  amonuts  to  double  blind- 
ness," said  Miss  O'Neal,  "giving  them 
time   to   brood  over   their   affliction." 

She  then  cited  instances  of  Tren- 
ton blind  whom  she  had  called  on  in 
regard  to  the  shop  movement.  One 
man,  who  was  formerly  a  longshore- 
man and  lost  his  sight  after  reaching 
manhood,  was  approached  bjr  her  on 
the  subject-  At  first  he  said  it  was 
no  use,  for  he  could  be  taught  to  do 
nothing,  but  after  an  hour's  conver- 
sation with  Miss  O'Neal,  he  agreed 
to  come  to  the  shop,  if  it  was 
opened,  and  try  to  learn  rug  weaving. 
Another  woman  visited  by  Miss 
O'Neal  had  not  been  outside  of  her 
home  for  about  twenty  years,  but  at 
once  became  interested  in  the  shop 
movement  and  will  co-operate.  Many, 
similar   instances   can  be  related. 

MISS  O'NEAL'S  WORK. 

In  answer  to  a  question  Miss  O'Neal 
stated  that  there  is  apparently  more 
blindness  in  adults  today  and  less  in 
children  than  20  years  ago.  This,  in 
her  opinion,  makes  it  more  important 
that  the  blind  be  taught  to  do  for 
themselves.  Miss  O'Neal  herself  is 
a  living  example  of  what  the  blind  can 
do.  Besides  devoting  much  of  her 
time  to  aiding  others  she  transcribes 
music  into  the  raised  alphabet  for  the 
use  of  blind  teachers  and  musicians. 
In  this  work  she  is  assisted  by  Miss 
Helen  Smith,  who  reads  music  to  her. 
Miss  O'Neal  also  does  much  typewriting 
and  is  the  owner  of  three  machines. 
One  will  write  for  both  blind  and  per- 
sons with  sight,  the  others  for  the  blind 
alone. 

Miss  O'Neal  is  a  graduate  of  the 
New  York  City  School  for  the  Blind 
and  is  a  musician  of  both  talent  and 
knowledge.  She  is  a  pianist  of  pro- 
ficiency and  talented  in  many  other 
ways.  In  conversation  she  cited  many 
positions  which  the  blind  might  fill, 
namely,  jurors,  tax  collectors  and( 
clerical  work.  Jp 
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MOVE  FOR  SHOP  FOR 
BLI1?R5MSS!NG 


Room  on  Hamilton  Avenue  Can 

Be  Secured   at  Reasonable 

Rent — Machinery  Offered 

The  movement  to  secure  the  work- 
shop for  the  blind  in  the  city  of  Tren- 
ton is  being  received  with  favor,  and 
Miss  Alice  C.  L.  O'Neal  of  383  South 
Warren  Street,  who  is  at  the  head  of 
the  enterprise,  is  being  given  evidence 
of  the  interest  in  the  project  by 
Trenton  people.  Miss  O'Neal  will  be 
glad  to  receive  donations  for  the 
cause,  large  or  small,  and  will  see  that 
they    are    used   to    advantage. 

This  week  she  has  had  offered  her  a 
modern  loom  for  $90,  a  broom-making 
machinery  outfit  for  $90  and  has  found 
a  vacant  store  with  heat  supplied  for 
$12  a  month  at  151  Hamilton  Avenue. 
This  is  out  of  the  down -town  busy 
section,  where  it  would  be  dangerous 
for  the  blind  to  attempt  to  gather 
for  work,  but  still  conveniently  lo- 
cated   for  the   majority  of  Trenton. 

To  enable  Miss  O'Neal  to  go  "ahead 
and  secure  the  room  and  machinery 
donations  are  necessary.  Miss  O'Neal 
says  that  the  shop  itself  will  soon 
prove  '  self-supporting,  besides  en- 
abling the  blind  of  the  city  to  earn 
a  living,  but  something  must  be  at 
hand   with   which   to   start  the  shop. 
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MAYOR  INTERESTED 

IN  AIDING  BLIND 


-  ■  -•• 

Mayor  Frederick  W.  Donnelly,  in  re- 
sponse to  a  letter  from  Francis  H. 
Braislin  of  Crosswicks,  has  expressed 
himself  as  interested  in  the  .move  to 
secure  for  Trenton  a  workshop  for  the 
blind.  Mayor  Donnelly's  letter  to  Mr. 
Braislin  follows: 
City  of  Trenton.  Department  of  Public 

Affairs,  October  2.   1911. 
Mr.   Francis   H.   Braislin, 
Crosswicks,  N,  J.: 

Dear  Sir — Tour  letter  of  September 
22  received  and  read  with  much  pleas- 
ure. I  have  always  had  a  tender  feel- 
ing- towarft  the  persons  whom  the  Su- 
preme Being  has  ordained  shall  go 
through  life,  struggling  for  an  exist- 
ence with  their  more  fortunate  breth- 
ren, handicapped  by  reason  of  their  in- 
ability to   see. 

You  can  rest  assured  that  any  pro- 
ject that  may  be  instituted  for  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  blind  members  of 
our  city  will  have  my  best  wishes  and 
hearty  support.       I  remain, 

Vers-   tiulv  yours, 

FREDER  .  K  W.  DONNELLY, 
Mayor. 
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MEETING  IN  INTEREST 

OF  BLIND  WORKSHOP 


A  large  audience  gathered  at  the 
High  School  last  night  to  hear  Signor 
Nutini,  the  blind  violinist,  and  to  learn 
of  the  plans  for  the  establishment  of  a 
workshop  for  the  blind  in  this  city. 
Among  the  speakers  were  Judge  Ren- 
stab,  Mayor  Donnelly,  Rabbi  Michael- 
son  and  the  Rev.  Robert  W.  Trenbath, 
who  expressed  themselves  as  being  in 
sympathy  with  the  movement.  It  is 
expected   to   establish    the   shop. 
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N.  Y.  AND  N.  J. 
BUND  MEN  MEET 

A  delegation  of  about  a  dozen  mem- 
bers of  the  New  Jersey  Progressive 
Blind  Men's  Society,  Inc.,  journeyed 
tQ  118  lElast  Fifty-ninth  Street,  New 
York  City,  the  headquarters  of  tfte 
New  York  Association  .fior  the  Blind, 
last  night  in  acceptance  of  an  invita- 
tion extended  them  by  the  Blind 
Men's  Self  Improvement  Club  of  New 
York,  which  has  its  regular  meeting 
place    at    the    association    building. 

President  Wm.  H.  Patrick  opened 
the  evening's  program  with  a  brief 
talk  on  the  blind  and  .an  address  of 
welcome.  Edward  G.  Baptist,  presi- 
dent of  the  New  Jersey  society,  re- 
sponded with  a  short  address  on  t&e 
need  and  advisability  for  organization 
among  the  blind-,  concluding  with  an 
expression  of  appreciation  for  'the 
courtesy  extended  them  by  the  New 
York  Club.  Another  address  was  de- 
livered by  Wm.G.  Goss,  secretary  of 
the  New  York  organization,  on  the 
need  of  the  blind  keeping  abreast  of 
the  time,  which  was.. responded-  to  by 
Mr.  Charles  R.  Diefenbach,  treasurer 
pi  the  New  Jersey  society,  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  New  Jersey  State  Commis- 
sion for  the  Blind.  An  enjoyable  mus- 
ical porgram  was  then  furnished  by 
the  New\Yorkers,  after  which  refresh- 
ments were  served.  The  New  Jersey 
delegation  started  for  home  '  about 
midnight  much  pleased  with  the  even- 
ing's  entertainment. 
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SOCIETY  FOR  BLIND  TO 

USE  FEDERATION  ROOMS 


Application  was  made  to  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Inter- Church  Federation  at 
their  last  meeting-  for  the  use  of  their 
rooms  once  a  month  for  the  use  of  a 
newly-organized  society  for  the  im- 
provement of  the  blind.  The  Council; 
were  interested  in  this  new  movement  j 
and  took  favorable  action,  referring \ 
the  matter  to  the  executive  committee  \ 
for  the  §arrangement  of  the  details,: 
There  are  seventv.-|wo  jjlflnd,  neople  in 
the  city.  J 
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EETIiWTO  AID  BLIND 
ANNED^TJONIiGUlR 

Questions  affecting  the  blind  of  the 
|  State  and,  probably,  suggestions  for 
ameliorating  their  condition,  will  be  con- 
sidered at  a  public  meeting  at  which 
Governor  Wilson  will  speak  in  Mont- 
clair,  December  15. 

The    meeting    has    the     support   of    a  \ 
number  of  influential  citizens  who  have 
become  interested-in  making  known  the 
conditions  of  the  blind  in  this  State  and 
in  havings  something  done  for  them. 

It  is  insisted  by  those  behind  the 
'  movement  that  the  Commission  to 
j  Ameliorate  the  Condition  of  the  Blind 
'•  has  not  had  power  enough  or  money 
'  enough  to  do  what  otherwise  might 
have  been  done. 

The  further  assertion  is  made  by  those 
j  interested  in  the  subject  that  there 
should  be  enlarged  headquarters  for  the 
|  blind,  more  teachers,  and  at  least  two 
1  classrooms — one  for  men  and  one  fori 
women- -for  daily  instruction  in  the 
practical,   useful  arts. 

The  State,  it  is  declared,  must  take 
hold  of  the  matter  in  earnest.  Private 
philanthropy  was  tried  a  year  or  two 
ago,  and,  it  is  pointed  out,  failed.  At 
the  same  time,  it  is  also  maintained,  the 
State's  laws  for  the  prevention  of  blind- 
ness in  children,  neglected  at  birth,  must 
be   rigidly   enforced. 

The  problem  is  a  double  one:  how  to 
provide  for  the  blind  babies  and  children 
of  school  age  who  cannot  be  kept  at 
their  parents'  home  and  who  are  not 
sent  to  the  institutes  of  other  States, 
and,  second,  what  to  do  for  those  of  the 
1,500  or  2,000  blind  adults  who  are 
anxious  to  be  taught  and  who  desire  to 
do  something  to  maintain  themselves  as 
far    as    possible. 

No  one  knows  exactly  how  many 
blind  there  in  New  Jersey,  though  the 
act  of  1909  required  the  making  of  a 
registry.  This  work  is  still  going  on. 
Mis  estimated  that  the  number  is  some- 
where between  2,000  and  2,500,  of  whom 
200  to  250  are  children. 
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A*meetin*  will  be  held  on  December  1* 
in  Montolair,  at  whioh  the  condition  of 
the  blind  of  the  State  and  possible  aid  ia 
th«*i  hiliLUl1,  "will  be  considered.  The 
movement  toward  the  ameliorating  the 
helpless  conditio©  of  thehHafL-in  pour 
circumstances  has  ««Hrfa  considerable 
headway  in  this  town,  much  of  the  inter- 
est being  due  to  the  efforts  of  Mrs.  Saran 
Churchill,  who  has  lost  her  sight  within 
the  last  few  years,  and  who  is  making 
every  effort  to  aid  those  similarly  afflict- 
ed. It  Is  expected  that  Governor  Whs  on 
will  be  one  of  the  speakers. 
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Sale  for  Benefit  of  Blind. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  State  blind  a  sale 
will  be  held  at  Unity  Church,  Montclair,  I 
this  afternoon.  Clothing  and  other  ar- 
ticles made  by  blind  persons  will  be  of- 
fered for  purchase.  Miss  Lydia  Y.  Hayes, 
of  Park  street,  Montclair,  who  is  State 
supervisor  of  the  blind,  is  in  charge  of  I 
the    sale. 
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JltfJLP    r##    BLIND. 


New  Movement  to  Be  Started  To-morrow 
Evening  in  Montclair. 

A  new  movement  toward  helping  the 
blind  of  New  Jersey  will  be  started  to- 
morrow night  when  the  New  Jersey  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  will  hold  a  mass 
meeting  in  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Trinity  Place  and  Church  street,  Mont- 
clair. There  will  be  talks  on  the  local 
situation  and  the  needs  for  preventing 
blindness  and  for  the  care  of  the  blind. 

The  commission  will  advocate  the  keep- 
ing of  an  accurate  account  of  every  blind 
person  in  New  Jersev.  the  enforcement  of 
regulations  to  prevent  blindness,  the  pro- 
viding of  physical,  mental  and  industrial 
training  for  blind  persons  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  circulating  libraries  for  the 
blind.  The  commission  hopes  that  at  the 
meeting  an  association  will  be  organized 
to  help  the  State  authorities  in  their 
work. 

Miss  Winifred  Holt,  organizer  of  the 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind,  will 
tell  of  her  work.  Other  sDeakers  will  be 
H.  E.  Fosdick  and  E.  S.  Wiers  of  Mont- 
clair and  Gov.  Wilson,  who  will  talk  onf 
New  Jersey's  obligation  to  the  X  lind 
Mr.  Byers,  secretary  of  the  State  Char 
ties  Aid  Association,  will  preside. 
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GOV.  WILSON 


To    Speak    Here    To-mor^w    A    Week 
For  the  Blind. 

To-morrow  night  a  week,  on  the  15th 
inst.,  in  the  First  Baptist  Church, 
Gov.  Woodrow  Wilson  will  address  the 
citizens  of  Montclair  and  vicinity  on 
•New  Jersey's  obligation  to  the  Blind. 
This  will  be  a  rare  opportunity  to  hear 
Gov.  Wilson  on  a  subject  outside  of 
politics.  Mr.  Byers,  Sec'y-  of  the 
State  Charities  Aid  Associations,  is  to 
be  the  presiding  officer.  Miss  Winifred 
Holt  the  organizer  of  the  great  New 
York  Association  will  tell  of  her  re- 
markable work.  Miss  Holt  has  a  per- 
sonal knowledge  of  the  best  work  that 
has  been  done  in  the  world  for  the 
blind.  Rev.  H.  E.  Fosdick  and  Rev. 
E.  S.  Wiers  will  speak  briefly  on  the 
need  and  situation  in  New  Jersey. 

New  Jersey  must  line  up  with  the 
foremost  states  in  a  wise  and  just  pro- 
vision for  the  blind,  and  this  can  best ! 
be  done  by  .  an  enlightened  public 
opinion.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be! 
possible  to  form  an  association  to  aid 
the  State  Commission  in  its  work. 


Governor 

Woodrow   Wilson 


to  speak  in  the  interests  of  a 


New  Jersey  State  Association  For  The  Blind 


at  the 


First  Baptist  Church,  Montclair,  New  Jersey 

Corner  Church  Street  arid  Trinity  Place 


Miss  Winifred   Holt 

The  Organizer  of  the  Great  New  York  Association 

Will   Tell   Of  Her  Work 


Friday  Ev'g.  Dec.  15th 

At  Eight  O'clock 

Admission  ....        Free 


Montc-lnii  --wS^  Herald  Prir 


Governor 
Woodrow  Wilson  to  Speak 

In  The  Interest  of  a 

New    Jersey 
State    Association    For    The    Blind 

Friday    December   15th    1911 

At  Eight  O'clock  P.  M. 

At  the  First  Baptist  Church 

Corner  of  Church  Street  and  Trinity  Place 

Miss    Winifred    Holt,    Organizer   of   the   New 
York  Association,  will  tell  of  her  work 


Admission    Free 
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The  Subject  Before  the  Friday   Club  of 
Hightstown  Last  Week. 

The  Friday  Club  of  Hightstown  which 
was  organized  a  number  of  years  ago  for  a 
mutual  study  of  literary,  economic  and 
social  questions,  has  taken  a  front  rank 
among  the  many  organizations  of  that  kind 
in  our  neighborhood,  and  during  this  season 
they  have  considered  a  number  of  very  im- 
portant subjects  but  none  more  interesting 
than  "Work  for  the  Blind,"  the  topic  of 
last  Friday's  meeting  which  was  held  with 
Mrs.  Winters  in  the  Peddie  parlors.  They 
were  fortunate  in  securing  Miss  Annie  E. 
Ward,  a  teacher  of  the  blind  under  the  em- 
ploy of  the  State  Commission  for  the  amel- 
ioration of  the  condition  and  the  teaching 
of  the  blind.  Miss  Ward,  who  is  herself 
blind,  graduated  from  the  Overbrook  Poly- 
technic School  of  Philadelphia  and  of  Vassar 
college. 

The  afternoon  was  given  over  to  her.    She 
is  a  very  pleasant  talker    and  in  an  interest- 
ing manner  she  gave  an  account  of  her  work. 
She  with  another  teacher  have  charge  of  the 
southern  portion  of  the  state  and  it  is    their 
duty  to  visit  every  blind  person  whose  name 
is  found  upon  the  last    census  report,  and  of 
course  all  others  that  they  may  hear  of  dur- 
ing the  year.     A    child    that    is    born    blind 
cannot  be  taught,  but  it  is    more    important 
that  its  parents  should   be  instructed  in    the 
best  way  to  bring  up  the    child,    so   at   the 
proper  age  it  may    learn    more    easily,    and 
these  places  are  frequently  visited.     With  a 
child  born    blind    or    going    blind    in    early 
childhood  before    learning    the    preliminary 
rudiments  of  education,    or    the    three    R's, 
application  must  be  made  to  the  use    of    its! 
other    senses    together    with     kindergarten 
methods,  which  is    of    course    tedious    and! 
difficult.     But  one's    effort    is    fully    repaid 
when  you  have  accomplished    this  task,    she 
said.     All  blind  persons  learn  by  the  use    of 
their  other  senses  and  the    teacher  by    prac- 
tice can    tell    which    is    easiest    to    pursue. 
Some  pay  more  attention  to    hearing,    while 
>thers    depend    upon    smell  or    taste  as    the 
irst  test,  but  touch  seems  to  be  a  universal 
est  by  all. 
She  then  explained    the    several    different 
lethods    of    reading,    writing,    etc.       How 
nder      different      circumstances     different 
iethods    were    more    practical;    the    Point 
fstem  for  those    of  delicate  touch    and    the 
oon  system  for  older   people  whose    touch 
as   less    sensitive.     Miss    Ward    then    ex- 
ained    the  Industrial  or  practical   teaching 


'  which  blind  people  were  taught  numerous 

cupations  by  which    they    could    pass   the 

any  weary  hours  or  earn  a  livelihood.    She 

is    assisted  in    this  by  her  attendant,  Miss 

argaret    Malcolm.     Many    articles    which 

ire    made  by    the  blind    were    exhibited, 

long  which    were    baskets,    practical    and 

icy,  hammocks,  rugs,  made  on  handlooms, 

ving,  knitting  and  lace  making,  many    of 

ich  she  showed    the    interested    listeners 

n  to  produce :  and  in    conclusion    she    re- 

red  to  an  association  which  has  just  been 

anized  in  Trenton  with    14    members    for 

pumose  of  starting  a  work  shop  for   the 

id. 

adge  Rellstab,    who  is  greatly  interested, 

consented  to  act  as  treasurer.     It    is  the 

intion    of    this    association    to    furnish  a 

kshop    and    a    suitable    asylum    for    the 

d  in  the  city  where  they    can    manufac- 

!    different    articles,  and    also      furnish 

hinery  and   materials    for    the    blind    to 

k  at  their  homes.     They  will  adopt  prac- 

lly  the  system  now  in  operation  in    New 

k  city,  known  as  the    Light   House    sys- 

,  where  the  goods  are    manufactured  and 

ed  in  the  different  stores  throughout  the 

for    sale.     This    is    a    very    charitable 

•ciation  she  said,    and  there    are    now  65 

.d  people    in    Trenton    or    vicinity    who 

lid  be  very  thankful  of  a   helpful    means 

>ring  some    warmth    and    comfort   to  the 

rt  that   cannot    see    the    sunshine.     Any 

;  may  become    a  member   of   this    associ- 

Dn  by  the  annual  payment    of    a  sum    not 

3  than  $1.     At  the  conclusion  of  her    talk 

ocial  time  and  refreshments  were    en joy - 

i     The  next  meeting  of  the  Club    will    be 

Id  with  Mrs.  W.    T.    Smock,    South    Main, 

feet.    December  22nd,  which  will  be  sociaj 

nature,     the    subject,  "How    to    Scatt 
.iristmas  Cheer,"  taking  precedent. 
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CAMPAIGN  ON 
TO  AID  BLIND 


Mifemeit  Laonched  with  Or- 
ganization of  State  Associa- 
tion at  Montclair  ClnrcL 


WILSON'S    INDORSING     TALK 


To  act  with  the  State  Commission  for 
the  Blind  in  improving  the  condition  of 
the  sightless  through  education  and  as- 
sistance, the  New  Jersey  State  Association 
for  the  Blind  was  organized  at  a  meeting 
in  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Montclair, 
last  night.  Among  those  who  spoke  in 
favor  of  the  step  were  Governor  Wilson 
and  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  the  latter  secre- 
tary of  a  similar  association  in  New  York. 

The  organization  is  the  first  move  in  a 
campaign  in  New  Jersey  to  better  oppor- 
tunities for  the  blind.  According  to  the 
scheme,  local  branches  of  the  association 
will  be  formed  in  every  municipality.  Miss 
Holt  told  of  the  success  of  the  New  York 
association  in  aiding  sightless  persons  to 
earn  a  living.  She  reviewed  the  field  of 
operation  and  explained  how  a  volunteer 
association  could  supplement  and  assist 
the  State  commission. 

Application  blanks  for  membership  in 
the  association  were  distributed  after  the 
meeting.  The  session  was  attended  by 
more  than  600  persons.  Joseph  P.  Byers, 
secretary  of  the  State  Charity  Aid  and 
Prison  Reform  Association,  of  this  city, 
who  presided,  was  elected  president  of  the 
association  pro  tern.  The  other  officers 
chosen  are:  Secretary,  Mrs.  Robert  B. 
Steele,  and  treasurer,  Mrs.  Ellis  P.  Earle, 
both  of  Montclair. 

Letters  were  read  by  Mr.  Wiers,  thj 
chairman  of  the  initiative  commits 
which  called  the  meeting,  frOm  Hel< 
Keller  and  Florence  Hall  Howe,  indorsii 
the  plan  of  work  outlined  by  the  ass 
elation   and    congratulating   the   State    9 


the  step.  The  objects  of  the  association 
are  the  "prevention  of  blindness  and  the 
promotion  of  physical,  mental  and-jnoral 
welfare  of  the  blind  of  whatever  age  or 
degree." 

Governor's  Address. 

Governor  Wilson,  when  he  arose  to 
speak,  was  given  a  hearty  greeting. 
The  Governor  declared  that  he  had  come 
to  the  meeting  to  learn  of  the  cause  as 
well  as  to  speak.  He  expressed  approval 
of  the  plan  of  organizing  local  volunteer 
associations,  stating  that  by  that  means 
public  opinion  could  be  aroused  and  the 
people  educated  on  the  subject. 

"If  the  school  boards  did  not  provide 
education  for  your  children,"  said  Gov- 
ernor Wilson,  "similar  associations  would 
spring  up  and  see  to  it  that  they  were 
educated.  It  is  true  that  there  are  com- 
paratively few  blind  persons,  but  you  who 
are  interested  in  the  work  know  that 
there  are  enough  to  warrant  special  pro- 
vision for  them.  You  must  mold  public 
opinion — educate  your  local  boards  of  edu- 
cation." 

Continuing,  the  Executive  declared  that 
he  did  not  believe  it  to  be  the  business 
of  the  State  to  provide  schools  for  the 
blind,  but  rather  each  community  make 
individual  provision.  He  pointed  out  that 
in  the  school  system  the  State  does  not 
provide  the  education,  but  supervises  the 
municipal  boards  of  education.  He  went 
on: 

"I  believe  with  you,  that  it  is  a  duty 
to  provide  education  for  the  blind.  It  is 
impossible  for  a  State  commission  to  pro- 
vide adequate  education.  A  state  commis- 
sion can't  localize  itself  so  as  to  perform 
the  work  necessary.  That  is  the  reason 
why  volunteer  associations  are  a  suc- 
cess in  New  York  and  Massachusetts— 
because  they  can  reach  the  local  needs. 

"There  are  three  things  which  must  be 
borne  in  mind  to  get  results:  knowing 
what  program  should  be  carried  out  in 
the  education  for  the  good  of  the  blLid, 
bringing  the  public  to  enter  into  the  plan. 
and  carrying  on,  by  hook  or  by  crook  a 
systematic,  comprehensive  scheme  of  edu- 
cation on  the  work  that  is  being  done.  I 
am  told  that  there  is  no  cause  ia  which 
it  is  easier  to  interest  people  than  in 
the  matter  of  assisting  the  blind.  That 
should  mean  that  the  public  is  ready  to 
be  educated. 

State  Will  Respond. 

"When  once  public  opinion  is  arowsod, 
the  State  will  respond.  And  that  is  all 
the  State  should  be  asked  to  do— to  re- 
spond. That  is  all  the  State  should  ever 
do.  The  energy  of  the  nation  comes  from 
the  people,  not  from  the  government. 
The  government  is  merely  the  expression 
of  energy— the  energy  is  already  there. 
The  whole  principle  is  to  make  a  people 
who  cannot  be  imposed  on  by  their  gov- 
ernment. That,  to  my  mind,  is  a  defect 
of  strong  importance— the  people  must 
know,   think  and  study. 


"The  thing  to  do  is  not  to  start  with 
your  Governor,  but  to  start  with  yourself. 
Tell  your  Governor  what  he  should  do  and 
then  see  that  he  is  not  at  ease  until  he 
puts  in  his  message  and  has  done  every- 
thing in  his  official  power  to  induce  the 
legislature  to  take  action."  Jk 


STATE  CAMPAIGN  i 

FOR  IMPROVEMENT 

OF  THE  SIGHTLESS 


Gov,  Wilson  and  Miss  Holt  Ad 

dress  Meeting  at  Moniclair 

Last  Night, 


UBG£  CREATION  OF  A 

SPECIAL  COMMISSION 


iMoateiai*,  Beeemfrer  16\— A  State- 
wide campaign  for  ths  improvement  of 
pondtfions  among-  the  Wind  of  New  Jer- 

ln%  held  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ne** 
jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind  in 
the  First  Baptist  Church  of  Montciair." 
ine  principal  speakers  were  Governor 
Woodrow  Wilson  and  Miss  Winifred 
UQlt  of  New.  York,  wh«,  as  secretary 
of  the  New  York  Association  for  the 
mina,  has  achieved  wonderful  success 
Ja  aiding  blind  men  and  women  and 
Poys  and  girls  in  New  York  by  provid- 
ing work  for  them  and  teaching  them 
jow  to  earn  a  living  as  stenographers 
telegraphers,  basket  weavers,  potters 
broom-makers   and  mechanics. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  at  the  wel- 
fare exhibit  In  riainfield   not  long  ago 


particular  emphasis  was  laid  upon  the 
fact  that  In  this  State  practically 
nothing  was  bedng  done  to  aid  the 
blind,  Two  years  ago,  at  a  State 
charities  conference,  the  plan  was  sug- 
gested to  erect  an  institution  for  the 
segregation  of  the  blind,  in  New  Jer- 
sey and  at  this  meeting  Miss  Holt  ap- 
peared and  bitterly  denounced  the 
scheme  to  "wall  up'*  blind  men  and 
women.  Her  advice  was  taken  and 
With  the  appointment  of  a  commission 
and  the  formation  of  an  association, 
which  is  a  branch  of  the  New  York  as- 
sociation, the  prospect  is  that  New  Jer- 
sey will  soon  be  in  the  front  rank  of 
those  States  which  are  endeavoring  to 
benefit  those  within  their  borders  who 
have  been  deprived   of  sight. 

Miss  Holt,  in  refering  to  what  this 
State  might  do  for  the  blind,   said: 

MISS   HOLT'S   ADDRESS. 

"Newr  Jersey  has  shown  its  usual 
diplomatic  wisdom  in  refusing  the  sug- 
gestion w ']  ich  was  being  urged  when 
I  spoke  here  last  for  the  State  Charity 
Conference,  to  build  an  institution  ror 
blind  men  and   women. 

"The  apopint  merit  of-  a  commission 
and  an  association  is  in  accordance, 
as  you  know,  with  what  has  been  done 
successfully  before  to  help  the  blind.  In 
New  York  we  had  a  commission  con- 
sisting largely  of  officers  of  the  asso- 
ciation. The  association  did  the  work 
for  the  commission,  and  when  the.  worK 
was  done  of  tabulating  a  census,  the 
commission  went  out  of  existence.  In 
Massachusetts,  where  there  is  an  ideal 
commission,  it  co-operates  .most  success- 
fully, with  the  association  and  other 
agencies  for  the  blind,  in  many  in- 
stances helping'  them  to  do  their  work, 
or  lifting   their  burdens    from   them, 

"It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that 
New  Jersey  will  be  able  to  follow  its 
example  and  successful  results,  owing 
to  complete  sympathy  and  understand- 
ing between  the  commission  and  the 
association  and  all  activities  working 
jfor  the  same  ends.  As  secretary  of 
the  New  York  Association  for  the 
Blind,  I  shall  confine  my  talk,  to  the 
work;  that  could  be  properly  undertake^ 
by  an  association  or  a  commission.      .■; 

"This  century  is  a  century  of  pre* 
vention  and  emancipation.  We  no 
longer  wall  up  our  blind  and  accepi 
their  calamity  as  inevitable.  To-dayj 
we  stop  blindness,  teach  the  blind- to, 
free  themselves  and,  despite  theiii 
handicap,  to  find  light  through  work.  * 

"Associations  for  the  blind  whic^| 
search  for  the  blind,  educate,  emplo^r 
and  make  their  lives  interesting  with^ 
out  separating  them  from  their  home! 
ties,  .  are  among  the  most  up-to-dat  ' 
agencies  for  their  help.  The  first  thin 
for  an  association  for  a  light  house  fo 


e. 

I 


the  blind  to  do  is  to  find   the  blind,     1 

must    carefully,    l>y    persona!    visitatio 
make    a    detailed    census    of    the    blin 
far  and   near,  giving-  such   items  of  i; 
terest    as    the    age    of    the    hidi  vidua 
cause    of    blindness,    education,   earnin 
•jcapacity  and  details  of  the  family   hisj 
tory.    which    aid    physicians    in    makin 
deductions  as  to  the  cause  of  blindnes; 
Such    a  census   should    be   placed   with 
the   association    and    then    kept    up   to 
date    and    include    additional    informa- 
ti'On  received  from  time  to  time  about 
the    lighthouse    wards* 

"The  Mind  are  often  lost  entirely  or 
hidden:  sometimes  because  the  parents 
of  blind  children  are  ashamed  of  them, 
sometimes  because  the  blind  person  is 
hired  to  beg  and  to  procure  the  fjension 
to  be  given  to  somebody  ej«e.  I  had 
an  interesting  instance  of  this  myself. 
I  went  to  look  for  a  blind  girl  in  an 
East  Side  tenement;  at  her  address  I 
was  told  that  she  did  not  live  there, 
and  was  unknown;  I  remained  to  gos- 
sip with  the  people  living  at  her  ad- 
dress; and,  after  ingratiating  myself 
with  them,  a  door  was  unlocked  and  an 
emaciated  blind  girl  appeared.  She 
was  not  related  to  the  people  with( 
whom  she  was  living  and  was  kept  by! 
them  to  procure  the  pension  and  to 
•beg.  There  are  doubtless  many  blind 
children  and  adults  living  the  same1 
kind  of  lives  arid  it  is  only  by  great  per- 
serverance  that  we  can  find  the  lost 
blind. 

"The  basis  of  the  association's  work] 
should  be  a  campaign  to  stop  blindness,] 
warfare  against  infant  ophthalmia,  in- 
dustrial accidents  and  efforts  for  saner 
social  conditions,  better  care  of  the 
poor,  the  aged,  the  infirm  and  the  dis- 
sipated."' 


(\  e  w  c^-r  K  >  Yl 


.  ?     S.  yf-t  ru  i  v^  g'    5  C 


^tr. 


^ 


jJ-'  €--  c-  €-  "vw  b  e. 


~-r     Ib.'HlU 


STMTMBVEIIEIT 
FOR  AIDING  BLIND 


A  meeting  in  the  interests  of  the 
movement  toward  helping  'the  blind 
:  was  held  last  night  in  the  First  Bap- 
i  tist  Chur.ch,  Montclair,  under  the  aus- 
,  pices  of  the  New  Jersey  Association 
for  the  Blind.  Governor  Woodrow 
i  Wilson,  Miss  Winifred  Holt,  of  New 
York;  Rev.  Harry  E.  Fosdicfc  and  Rev. 
I  Edgar  S.  Wiers,  both  of  Montclair, 
|  spoke. 

Governor  Wilson,  whose  subject  was 
"New  Jersey's  Obligation  to  the  Blind," 
said  it  was  not  the  duty  of  the  State 
to  educate  the  blind.  He  favored 
localising  the  movement  and  have  the 
blind  looked  after  by  boards  of  educa- 
tion and  not  by  paid  emissaries  of  the 
State,  who,  he  claimed,  could  not  put 
the  needed  interest  into  the  work. 

The  task  of  educating  those  afflicted, 
he  said,  is  a  colossal  one  and  should 
be  started  carefully.  The  blind  peo- 
ple are  quick  to  learn,  he  said.  He 
advocated  campaigns  by  local  societies 
to  prevail  upon*  trie  boards  of  educa- 
tion to  take  up  the  movement,  and  he 
predicted  greater  success  by  thlz  plan 
than  by  the,  other. 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  blind 
should  lie  looked  after  by  local  boards 
of  education,  and  not  by  paid  emis- 
saries of  the  State,  who,  he  claimed, 
could  not  possibly  put  the  needed  in- 
terest into  the  work. 

"Let  the  work  be  done  by  volun- 
teers who  have  the  good  of  the  cause 
at  heart,"  he  said,  "and  there  will  be 
some  results.  Those  who  enter  the 
work  through  love  of  it,  and  with  a 
sincere  desire  to  do  good,  can  accom- 
plish much."  Wflm 

Miss  Winifred  Holt,  who  organized 
the  New  York  branch  of  the  national 
association  for  the  blind,  gave  an.^flh- 
teresting  outline  of  the  work  which  has 
been  accomplished  in  New  York  in  the 


last  five  yea  .  The  Rev.  Harry  E. 
Fosdick  and  the  Rev.  Edgar  S.  Wiers, 
both  of  Montclair,  delivered  short  talks 
on  the  subject. 

The  organizing  committee  of  the 
Montclair  branch  of  the  State  associa- 
tion consists  of  the  Rev.  Edgar  S. 
Wiers,  chairman;  Mrs.  Robert  M. 
Steele,  secretary;  Mrs.  Alice  P.  Earle, 
treasurer;  Miss  Lydia  Y.  Hayes,  the  I 
Rev.  H.  E.  Fosdick,  Mrs.  Sarah  X, 
Churchill,  Mrs.  Robert  H.  Dodd 
Miss  Helen  Earle. 
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e  Blind  Association  Formed. 

&  New  Jersey  State  Association 
for  the  Blind  was  initiated  at  a  meet-  i 
ing  last  night  in  the  First  Baptist  ■ 
church,  which  was  addressed  by  Gov- 1 
ernor  Woodrow  Wilson,  and  at  which 
a  letter  from  Helen  Keller,  in  encour- 1 
agement  of  the  new  movement,  was  J 
read. 

The  object  of  the  association  is  the  I 
prevention  of    blindness   and  the  pro-  ( 
motion  of  physical,  mental  and  moral 
welfare  of  the  blind  of  whatever  age  or 
degree. 

The    officers     of     the     organization 
elected  last  night  are:   President  pro 
tern,  Joseph  P.  Byers,  secretary  of  the  | 
New    Jersey      State      Charities     Aid 
Association,  who  was  chairman  of  the 
meeting;  secretary*    Mrs.    Robert  B.  ! 
Steele;  treasurer,  Mrs.  Ellis  P.   Earle; 
executive  committee,   Rev.   Edgar  S.  | 
Wiers,  Rev.  Harry  Emereon  Fosdick,  j 
Mrs.  Sarah  Churchill,   Miss  Lydia  Y.  i 
Hayes,  Miss  Helen.  Earle,  Mrs.  Robert  I 
Hoe  Dodd,   of   Montclair,    and  A.   W. 
McDougall,  of  Newark. 

Others  who   spoke   at  the  meeting, 


Winifred  Holt,  organizer  of  the  New 
York  Association  for  the  Blind,  and 
Rev.  Harry  Emerson  Fosdick  and 
Rev.  Edgar  S.  Wiers. 
£  Governor  Wilson  assured  the  organ- 
izers of  the  association  that  he  was 
heartily  in  sympathy  with  the  move- 


ment,  and  he  would  do  all  in  his  power 
in  his  official  capacity  to  further  their 
work. 

A  Irtte"  was  also  read  from  Mrs. 
Florence  Howe  Hall,  daughter  of  Dr. 
Samuel  Howe,  Founder  of  Perkins  In- 
stitute, in  which  she  extended  con- 
gratulations on  the  organization  of  the 
association  and  enrolled  herself  as  a 
member. 
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LOCAL  ACTION  FAVOBEB"'* 
N^  FOR  BUNrBY  WILSON 

sjT  (By   Telegraph   to  the   Journal.)  j 

Montclair,  Dec.  16. — Speaking  in  fa- 
vor of  localizing  the  movement  for  the 
education    of    the    blind    in    New    Jersey 

and   stating    Mm  Ml"    !'i  '  m\k Un^'lnl  j    of 

the  State  to  attend  to  this,  Governor 
Woodrow  Wilson  last  night  addressed  a 
meeting  under  the  auspices  of  the  New 
Jersey  Association  for  the  Blind,  held  at 
the  First  Baptist  Church  here. 

The  subject  of  the  Governor's  speech 
was  "New  Jersey's  Obligation  to  the 
Blind"  and  he  dealt  with  the  subject 
carefully  and  viewed  it  from  every  an- 
gle. 

Governor  Wilson  stated  that  the  task 
of  educating  the  blind  is  a  colossal  one 
and  should  be  started  carefully.  He 
stated  that  the  blind  people—are.  quick 
to  learn,  but  he  said  emphatically  that 
it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  State  to  edu- 
cate them. 

"Let  your  Governor  know  what  you 
want  done  in  a  local  government  for 
the  education  of  the  blind,"  he  said, 
i  "and  your  recommendation  will  receive 
a  place  in  his  message." 

The  speaker  stated  that  the  blind 
should  be  looked  after  "by  local  boards 
of  education,  and  not  by  paid  emis- 
saries of  the  State,  who,  he  claimed, 
could  not  possibly  put  the  needed  in- 
terest into  the  work. 

"Let  the  work  be  done  by  volunteers 
who     have     the     good     of     the  cause  at 


heart,"  he  said,  "and  there  will  be  some 
results.  Those  who  enter  the  work 
through  love  of  it,  and  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  do  good,  can  accomplish  much." 
In  conclusion  he  strongly  advocated 
campaigns  by  the  local  societies  in  New 
Jersey  to  prevail  upon  the  respective 
boards  of  education  to  take  up  the 
movement  for  the  education  of  the  blind, 
and  prophesied  greater  success  by  this 
plan  than  by  any  other. 
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SALE  FOR   THE   BLIND. 

To-morrow  attend "IHSPf  'B  I  o'clock 

a  sale  will  be  held  in  the  board  room  of 
the  Social  Settlement  building,  18  Central 
avenue,  of  articles  made  by  blind  per- 
sons, men  and  women,  boys  and  girls. 
The  sale  is  held  under  the  authority  of 
the  New  Jersey  Commission  for  the 
Blind,  composed  of  Ulysses  B.  Brewster,' 
president;  Mr.  C.  R.  Diefenbach,  Miss 
Ellen  Mecum  and  Mr.  William  Fellowes 
Morgan.  The  articles  to  be  sold  include 
many  different  things,  both  for  use  and 
ornament.  Among  them  are  hemmed 
towels,  aprons,  caps,  knitted  work  cloths, 
knitted  things  of  various  kinds  for  babies, 
dusting  cloths,  ironholders,  knitted  worst- 
ed shawls,  woven  reed  baskets,  raffia  pil- 
lows, porch  cushions,  twine  ball  holders, 
sewing  bags  and  baskets  of  different 
sizes  and  styles,  woven  pillow  covers  of 
unspun  hemp  in  different  colors,  work 
and  waste  baskets  woven  of  reeds,  and 
many  other  articles.  Some  of  the  work 
Is  done  as  well  as  many  things  made  oy 
those  who  are  blessed  with  sight.  A 
large  attendance  at  the  sale  Is  hoped  for. 
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TO  SELL  HANDIWORK  OF  BLIND. 

A  sale  of  articles  made  by  tha  MindS 
Will  be  held  in  the  bo&rd  rooin*ff^ne| 
Social  Service  b.uiifik-5  at  13  Central 
avenue,  this  afternoon.  The  sale  is 
held  under  the  authority  of  the  New 
Jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind,  com- 
posed of  Ulysses  B.  Brewster,  presi- 
dent; Miss  Ellen  Mecum,  William  Fel- 
lowes  Morgan  and  C.   R.  Diefenbach.  j 
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TO  CURE  FOR  JH 


A  State-wide  campaign  for  the 
improvement  of  conditions  among 
the  blind  of  New  Jersey  was  launch- 
ed Friday  night  at  a  meeting  held 
under  the  auspices  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey Commission  for  the  Blind,  in 
the  First  Baptist  church  ait  Mont- 
clair.  The  principle  speakers  were 
Governor  Woodrow  Wilson,  and  Miss 
Winifred  Holt,  of  New  York,  who, 
as  secretary  of  the  New  York  Asso- 
ciaton  for  the  Blind,  has  achieved 
wonderful  success  in  aiding  blind 
men  and  women  and  boys  and  girls 
in  New  York  by  providing  work  for 
them  and  teaching  them  how  to  earn 
a  living  as  stenographers,  telegraph- 
ers, baskeit- weavers,  potters,  broom- 
makers  and  other  artisans. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  at  the  wel- 
fare exhibit  in  Plainfield  not  long 
ago  particular  emphasis  was  laid  up- 
on the  fact  that  in  this  State  practi- 


cally  nothing  was  being  done  to  aid 
the  blind.  Two  years  ago,  at  a  State 
charitites  conference,  the  plan  was 
suggested  ito  erect  an  institution  for 
the  segregation  of  the  blind  in  New 
Jersey,  and  at  this  meeting,  Miss 
Holt  appeared  and  bitterly  de- 
nounced (the  scheme  to  "wall  up" 
blind  men  and  women.  Her  advice 
was  taken,  and  with  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  commission  and  the  for- 
mation of  an  association  which  is  a 
branch  of  the  New  York  association, 
the  prospect  is  that  New  Jersey  will 
soon  be  in  the  front  rank  of  those 
States  which  are  endeavoring  to 
benefit  those  within  their  borders 
who  have  been  deprived  of  sight. 

Miss  Holt  in  referring  to  what 
this  State  might  do  for  the  blind, 
said: 

"New  Jersey  has  shown  its  usual 
diplomatic  wisdom  in  refusing  the 
suggestion  which  was  being  urged 
when  I  spoke  here  last  for  the  State 
Charity  Conference,  to  build  an  in- 
stitution for  blind  men  and  women. 

"The  appointment  of  a  commission 
and  an  association  is  in  accordance, 
as  you  know,  with  what  has  been 
done  successfully  before  to  help  the 
blind.  In  New  York  we  had  a  com- 
mission consisting  largely  of  the  offi- 
cers of  the  association.  The  associa- 
tion did  the  work  for  the  commis- 
sion, and  when  the  work  was  donei 
of  tabulating  a  census,  the  commis- 
sion went  out  of  existence.  In  Mas- 
sachusetts, where  there  is  an  ideal 
commission,  it  co-operates  most  suc- 
cessfully with  the  association  and 
other  agencies  for  the  blind,  in  many 
instances  helping  them  to  do  their 
work,  or  lifting  their  burdens  from 
them. 

"It  is  earnestly  to  be  hoped  that 
New  Jersey  will  be  able  to  follow  its 
example  of  perfect  harmony,  and  suc- 
cessful results,  owing  to  complete; 
sympathy  and  understanding  be- 
tween the  commission  and  the  asso- 
ciation, and  all  activities  working  for! 
the  same  ends.  As  secretary  of  th 
New  York  Association  for  the  Blind 
I  shall  confine  my  talk  to  the  wor 
that  could  be  properly  undertake 
by  an  association  or  a  commission. 


"This  century  is  a  century  of  pre 
vention  and  emancipation.  We  n< 
longer  wall  up  our  blind  and  accep 
their  calamity  as  inevitable.  Toda: 
we  stop  blindness,  teach  the  blind  t( 
free  themselves  and,  despite  thei: 
handicap,  to  find  light  through  work 

"Associations  for  the  blind  whirl 
search  for  ithe  blind,  educate,  emploj 
and  make  their  lives  interesting 
without  separating  them  from  theii 
home  ties,  are  among  the  most  up- 
to-date  agencies  for  their  help.  The 
first  thing  for  an  association  for  a 
light  house  for  the  blind  to  do  is 
•to  find  the  blind.  It  must  carefully, 
by  personal  visitation,  make  a  de- 
tailed census  of  the  blind,  far  and 
near,  giving  such  items  of  interest 
as  the  age  of  the  individual,  cause 
of  blindness,  education,  earning  ca- 
pacity, and  details  of  the  family  his- 
tory, which  aid  physcians  in  making 
deductions  as  to  the  cause  of  blind- 
ness. Such  a  census  should  be 
placed  at  the  association  and  then 
kept  up  to  date,  and  include  addi- 
tional information  received  from 
time  to  time  about  the  light  house 
wards. 

"The  blind  are  often  lost  entirely, 
or  hidden;  sometimes  because  the 
parents  of  blind  children  are 
ashamed  of  them,  sometimes  because 
the  blind  person  is  hired  rto  beg,  and 
to  procure  the  pension  to  be  given 
to  somebody  else.  I  had  an  inter- 
esting instance  of  this  myself.  I 
went  to  look  for  a  blind  girl  in  an 
East  Side  tenement;  at  her  address 
I  was  told  that  she  had  never  lived 
there,  and  was  unknown;  I  remained 
to  gossip  with  the  people  living  at 
her  address,  and  after  ingratiating 
myself  with  them,  a  door  was  un- 
locked and  an  emaciated  blind  girl 
appeared.  She  was  not  related  to 
the  people  with  whom  she  was  liv- 
ing, and  was  kept  by  them  to  pro- 
cure the  pension  and  to  beg.  There 
are  doubtless  many  blind  children 
and  adults  living  the  same  kind  of 
lives,  and  it  is^nlyby  great  persev- 
erance that  we  can  find  the  lost 
I  blind. 

"The  basis   of     the     association's 


work  should  be  a  campaign  to  stop 
blindness,  warfare  against  infant 
opthalmia,  industrial  accidents,  and 
efforts  for  saner  social  conditions, 
better  care  of  the  poor,  the  aged, 
the  infirm    n.n*    **~   *,w~«*^  » 
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S-  r4Me'  Levy  Head  of  Committee 

Interested   in   Unfortunates 

Will  Urge  Movement 

Plans  looking  to ,  the  establishment 
of  a  workshop  for  the  blind  in  this 
city  assumed  definite  shape  today, 
when  President  Bugbee  of  the  Cham- 
ber of  Commerce  named  a  committee 
to  take  up  the  matter. 

It  is  the  intention  to  have  a  suitable 
workshop  in  Trenton  for  the  blind  of 
the  city  in  order  that  persons  of  that 
class  may  become  self-supporting. 

While  the  amount  of  money  neces-j 
sary  to  establish  such  a  place  has  not 
been  decided,  some  contributions  to 
the  cause  have  been  received  and. oth- 
ers   have    been    promised. 

The  committee  named  by  President 
Bugbee  is  headed  by  Samuel  Levy, 
who  has  become  deeply  interested  in  the 
blind  of  the  city.  Other  members  of 
the  committee  include  the  Rev.  Dr. 
L.  B.  Michaelson,  Judge  John  Rellstab, 
the  Rev.  L.  L.  Strock,,  Mayor  Frederick; 
W\  Donnelly  and  Senator  Harry  D. 
Leavitt. 

Chairman  Bevy  has  already  issued  a 
call  for  a  meeting  of  the  committee 
for  next  Wednesday  evening  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce. 
In  attendance  at  the  gathering,  aside 
from    the   members   of   the    committee, 


« 


SAMUEL  LEVY. 

will  be  President  Bug-bee  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce,  and 
Howard  F.  Bfiaslin  of  Crosswick«, 
member  of  the  blind  committee.       c-l£ 
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WANT  NAMES  OF  BLIND 


Francis  H.  Braislin  of  Crosswicks  and 
Miss  Alice  O'Neil  of  383  North  Warren 
Street,  who  are  taking-  much  interest  in 
the  movement  to  have  established  here  a 
workshop  for  the  blind,  are  desirous  of 
obtaining-  the  r\B.mm^m9lKQ  addresses  of 
those  who  would  like  employment  in 
such  an  institution.  4 
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REPORT  OF  WORK 

-  BY  THE  - 

New  Jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind 

From  March,  1910,  to  December  31,  1911 


As  we  approach  the  second  milestone  of 
the  work  of  the  New  Jersey  Commission  for 
the  Blind,  it  is  my  pleasurable  duty  to  call 
attention  to  the  landmarks  which  stand  out 
most  prominently  during  the  two  years  of 
activity. 

Legislative  enactment,  in  1910,  extended  ed- 
ucational privileges  to  the  blind,  under  eight 
and  over  nineteen  years  of  age,  by  the  removal 
of  the  age  limit.  The  present  appropriation  of 
$20,000  affords  educational  opportunities  to  all 
the  blind  youth  of  this  State  who  desire  insti- 
tutional training  at  Philadelphia  or  New  York 
City.  Pupils  secure  thorough  elementary  train- 
ing in  the  common  branches  at  these  two  well 
equipped  institutions.  They  also  pursue  def- 
inite courses  in  manual  and  physical  training, 
and  they  have  an  unusual  opportunity  to  study 
the  history,  art,  and  composition  of  music. 
Three  blind  babies  and  two  children  are  sup- 
ported at  a  private  institution  within  the  State, 
from  this  fund,  at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  a  day 
per  child. 

The  leading  educators  of  the  blind  in  the 
country  always  have  recognized  the  reciprocal 
advantages  of  teaching  the  blind  with  the 
sighted,  but  it  is  only  in  the  largest  cities  that 
this  method  is  practicable.  The  simplification 
and  improvement  of  apparatus  and  the  conse- 
quent decrease  in  the  cost  of  its  production 
have  played  an  important  part  in  the  solution 
of    the    problem.      Further    advancement    was 


made  along  educational  lines  in  this  State  in 
1911,  by  the  passage  of  a  bill  providing  for  the 
education  of  the  blind  youth,  which  requires 
each  School  Board,  having  ten  or  more  blind 
children  in  its  district,  to  open  a  class  in  con- 
nection with  their  public  schools  with  a  special 
teacher  and  apparatus.  Prior  to  the  passage  of 
this  bill,  at  the  close  of  1910,  Dr.  Poland  organ- 
ized such  a  class  in  Newark,  which  at  present 
has  eight  pupils.  A  year  later  Jersey  City 
opened  another  such  class  with  seven   pupils. 

Realizing  the  vital  importance  of  the  pre- 
vention of  blindness  in  infants,  the  Legislature 
passed  a  law  authorizing  the  State  Board  of 
Health  to  provide  every  registered  physician 
and  midwife  with  a  copy  of  the  law  and  mail- 
ing tubes  of  the  prophylactic  to  be  used  in 
prevention.  An  appropriation  was  made  for 
the  execution  of  this  law. 

The  membership  of  the  New  Jersey  Com- 
mission for  the  Blind  has  been  increased  by 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  1911,  and  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  law,  His  Excellency,  Gov- 
ernor Woodrow  Wilson,  appointed  a  blind  man, 
Mr.  C.  R.  Dieffenbach,  of  Jersey  City,  to  serve 
on   this   Board. 

Statistics  of  529  persons  were  procured  from 
March  to  the  close  of  1910,   and  from  January, 

1911,  to  January,  1912,  the  statistics  of  442  per- 
sons have  been  added,  making  a  total  of  971 
registrations.  In  the  investigation  of  other 
cases  it  was  found  that  during  this  period 
twenty-four  have  received  sight  from  opera- 
tions, ninety  have  died  and  thirty-three  have 
moved  out  of  the  State.  Total  investigations, 
1,118.  From  March,  1910,  to  the  close  of  the 
year  two  teachers  gave  to  the  blind  in  their 
homes  873  lessons  in  reading  and  writing  the 
various  embossed  types  and  the  simple  handi- 
crafts;   and    from    January,    1911,    to    January, 

1912,  2,323  lessons  were  given,  but  in  September 
of  this  year  the  Home  teaching  force  was  in- 
creased and  now  four  of  New  Jersey's  blind 
are  employed  in  this  most  interesting  work. 
In  addition  to  Miss  A.  V.  Ward,  of  Camden, 
N.  J.,   who  has  been  under  appointment  since 


July,  1910,  the  teachers  are  Mr.  W.  J.  Adickes, 
Mr.  E.  G.  Baptist,  Miss  Bertha  Johnson  and 
Miss  M.  A.  Springer.  These  workers  carry 
cheer  and  comfort  to  the  blind  throughout  the 
State.  The  other  two  employees  of  the  Com- 
mission are  the  Supervisor,  Miss  Lydia  Y. 
Hayes  and  her  Secretary,  Miss  M.  H.  Woolf. 
Miss  Earle,  of  Montclair,  has  given  her  ser- 
vices at  headquarters  four  mornings  a  week 
for  three  months. 

Through  our  efforts  five  blind  persons  have 
been  placed  in  Homes,  all  but  one  in  institu- 
tions for  the  sighted,  and  the  fifth  has  entered 
St.  Joseph's  Home  for  the  Blind,  Jersey  City. 
Realizing  that  a  blind  child  is  better  off  in 
his  own  home,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
two  friends  of  the  cause  are  paying  through 
the  Children's  Catholic  Aid,  of  this  State,  the 
board  of  a  bright  three-year-old  blind  child. 

Under  our  supervision,  five  blind  persons 
have  regularly  attended  the  Clinics  at  St. 
Michael's  Hospital  and  the  Eye  and  Ear  In- 
firmary, of  Newark.  One  has  received  sight 
by  an  operation  for  trachoma. 

The  privilege  of  work  is  everything  in  the 
intellectual  and  spiritual  development.  The 
world  may  not  need  any  man's  work,  but  the 
MAN  needs  it.  He  expands  under  its  dif- 
ficulties and  problems,  his  faculties  grow  alert, 
his  perceptions  become  sensitive.  That  the 
blind  might  be  encouraged  to  produce  salable 
work,  Mrs.  Churchill,  of  Montclair,  N.  J.,  raised 
a  fund  with  which  to  pay  for  such  work  when 
completed.  This  fund  enabled  us  to  employ  a 
blind  stenographer  for  19  2-3  weeks.  The  bal- 
ance of  this  fund,  together  with  further  dona- 
tions and  sales,  from  June  20,  1910,  to  January 
1,  1912,  amounts  to  $426.71.  From  this  fund  we 
have  paid  out  $310.85  in  small  amounts  to  many 
workers  in  all  parts  of  the  State,  leaving  a 
balance  of  $115.86  on  January  1,  1912.  The  fol- 
lowing is  a  report  of  the  additional  earnings 
of  the  adult  blind  of  Southern  Jersey  as  a 
direct  result  of  instruction  from  their  Home 
teacher.  From  crocheting  one  has  earned  $7.00, 
and     another     $10.00.      From     caning    one    has 


I 


earned  $3.00  per  week  from  May,  1911,  to  Jan- 
uary, 1912,  and  another  earned  $25.00.  The 
tuning  of  the  public  school  pianos  and  the 
caning  of  the  school  chairs  has  been  awarded 
to  the  blind  of  Jersey  City,  through  the  efforts 
of  the  member  of  the  Commission  from  that 
city. 

An  opportunity  for  regular  weekly  practice 
has  been  granted  to  a  blind  organist  by  Unity 
Church,  Montclair,  and  this  is  a  most  wise 
and  helpful   step   in   the   right  direction. 

New  Jersey's  work  for  the  blind  has  been 
presented  to  the  public  in  eleven  addresses  in 
different  parts  of  the  State,  and  two  stereop- 
ticon  lectures  have  been  given  by  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  American  Association  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Blindness  and  the  Conservation  of 
Vision,  the  first  in  Montclair  and  the  other  in 
Paterson.  Articles  have  been  furnished  to 
newspapers  and  two   magazines. 

In  Jersey  City,  Newark  and  Trenton,  the 
blind  have  organized  associations  among  them- 
selves for  mutual  improvement.  In  Montclair, 
on  December  15,  1911,  Governor  Wilson  gave 
his  personal  sanction  to  the  formation  of  a 
State  Association  to  co-operate  with  and  pro- 
mote the  interests  of  the  blind,  as  conducted 
by  the  New  Jersey  Commission  for  the  Blind. 

Pleasure  has  gone  hand  in  hand  with  work, 
friends  have  kindly  given  readings  in  our  class 
room  while  the  blind  worked  at  basketry,  chair 
caning  and  sewing.  The  sum  of  $33.50  was 
contributed  by  friends  with  which  to  give 
social  parties  at  headquarters  for  the  blind. 
Pour  parties  were  given  with  this  sum.    * 


*  Foot-note.— The  disbursement  of  the  $1,500 
and  the  $5,000  appropriations  made  by  the  Leg- 
islature for  the  conduct  of  this  work  have  been 
made  directly  by  the  State  Comptroller,  and 
the  books  for  the  same  kept  by  his  department 
at  Trenton.  Beginning  with  the  present  fiscal 
year,  the  State  Auditor  introduced  at  head- 
quarters a  system  of  bookkeeping. 


The  blind  throughout  the  State  are  in  need 
of  the  educational  emancipation  that  lies  ir 
work  and,  in  order  to  give  them  this  freedom 
we  must  have  larger  and  more  commodious] 
class  rooms,  and  a  better  equipment  in  everj 
respect  to  enable  us  to  help  them  to  say  with 
Chanticleer: 

"We  must  sing  the  song  we  know,  the  song 
God  gave  us.  Sing  though  we  know  that  other 
songs  are  more  beloved  than  ours.  Sing  that 
we  may  herald  the  dawn  even  if  our  song  does 
not  create   the   dawn." 

With  the  ending-  of  the  year,  1911,  we  feel 
that  the  blind  of  New  Jersey  met  with  their 
greatest  loss  in  the  death  of  Commissioner  Miss 
Ellen  Mecum,  who  has  served  their  cause 
zealously  for  ;two  years.  The  spirit  which 
actuated  her  life  and  work  is  expressed  by  J. 
R.   Lowell  in   his  poem,   "All-Saints:" 

"The  den  they  enter  grows  a  shrine, 
The   grimy    sash   an   oriel   burns 
Their  cup  of  water  warms   like  wine, 
Their  speech  is  filled  from  heaven's  urn." 

We  shall  ever  hold  her  in  loving  remem- 
brance, and  with  one  of  the  blind  of  Southern 
Jersey  say,  "I  thank  God  for  Ellen  Mecum  and 
for  her  sending  my  first  teacher  to  me  to  show 
me  the  way  to  happier  usefulness." 

Respectfully  submitted  to  the  New  Jersey 
Commission  for  the  Blind,  December  31,   1911. 


LYDIA    Y.    HAYES, 


Supervisor  of  the  work  for  the  blind  of  New 
Jersey,  13  Central  Avenue,   Newark,  N.  J. 
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